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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
Gender and Society - 53050

Last update 29-10-2021

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Sociology and Anthropology

Academic year: 0

Semester:

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Hilla Cohen-Nissan

Coordinator Email: hilla.cohen-nissanl@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours:

Teaching Staff:
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Course/Module description:

The distinction between femininity and masculinity is a central organizing criteria
of the social life that impacts the choices made by individual, shapes the
ideological, practical and institutional limitations within which individuals operate.
At the same time, femininity, masculinity and the relationship between them, as
well as the world of meanings, practices and accompanying structures are often
taken for granted and being naturalized. In this course we will discuss the structures
that reproduce and change the gender categories over time as well as the
hierarchies created between men and women, male and female, and femininity and
masculinity in Israel. We will also examine the interrelationships and intersections
created between gender hierarchies and other social hierarchies such as race,
status, and religiosity.

The course will begin with introducing and discussing the courses’ basic concepts.
We will focus on the conceptualization of gender as social construction, relate it to
questions of value, and distinguish from tangential concepts such as sex and
sexuality. In light of these concepts, the course will focus on five central institutions
that shape everyday life in Israel: economy, health, family, security/safety and
religion.

Course/Module aims:

1. Introduction the field of gender studies.
2. Introduction to basic concepts and theories from the field of gender studies and
their application to current issues.
3. Developing gender sensitivity that promotes prevention of discrimination and
exclusion

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Students will be able to analyze a wide range of social processes from a gendered
perspective and better understand the construction of gender inequalities and
identities as well as their intersection with other power structures.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: : Classes will focus on examining
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empirical situations in the Israeli reality and analyzing them using insights based on
the course’s reading materials. The classes will include watching videos and in-class
group assignments, so that active participation will be central for success in the
course.

Course/Module Content:
Gender,sex and sexuality

Economy

Family

Religion

Health

Security and Safety

Required Reading:
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Additional information:

The reading list is subject to changes and additional readings are on the course
Moodle.
Cellphone should be kept away during class and all other electronic devices can be
used only for class purposes
Respect for different opinions is expected in order to create a mutually supportive
and respectful learning environment. Participation does not mean “talking a lot” in
class, but rather listening actively, doing the readings every week and/or making
relevant contributions.
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