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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERLISALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
INTRODUCTION TO ANTHROPOLOGY - 53102

Last update 10-11-2016

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: sociology & soc. anthropology

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Tamar El-or

Coordinator Email: tamarelor@gmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: Thursday 15:15 to 16:00 by email Coordination

Teaching Staff:
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Course/Module description:

How people in different cultures, tell themselves the history of their own kind and
its ecology. The course reveals deep structures , common to these stories and
explores the rich variety and difference embedded in them. It looks both empirically
and philosophically at culture as a system which organizes the human experience
and the relations between the human and the non human, and strives to
understand this system, in relation to the social at large.

Course/Module aims:

The course seeks to make a basic knowledge of the learners with "Science / Law of
Man." During which we will follow the theoretical and methodological development
of the anthropological discipline as it developed in Western Europe and the United
States. We also address its local instance. The main attention will be directed to the
fundamental questions of human existence in ecology with 'Nature', with animals
and in human multiplicity and diversity. Special emphasis will be placed on
anthropological research method.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. To acknowledge the wealth of possibilities to experience life as cultured human
beings, as well as the resemblance between the different options.

2.To juxtapose each cultural option with the social practices it offers to handle the
challenges of survival , and organize everyday reality

3. To accept the fact that there is no one natural taken for granted way to tell the
world and represent it, within the social structure

4.To reflect one s own way of life - via, in contrast to, in comparison to - others’
people lives

Attendance requirements(%):
Students are required to attend all lectures and drills and fill out the duties
specified worksheet lesson

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lesson and practice

Course/Module Content:
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A. Uniqueness of human beings - the culture and anthropology
B. Ethnography - Myth act and field work
C. Anthropological theories - culture, environment and personality - the place of self
and environment in building a culture functionalism, Strooktorielizm, interpretive
approach and reflexivity, the crisis of representation and critical anthropology.
D. Beliefs, symbols, rituals
E. Economics
F. Anthropology on Israel / Israeli Anthropology

Required Reading:
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Bohannan, Laura. (1966) “Shakespeare in the Bush”. Natural History 75 (7).
pp.28-33
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Boas, Franz. 1962. Primitive art. Garden City, N. Y. : Doubleday. 1-7.
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Marvin, Harris. 1986. “The abominabe pig”, in: The Sacred Cow and the Abominable
Pig: Riddles of Food and Culture.

Link: http://etnologija.etnoinfolab.org/dokumenti/82/2/2009/harris_1521.pdf
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Mead, Margaret .1949. Male and Female: a Study of the Sexes in a Changing World.
London: V. Gollancz. - "Sex and Temperament", pp. 128-142.
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Colson, Elizabeth (1953). "Social Control And Vengeance In Plateau Tonga
Society," Africa 23, no. 3:199-211.

Malinowski, Bronislaw(b) .1950. "The Essentials of the Kula", in : Argonauts of the
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Western Pacific, an account of native enterprise and adventure in the archipelagoes
of Melnaesian New Guinea. London : G. Routledge & sons, pp. 81-104.
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Douglas, Mary. 2002. “The Abomination of Levictus”, in: Purity and danger: an
analysis of concept of pollution and taboo. London : Routledge.
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Ortner Sherry. 1972. Is female to male as nature is to culture? Feminist Studies, Vol.
1 (2) pp.5-32.
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Geertz, C.1973. Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight. In: Interpretation of
cultures, New York, Boston books.

.112n '0IXI 112N '0j70N Y)'70NN N2 "nuni 0N 7v 0702 Ao Niwn" 2004 .1107'1,1110
.112-115,87-100 'ny 112’701 ,2aN 7n

Turner, Victor Witter. 1969. “Planes of Classification in a Ritual of Life and Death”,
in: The ritual process : structure and anti-structure. Chicago : Aldine Pub. co.
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Hasan, Manar. The Politics of Honor: Patriarchy, the State and the Murder of Women
in the Name of Family Honor. In: Israeli Family and Community: Women's Time.
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Malinowski, Bronislaw .1950. “Introduction - The Subject, Method and Scope of this
Inquiry”, in his: Argonauts of the Western Pacific, an account of native enterprise
and adventure in the archipelagoes of Melnaesian New Guinea. London : G.
Routledge & sons, pp. 1-25.
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El-Or, Tamar. 2002. Fieldwork as Homework. In: Next Year | Will Know More: Literacy
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and ldentity Among Young Orthodox Women in Israel. Chapter 2 pp 53-63.

Link:
http://books.google.co.il/books?id&eq;,LqWXL-V7GWEC&Ipg&eq,;PP1&ots&eq,;snHILEO
dfivV&dqé&eq;next%20year%20i%20will%20know%20more&pg&eq;PA4#v&eq;onepa
ge&q&f&eq;false
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Levy-Strauss, C. 1980. The Effectiveness of Symbols. In: Magic and Religion pp 186

Evans-Prichard, E.E., 1976. “The notion of witchcraft explains unfortunate events”,
in: Witchcraft, Oracles, and Magic among the Azande. Oxford: Clarendon press. Pp.
18-32.
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Gluckman, M. (1956). The license in ritual. Custom and conflict in Africa, 109-136.
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Handelman, D., & Katz, E. 1995. State Ceremonies of Israel: Remembrance Day and
Independence Day. Israeli Judaism: The Sociology of Religion in Israel, 7, 75.
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Shani, Liron (not published yet). Of trees and people: The changing entanglement of
human and nonhuman in the Israeli desert. Pages 1-33.
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Rabinowitz, Dan. 1997. Risk, Rationality and Trust. In: Overlooking Nazareth: The
Ethnography of Exclusion in Galilee, pp 119
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Feldman, Jackie. 2002. "Marking the Boundaries of the Enclave: Defining the Israeli
Collective Through the Poland 'Experience". Israel Studies, 7 (2), pp. 84-114.

Additional Reading Material:
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Mead, Margaret .1949. Male and Female: a Study of the Sexes in a Changing World.
London: V. Gollancz. - "Sex and Temperament", pp. 128-142.
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Abu-Lughod, L. 1986. “Guest and daughter”, in: Veiled sentiments : honor and
poetry in a Bedouin society. Berkeley : University of California Press. Pp. 1-24.
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Ortner, S. 1973. “On Key Symbols”, American Anthropologist, Vol. 77, pp.
1338-1346.
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El Or Tamar. 2012. The Soul of the Biblical Sandal: On Anthropology and Style. In:
American Anthropologist. Volume 114, Issue 3, pages 433-445, September 2012.
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Bilu, Y., and Ben-Ari, E. (1992). "The Making of Modern Saints: Manufactured
Charisma and the Abu-Hatseiras of Israel". American Ethnologist 19(4): 672-687.
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 90 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 0 %
Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 10 %

optional paper

Additional information:
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