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  Prof Yosef Garfinkel 

  
Course/Module description: 
  Tel Lachish is one of the major sites in Israel for the Bronze and Iron Ages. It
appears on various Egyptian and Mesopotamian documents and in the Biblical
tradition. We will survey and analyse the archaeological data and the historical
documents from early to late. 

 
Course/Module aims: 
  To give the students a better understanding of the archaeology and history of the
Bronze and Iron Ages by using Tel Lachish as a case study that combined together
archaeology, history and the biblical tradition.  

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
  The knowlage to use archaeological reports.  

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
  100 

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures and srudents
presentations 

  
Course/Module Content: 
  Prehistoric Lachish. Early Bronze Age Lachish. Middle Bronze Age Lachish. Late
Bronze Age Lachish. Iron Age Lachish. Persian period Lachish. Starky and Tuffnel
excavations. Aharoni Excavations. David Ussisshkin Excavations, The current
expedition. Lachish in Late Bronze Age Egypt. Lachish in the Assyrian documents
Lachish in the Bible.  

  
Required Reading: 
 Torczyner, H. 1938. Lachish I. The Lachish Letters. London. 
Tufnell, O., Inge, C.H. and Harding, L. 1940. Lachish II. The Fosse Temple. London. 
Tufnell, O. 1953. Lachish III. The Iron Age. London. 
Tufnell, O. 1958. Lachish IV. The Bronze Age. London. 
 
Aharoni, Y. 1975. Investigations at Lachish: the sanctuary and the residency
(Lachish V). Tel Aviv: Institute of Archaeology. 
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Ussishkin, D. et al. 2004. The Renewed Archaeological Excavations at Lachish
(1973–1994). Tel Aviv: Institute of Archaeology (&eq; Ussishkin 2004). 
 
 
דוחות חפירה ראשוניים 
Starkey, J.L. 1933. A Lecture Delivered at the Rooms of the Palestine Exploration
Fund. Palestine Exploration Quarterly 65:190–99. 
 
Starkey, J.L. 1934. Excavations at Tell el Duweir, 1933–1934. Palestine Exploration
Quarterly 66:164–175. 
 
Starkey, J.L. 1935. Excavations at Tell El Duweir, 1934–1935. Palestine Exploration
Quarterly 67:198–207. 
 
Starkey, J.L. 1936. Excavations at Tell el Duweir, 1935–1936. Palestine Exploration
Quarterly 68:178–189. 
 
Starkey, J.L. 1937. Lachish as Illustrating Bible History. Palestine Exploration
Quarterly 69:171–179. 
 
Starkey, J.L. 1937. Excavations at Tell ed Duweir. Palestine Exploration Quarterly
69:228–241. 
  
Inge, C.H. 1938. Excavations at Tell ed-Duweir. Palestine Exploration Quarterly
70:240–256. 
 
Ussishkin, D. 1978. Excavations at Tel Lachish 1973–1977. Preliminary Report. Tel
Aviv 5:1–97. 
 
Ussishkin, D. 1983. Excavations at Tel Lachish 1978–1983: Second Preliminary
Report. Tel Aviv 10:97–175. 
 
Ussishkin, D. 1996. Excavations and restoration work at Tel Lachish 1985–1994:
Third preliminary report. Tel Aviv 23:3–60. 
 
ספרים על לכיש: 
 
בגין, ז.ב. 2000. כי לא נראה את עזקה. מקורם של מכתבי לכיש. ירושלים: יד יצחק בן-צבי. 
 
אוסישקין, ד. 2013. לכיש בתקופת המקרא. סיפור של בנין והרס, חפירה ושחזור. ירושלים: החברה
לחקירת ארץ ישראל ועתיקותיה. 
  
נושאים לדיון 
 
זיהוי ושם האתר 
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Zadok, R. 2004. The name 'Lachish'. In Ussishkin 2004, Vol. I: 120–121. 
 
Albright 
 
Ahlström, G. W. 1980. Is Tell ed-Duweir Ancient Lachish? Palestine Exploration
Quarterly 112:7–9. 
 
Davies, G. I. 1982. Tell Ed-Duweir &eq; Ancient Lachish: A Response to GW
Ahlström. Palestine Exploration Quarterly 114:25–28. 
 
Davies, G. I. 1985. Tell ed-Duweir: not Libnah but Lachish. Palestine Exploration
Quarterly 117: 92–96. 
 
לכיש בתקופת הברונזה הקדומה והברונזה התיכונה 
 
Gophna, R. and Blockman, N. 2004. The Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Early Bronze and
Intermediate Bronze Age Pottery. In Ussishkin 2004, Vol. III: 873–899. 
 
הארמון מתקופת הברונזה התיכונה 
לכיש בתקופת הברונזה המאוחרת 
 
מקדש החפיר 
 
מקדש האקרופוליס 
 
כתובות פרוטו-כנעניות 
 
כתובות מצריות 
Goldwasser, O. 1991. An Egyptian Scribe from Lachish and the Hieratic Tradition of
the Hebrew Kingdoms. Tel Aviv 18:248–253. 
 
כתובת מיקנית 
 
Bietak, M. 2003. Temple or "Bet Marzeah"? In Symbiosis, Symbolism, and the Power
of the Past: Canaan, Ancient Israel, and Their Neighbors from the Late Bronze Age
through Roman Palaestina, pp. 155–168. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns. 
 
Hestrin, R. 1987. The Lachish Ewer and the 'Asherah. Israel Exploration Journal
37:212–223. 
 I סוף תקופת הברונזה המאוחרת/ברזל
 
Ussishkin, D. 1985. Level VII and VI at Tel Lachish and the End of the Late Bronze
Age in Canaan. In Tubb, J.N. (ed.) Palestine in the Bronze and Iron Ages. Papers in
Honour of Olga Tufnell, pp. 213-230. London: Institute of Archaeology. 
 
Naʾaman, N. 2000. The Contribution of the Trojan Grey Ware from Lachish and Tel
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Miqne-Ekron to the Chronology of the Philistine Monochrome Pottery. Bulletin of the
American Schools of Oriental Research 317:1–7. 
 
Lalkin, N. 2004. A Ramesses IV scarab from Lachish. Tel Aviv 31:17–21. 
 
 
 V שכבה
Ussishkin, D. 2003. The Level V 'Sanctuary' and 'High Place' at Lachish: A
Stratigraphic Analysis. In den Hertog, C.G. et al. (eds.), Saxa Loquentur. Studien zur
Archäologie Palästinas/Israels. Festschrift für Volkmar Fritz zum 65. Geburgstag,
(Alter Orient und Altes Testament, No. 302), pp. 205–211. Münster. 
 
Zukerman, A, 2012. A Re-Analysis of the Iron Age IIA Cult Place at Lachish. Ancient
Near Eastern Studies 49:24–60. 
 
שכבה III: קנקני למלך ומסע סנחריב 
Ussishkin, D. 1977. The destruction of Lachish by Sennacherib and the dating of the
royal Judean storage jars. Tel Aviv 4:28–60. 
 
Zimhoni, O. 1990. Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and II. Tel Aviv
17:3–52. 
 
אוסישקין, ד'. 1989. ההתקפה האשורית על לכיש: הנתונים מן הפינה הדרום-מערבית של האתר. ארץ
ישראל 20, עמ' 97–114. 
 
אפעל, י'. 1984. הסוללה האשורית בלכיש: היבטים צבאיים ולשוניים. ציון 49, עמ' 333–347. 
 
Yadin, Y. 1984. The Mystery of the Unexplained Chain. Biblical Archaeology Review
10/4: 65–67. 
  
תבליט סנחריב 
 
יעקובי, ר'. 1989. תיאורי ערים וזיהוין בתבליטים האשוריים. ארץ ישראל 20, עמ' 188–197. 
 
ינאי, א'. 2009. הטקטיקה של הצבא האשורי בהתקפה על העיר לכיש. ארץ ישראל 29, עמ'
218–230. 
 
Ussishkin, D. 1980. The 'Lachish Reliefs' and the City of Lachish. Israel Exploration
Journal 30:174–195. 
 
Uehlinger, C. 2003. Clio in a World of Pictures – Another Look at the Lachish Reliefs
from Sennacherib’s Southwest Palace at Nineveh.” In Grabbe, L.L. (ed.) ‘Like a Bird
in a Cage’: The Invasion of Sennacherib in 701 BCE, pp. 221–305. London: Sheffield
Academic Press, 2003. 
 
שכבה II: חורבן ממלכת יהודה 
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מכתבי לכיש 
 
Finkelstein, I., and Na'aman, N. 2004. The Judahite Shephelah in the late 8th and
early 7th centuries BCE. Tel Aviv 31:60–79. 
 
אפיגרפיה בלכיש 
 
Lemaire, A. 1976. A Schoolboy's Exercise on an Ostracon at Lachish. Tel Aviv
109:3–110. 
 
היבטים גיאולוגיים 
Goldberg, P. 1979. Geology of Late Bronze Age mudbrick from Tel Lachish. Tel Aviv
6: 60–67. 
 
Horowitz, A. 1977. Tel Lachish—A Geological Note. Tel Aviv 4:61–65. 
 
Drori, I., and Horowitz, A. 1988-89. Tel Lachish: Environment and Subsistence during
the Middle Bronze, Late Bronze and Iron Ages. Tel Aviv 15–16:206–211. 
 
 
   

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
   

  
   Course/Module evaluation:   
  End of year written/oral examination 80 %
  Presentation 20 %
  Participation in Tutorials 0 %
  Project work 0 %
  Assignments 0 %
  Reports 0 %
  Research project 0 %
  Quizzes 0 %
  Other 0 %  

  
Additional information: 
  The student will need to present a topic at class.  
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