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Teaching Staff: 
  Dr. Emir Galilee 

  
Course/Module description: 
  In the course we will learn about the phenomenon of nomadism in Israel in its
broad context with focusing on questions of nativity, relations of sedentary, nomads
and residents of cities in the Levant from late Ottoman period to the present. The
students will be introduce with the history of Bedouin society in Israel focusing on
the Negev, the question of the arrival of the Bedouin tribes to the Negev and Israel
in general, Israel and the settlement process, the transition from nomadism to
sedentary. The students will be introduce to culture, social structure and changes,
which are currently happening within the Negev Bedouin society. Also will be focus
on land disputes, the status of women, employment and other themes. 

 
Course/Module aims: 
  Introducing to the terms and methods of the research of nomadism. Introducing
with the history, culture and Bedouin society. A historical and geographical analysis
of the Bedouin society of the Negev in broad contexts. 

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
  Describing the basic terms of the research of nomadism in the world. Discuss of
the special elements of the Bedouin society of the Negev. Analyze the different
parts and elements of the Bedouin society in its geographical and historical aspects.
Comparing based on the knowledge learned in the course between different
research attitudes discussed in the course.  

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
  Full attendance, absenteeism up to 30% of all meetings and attendance
mandatory in the field trip. 

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures, waching presentations
and movies, Field trip. 

  
Course/Module Content: 
  What pastoral nomads are? 
Nomadism, agriculture and the relations with sedentary world. 
Social and tribal structure. 
Basic themes of the Bedouin culture. 
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Bedouin customary law. 
Circle of life. 
Bedouins in the Levant during modern time. 
Islam and the Bedouin society. 
 

  
Required Reading: 
 Anatoly Khazanov, Nomads and the Outside World, Second Edition, The University
of Wisconsin Press, 1994, pp. xxxviii-xxxix, 15 – 24. 
 
Moshe Sharon, "processes of destruction and Nomadisation in Palestine under the
rule of Islam (630 – 1517 AD) in: IDEM (ed.) Issues in the history of Erets Israel
under the rule of Islam, Yad Yishak Ben Zvi, Jerusalem 1976, pp. 7 – 34. (HEB). 
 
Emanuel Marx, Nomads and peasants in the Middle East, Archeology 4 (1995) pp.
15 – 28 (HEB). 
 
Josef Ben David, Bedouins in Israel- social and land aspects, JNF and Jerusalem
Institute, 2004 pp. 77 – 115. 
Reuven Aharoni, The Pasha's Bedouin: Tribes and State in the Egypt of Mehmet Ali,
1805-1848, London 2007, pp. V-IX. 
Gideon M. Kressel "creed and formal Islam among Bedouins in Ramla Lod and
Negev high land" in: Aharon Layish (ed.) Conversion. Sufism, revival and reform in
Islam: Essays in Memory of Nehemya Levtzion, Jerusalem 2012 pp. 82 – 106 (HEB) 
 
Shiri Spector Ben Ari, "Orchestration of the sedentarisation of the Negev Bedouin", a
report of the Knesset research and information center, Jerusalem 2013 (HEB)
https://www.knesset.gov.il/mmm/data/pdf/m03292.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
   

  
 Grading Scheme:  
  Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 90 %
  Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %
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Additional information: 
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