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1. Introduction

1.1 What are “Human Rights”? - Definitions, Approaches, Examples

1.2 Research Problems and Methodology: Is there a History of Human Rights Law
before the 20th century?

1.3 Defining Normative Conceptional Elements: Natural Rights - Universal Law -
Universal Ethics - Unity of Humanity - Philanthropia - Dignity - Justice - Equality -
Democracy - Political Participation - Free Speech - Individual Freedom - Universalism
and Ethnocentrism - Cultural Relativism

2. The Early Literature:
2.1 Homer and the Civilised War Heroes - Origins of a Common Humanity?
2.2 Hesiod and the Life of Ordinary People

3. The Classical Period

3.1 The Athenian Model: Democracy, Freedom, Equality and Justice (Herodotus,
Thucydides, Xenophon; Aischylos, Sophocles)

3.2 After the Crisis: The Philosophical and the Political answers (Platon, Aristotle;
Demosthenes, Isocrates)
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4. The Hellenistic Period

4.1 Universalism and Ethnocentrism in Alexander’s Empire (Plutarch, Arrian,
Diodorus)

4.2 Empire and Natural Equality: The Stoic Philosophy

4.3 Brutality, Warfare and Diplomacy (Polybios, Diodorus)

4.4 Hellenistic Judaism and Early Christianity (Philo of Alexandria, Josephus Flavius;
Paulus of Tarsus; the Gospel Authors)

5. Conclusion
5.1 Human Rights in the Greek World: An Anachronism or a contribution to the
modern discourse?
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