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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
LANGUAGE AND GENDER - 50328

Last update 05-10-2016

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: communication & journalism

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Esther Schely-Newman

Coordinator Email: esther.schely-newman@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Monday, 10:30-12:00

Teaching Staff:
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Prof Esther Schely-Newman

Course/Module description:

The course examines ways of constructing and representing gender identity
through language. Texts from interpersonal and mass media will be used for
understanding the dynamics of power relation and cultural differences.

Course/Module aims:

The course critically examines different approaches to the issue of gender
differences, arising from culture or nature. A variety of texts - conversations,
letters, group discussion, literary and visual text will be the basis for insights about
the role of language in defining gender identity.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
The course will train students to
(1) Identify gender elements in language use.
(2) Examine the choice of discourse strategies related to gender and culture.
(3) Collect and classify contextual constraints.
(4) Compare discursive strategies within same speech communities.
(5) Evaluate the effect of gender on the performance of identity

Attendance requirements(%):
90

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: lectures and discussions.
Students are required to present in class their research based on analysis of data
collected.

Course/Module Content:
Components of context
Interactions in the private sphere
Interactions in the public sphere
Gender and language of the law
Politics, media and gender
Consumerism and advertisement
Feminine voice, in literature and art
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Required Reading:
Ahearn, Laura M. 2012. Living language: An introduction to linguistic anthropology.
Wiley-Blackwell Publishers. Ch. 9: "Language and gender". Pp. 187-213.

Coates, Jennifer. 1997. One-at-a-time: The Organization of Men’s Talk.” In Language
and Masculinity, edited by Sally Johnson and Ulrike Hanna Meinhof (Blackwell
Publishers), pp. 107-129.

Eckert, Penelope, and Sally McConnell-Ginet. 1997. "Communities of Practice:
Where Language, Gender and Power all Live." In, Language and Gender, A Reader.
Pp. 484-494.

Gill, Rosalind. 2007. "Gender and the media," chapter 1 in her book, Gender and the
Media. Polity Press, pp. 7-41; 73-112.

Johnson, Fern L. and Elizabeth J. Aries. 1997. "The Talk of Women Friends." In
Language and Gender, A Reader. Pp. 215-225.

Ross, Karen and Carter, Cynthia (2011). "Women and news: A long and winding
road." Media, Culture and Society 23: 1148-1165.

Tannen, Deborah, 1999. "The Display of (Gendered) Identity in Talk at Work." In
Reinventing Identities. Pp. 221-240.

West, Candace; M. Lazar & C. Cramarae, 1997. “Gender in Discourse,” in Discourse
as social interaction, edited by T.A. van Dijk (Sage), pp. 119-143.

Wood, Julia T. 2001. “Gendered organizational communication,” ch. 9 in her
Gendered lives: Communication, gender and culture. Wadsworth. Pp. 243-278.
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Additional Reading Material:

Coates, Jennifer, 2005. “Masculinity, collaborative narration and the heterosexual
couple.” In, The Sociolinguistics of Narrative, edited by Joanna Thornborrow and
Jennifer Coates. John Benjamins Publishing Company. Pp. 89-106.

Edelsky, Carole. 1981. “Who’s got the floor?” Language in Society 10:383-421.
)JReprinted in Gender and conversational interaction, pp. 189-227).

Gergen, Mary. 1992. “Life Stories: Pieces of a Dream. In Storied Lives, edited by G.
Rosenwald and James Ochberg (Yale UP). Pp. 127-144.

Haworth, Janet (2000). “Women in radio news: Making a difference?” In, Women
and radio: Airing differences, edited by Caroline Mitchell. London and New York:
Routledge. Pp. 250-261.

Holmes, Janet. 1998. “Women’s talk: the question of sociolinguistic universals.” In,
Language and gender, a reader. 461-83.

Leith, Dick, 2005. “Hearing voices: Evasion and self-disclosure in a man’s narratives
on alcohol addiction.” In, In, The Sociolinguistics of Narrative, edited by Joanna
Thornborrow and Jennifer Coates. John Benjamins Publishing Company. Pp.148-129.

Meinhoff, Ulrike, Hanna. 1997. ““The Most Important Event of my Life!” A
Comparison of Male and Female Written Narratives." In Language and Masculinity,
edited by Sally Johnson and Ulrike Hanna Meinhof (Blackwell Publishers), pp.
208-228.

Mills, Sara (2005). "Gender and impoliteness." Journal of politeness research 1:
263-280.

Ochs, Elinor. 1992. “Indexing Gender.” in Rethinking Context: Language as an
Interactive Phenomenon, edited by A. Duranti and C. Goodwin (Cambridge UP), pp.
335-358.
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Sawin, Patricia E. 1999. "Gender, Context and the Narrative Construction of Identity:
Rethinking the Model of 'Women Narrative.'" In Reinventing Identity, pp. 241-258.
Talbot, Mary, 1995."Synthetic Sisterhood: False Friends in a Teenage Magazine” (in
Gender Articulated, pp. 143-165).

Van Zoonen, Liesbet. 2000. “Broken hearts, broken dreams? Politicians and their
families in popular culture.” In, Gender, politics and communication, edited by
Annabelle Sreberny and Liesbet van Zoonen. Hapmton Press. Pp. 101-119.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 70 %
Presentation 15 %

Participation in Tutorials 5 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 10 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:

In addition to participation in class discussions and presenting research findings,
students are required to write reading reports on two items from the addition
reading material.
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