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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
Documentary Film and Historical Reality - 39236

Last update 05-04-2021

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: History

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Yuval Rivlin

Coordinator Email: yuval.rivlin@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Sunday, 12pm

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. yuval rivlin

Course/Module description:

In this course we will learn about the ways in which local cinema reflected and
shaped the major questions of Israeli cultural identity, since its inception. Through a
study of feature-commercial films and documentary films produced over more than
a hundred years of Israeli cinema, we will examine the contribution of the diverse
cinematic texts to building our Israeli cultural identity into its various components:
personal and national identity, family and gender identity, traditional Jewish identity
and revolutionary secular Israeli identity.

Course/Module aims:
1. Knowledge of the basic concepts of documentary cinema and important stations
in the history of documentary cinema

2. Familiarity with the ways historians use documentary films as primary and
secondary historical sources

3. Providing tools for analyzing critically documentary films and examining how
films seek to shape viewers' historical and political consciousness

4. Discussing ethical issues shared by both documentary filmmakers and historians

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. differentiate between documentary film genres and be able to recognize the
way documentary filmmakers use cinematic language to tell a story

2. understand the ways historians use documentary films as historical sources
3. examine central historical and political issues represented in documentary films

4. analyze critically documentary films

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: lectures, discussions, watching
film clips
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Course/Module Content:
1. Introduction - Documentary Cinema: Basic Concepts and Historical Questions

2. The documentary film and the historical truth

3. Documentary filmmaking and the forming of a collective memory

4. Documentary films as agents of social and political change

5. Documenting the “other” in society - the "other" documents society

6. Documentary Challenges: violence, ethics and responsibily
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Additional Reading Material:
Patricia Aufderheide, Documentary Film: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford, 2008
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Bill Nichols, Introduction to Documentary, Bloomington, 2010, 212-252 (Chapter 8:
“How Have Documentaries Addressed Social and Political Issues?")
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 80 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 20 %
Assignments 0 %
Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:

All films mentioned and screened during the course will be available online
(through the media department). The students will be asked to watch one of the
films independently before the course ends (the name of the film will be updated
during the course). We will also watch films that deal with the police (in Israel and
other countries) and examine the various cinematic rhetoric used by the filmmakers
to shape the role and activities of the police in the public sphere.
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