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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Topics in classical Archaeology: Flavius Josephus
Between Text and Archaeological Finds - 43912

Last update 06-09-2023

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Archaeology & Ancient near East

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Orit Peleg-Barkat

Coordinator Email: orit.peleg@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Mondays, !12:00-13:00
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Orit Peleg-Barkat

Course/Module description:

This is an interdisciplinary course devoted to the interrelations between ancient
texts and archaeological finds and to the mutual contribution of these two fields of
study. The course will focus on the writing of the first century CE historian Flavius
Josephus, whose contribution to the study of Late Second Temple period Judaea is
unquestionable alongside relevant contemporary archaeological finds. Several test
cases will be discussed in class in order to demonstrate the methodological
challenges and advantages of the combined analysis of the ancient texts and the
archaeological finds in search of a clearer understanding of ancient societies and
cultures.

Course/Module aims:

The course aims at providing the students with methodological tools for analysis of
archaeological remains based on ancient sources, as well as to get them acquainted
with major issues concerning the archaeology and material culture of Late Second
Temple period Judaea.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. Identify and properly describe the main characteristics of Josephus' writings,
their sources and agenda.
2. Annalise and present orally and in writing
Major questions relating to the material culture and ancient societies in late Second
Temple period Judaea, based on relevant archaeological finds and references in
Josephus' texts.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal teaching and discussions
based on required reading towards classes, two oral presentations, writing a
seminar paper by those who are obliged to submit a seminar.

Course/Module Content:
1. Josephus the Man - his biography and writings
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2. Flavius Josephus the Historian - his sources, credibility - different scholarly
attitudes

3. a. Alexander the Great and the Jews - between legend and reality; B. The House
of Tuviah and the Palace at Arak al-Amir.

4. The fortifications of the Seleucids and Maccabean Revolt.

5. Identification of Modi'in and the tombs of the Maccabees.

6. The Hasmoneans' royal ideology in light of ancient sources and their winter
palaces at Jericho

7. The beginning of the Jewish settlement in the Galilee and the Hasmonean
conquest

8. Conversion of the Idumaeans and Herod's family origin

9. Why is there no mention of the complexes of Hebron and Mamra in the writings
of Josephus?

10. The use of marble and monolithic columns in Herod's construction projects
11. The cult of the emperor in Judea and the identification of the temple of Augustus
and Rome in Banias

12. When was the Temple Mount expanded?

13. The royal portico on the Temple Mount and the question of the sources of
Josephus

14. Urban design of the city of Jerusalem and the course of its walls - new
archaeological evidence

15. Pontius Pilate: The Cruel Procurator or the Great Builder?

16. The Essenes and the Qumran question

17. Measuring time in sources and material culture during the Second Temple
period

18. The reasons for the Great Revolt

19. Josephus and the Great Revolt in the Galilee

20. The myth of the fall of Masada

21. From the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem to the triumphal procession
and the Titus Arch in Rome

22. Conclusion: The reliability of Josephus in light of the archaeological finds

Required Reading:

- Rajak T. Josephus: The Historian and His Society, London 1983, pp. 11-45.

- Cohen S.J.D. Josephus in Galilee and Rome: His Vita and Development as a
Historian, Leiden 1979, pp. 24-47.
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- Rosenberg S. "Qasr al-Abd: A Mausoleum of the Tobiad Family?" Bulletin of the
Anglo-Israeli Archaeological Society 19-20 (2002): 157-175.

- Netzer E. "Floating in the Desert - A Pleasure Palace in Jordan", Archaeology
Odyssey 2 Winter (1999): 46-55.
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- Zissu B. and Perry L. "Hasmonaean Modi'in and Byzantine Moditha: A
Topographical-Historical and Archaeological Assessment," Palestine Exploration
Quarterly 147/4 (2015): 316-337.

- Regev E. “Royal Ideology in the Hasmonaean Palaces in Jericho.” Bulletin of the
American Schools of Oriental Research 363 (2011): 45—-72.

- Piotrkowski M.M. "Josephus on Hasmonean Kingship: The Example of Aristobulus |
and Alexander Jannaeus," In H. Bérm (ed.), Antimonarchic Discourse in Antiquity
[Studies in Ancient Monarchies, 3], Stuttgart 2015, pp. 249-267.
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- M. Marciak, "ldumea and the Idumeans in Josephus' Story of Hellenistic-Early
Roman Palestine," Aevum 91/1 (2017): 171-193.

- Magen Y. "Elonei Mamre - A Cultic Site from the Reign of Herod," In: Y. Magen
(ed.), Judea and Samaria Researches and Discoveries 6, Jerusalem 2008, pp.
95-114.

- Jacobson, D.M. "Decorative Drafted-Margin Masonry in Jerusalem and Hebron and
its Relations," Levant 32 (2000): 135-154.

- Fischer M.L. and Stein A. “Josephus on the Use of Marble in Building Projects of
Herod the Great.” Journal of Jewish Studies 45/1(1994): 79—-85.
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- Berlin A.M. "Herod, Augustus, and the Augusteum at the Paneion," Eretz Israel 31
(2015): 1*-11*.
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- Lonnquist K. "Pontius Pilate - An Aqueduct Builder?" Klio 82 (2000): 459-495.
- Hirschfeld Y. “Early Manor Houses in Judea and the Site of Khirbet Qumran.”
Journal of Near Eastern Archaeology 57/3 (1998): 161—198.
- Atkinson K. and Magness J. "Josephus's Essenes and the Qumran Community,"
Journal of Biblical Literature 129/2 (2010): 317-342.
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- Cohen S.J.D. "Masada: Literary Tradition, Archaeological Remains, and the
Credibility of Josephus," Journal of Jewish Studies 33/1-2 (1982): 385-405.
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- Magness J. “The Arch of Titus at Rome and the Fate of the God of Israel,” Journal of

Jewish Studies LIX/2 (2008): 201-217.
- Broshi M. "The Credibility of Josephus," Journal of Jewish Studies 33/1-2 (1982):

379-384.

Additional Reading Material:
Will be provided at the start of the semester

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 40 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 30 %

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture 30 %

Additional information:
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