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The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY - 49863

Last update 20-09-2015

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: urban & regional studies - specialization

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: V. Brachya

Coordinator Email: valerie.brachya@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wednesday 18.00-19.00
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Ms. Valerie Brachya

Course/Module description:

The course will introduce the student to incorporating environmental
considerations in land use planning and national infrastructures and to where
priority is given to the protection of open space. It will introduce the concepts of
environmental protection and of sustainable development as they relate to resource
management and wellbeing in national, regional and local planning. The course will
include an overview of the planning system and the tools which it offers for
achieving more sustainable development, with particular attention to environmental
impact assessment. Lectures will be devoted to specific development sectors
including: the urban environment, transport, energy, industry and mineral
extraction and to the management of natural resources including: ecological
services, landscapes, coasts and the marine environment.

Course/Module aims:

To understand the principles and ways which can make development sustainable
To review current and future planning and development in Israel in relation to
internationally accepted environmental considerations

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

identify environmental issues relevant to spatial planning
integrate policies for incorporating environmental aspects into masterplans and
development proposals
assess the environmental impacts and consequences of development proposals
recommend how to manage environmental conflicts relating to development
policies and proposals

Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Mainly frontal lectures
Simulation of the meeting of a planning committee
Interactive exercise in class

Course/Module Content:
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Evolution of environmental policy internationally and in Israel
Environmental considerations in the planning process
Environmental impact assessment
Environment in urban development
Open space
Energy and environment
Industry and environment
Environmental considerations in raw material extraction and processing
Transport and environment
Planning and management of the coastal and marine environment
Environmental conflicts

Required Reading:
UNEP (2012) Global Environmental Outlook 5
OECD (2012) Environmental Outlook to 2050
UNEP (2011) The Green Economy Report
SOER (2010) Urban Environment European Environment Agency
Rockstrom | and others (2009) A Safe Operating Space for Humanity Nature 461
472-475
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Feitelson E (1998) Muddling towards Sustainability: the Transformation of
Environmental Planning in Israel Progress in Planning 49 1-53
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Additional Reading Material:
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UNEP (2002) Global Environmental Outlook 3
UNEP (2007) Global Environmental Outlook 4
OECD (2008) Environmental Outlook to 2030
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Alfasi N (2009) Can planning protect the public interest? The challenge of coastal
planning in Israel Geography Research Forum 29 137-156
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Alfasi N (2006) Planning policy? Between long term planning and zoning
amendments in the Israeli Planning System Environment and Planning A 38 553-568
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IFC Environmental, Health and Safety Guidelines
GRI Global Reporting Initiatives - sector supplements
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SOER (2010) Land Use European Environment Agency

UNEP (2010) The economics of ecosystems and biodiversity - TEEB synthesis report
Millenium Ecosystem Assessment (2006)
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UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan (2007) Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable
Development

UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan (2009) Protocol on Integrated Coastal Zone
Management
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UNESCO (2010) Marine Spatial Planning
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EEA/TERM (2011) Laying the foundations for greener transport

EEA (2008) Beyond transport policy

UK Planning Policy Guidelines 13 Transport
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SOER (2010) Material Resources and Waste European Environment Agency

UK Department of Communities and Local Government (2006) Minerals Policy
Statement 1 Planning and Minerals

UNEP (2011) Decoupling natural resource use and environmental impacts from
economic growth
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Shmueli D, Ben Gal M and Dasul (2004) Conflict assessment as a tool in
environmental dispute management and resolution Horizons in Geography 61-62
89-98

Garb Y (2006) Constructing the Trans-Israel's Highway inevitability (Project Muse)

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 80 %

Assignments 0 %
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Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
none
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