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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Gideon Avni

Course/Module description:

This course will evaluate the Negev as a political and cultural border zone during
the first millenium CE. It will discuss the settlement patterns and population trends
in the region between the Roman and Early Islamic times, focusing on the
relatinoships between nomads and settlers. A detailed description and evaluation of
the main will be conducted, looking also into their agricultural and nomadic
hinterland. It will include a study of the agricultural fields and their context and
chronology, lookig at comparative case studies in the Near East.

Course/Module aims:
A study and evaluation of the devlopment of settlement patterns and population
changes in the Negev as representative of other fringe zones in the Near East.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To evaluate the archaeological findings as reflecting settlement patterns.
To incorporate the different components of the region: large villages, farmsteads,
agricultural fields and nomadic encampements into a coherentic settlement
system.

Attendance requirements(%):
90%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: lectures

Course/Module Content:
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M. Haiman, Agriculture and Nomad-State Relations in the Negev Desert in the

Byzantine and Early Islamic Period, BASOR 297 (1995), pp. 29 -52.

P. Mayerson, The Ancient Agricultural Regime of Nessana and the Central Negev,
London 1960.

A. Negev, The Churches of the Central Negev, Revue Biblique 81 (1974) pp.
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400-422.

J. Shereshevski, Byzantine Urban Settlements in the Negev Desert (Beer Sheva V),
Beer Sheva 1991.

Additional Reading Material:
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G. Barker et. All., Farming the Desert - The UNESCO Lybian Valleys Archaeological
Survey, Tripoli and London 1996.

P. Figueras, Monks and Monasteries in the Negev Desert, Liber Annus 45 (1995), pp.
401-450.

C. J. Kraemer, Excavations in Nessana lll - Non-Literary Papiri, Princeton 1958.

P. Mayerson, Monks, martyrs, soldiers and saracens - Papers on the Near East in
Late Antiquity (1962-1993), Jerusalem 1994.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 80 %

Assignments 10 %

Reports 0 %
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Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:
A tour to the Negev sites is planned in the framework of the course

page5/5


http://www.tcpdf.org

