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Course/Module description:

This course will focus on macro issues concerning girls. The course will deal with
theoretical and philosophical aspects in relation to childhood, as well as the policy
and the service system intended for children in Israel. The course seeks to acquaint
male and female students with theoretical approaches that define childhood and
explain how the child's status in society develops, as well as expose the students to
how social policy regarding children is shaped in Israel and around the world. The
course has two parts: the first part will focus on definitions, theories and
perspectives for understanding childhood and shaping social policy in relation to
children. The second part of the course will present specific issues concerning
children in Israel, including children who are victims of abuse, policies regarding
early childhood education frameworks, poverty and children, children in families
with divorce conflicts, and more.

Course/Module aims:

- Imparting theoretical and philosophical knowledge in relation to girls.
- Imparting knowledge about how social policy is shaped in relation to children in
Israel and around the world.
- Familiarity with the services system for children in Israel, focusing on services for
children at risk.
- Development of critical thinking when it comes to issues of child welfare.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

At the end of the course, students will be able to:
- Look at issues that concern the well-being and well-being of preschool children
and analyze them from a macro perspective
- To understand how social policy is shaped in relation to children, and to criticize
existing policies
- Understand how the social services system for children in Israel works
- Critically analyze issues concerning the well-being and well-being of children as a
group in the population

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Face-to-face teaching, watching
films, class discussions, active student participation, case study analysis

page2/6



Course/Module Content:

Lesson 1: Introduction to the course; Getting to know the child population in Israel
(10.18.23)
Lesson 2: The historical development of childhood in the world (10.25.23)
Lesson 3: A theoretical perspective on childhood: the new sociology of childhood
(1.11.23)

Lesson 4: The child's rights approach (8.11.23)

Lesson 5: The quality of life approach (11/15/23)

Lesson 6: Child Welfare Policy: General Introduction (11/22/23)

Lesson 7: Policies and services for children who are victims of abuse and neglect
(11/29/23)

Lesson 8: Policies and services for children victims of abuse and neglect: services in
the community versus out-of-home placement services (6.12.23)

Lessons 9 and 10: Preschool children in Israel: policy and legislation (12.20.23 and
12.27.23)

Lesson 11: The economic situation of children: poverty and economic deprivation
(3.1.24)

Lesson 12: Children and cultural belonging? (10.1.24)

Lesson 13: Summary lesson (17.1.24)

Required Reading:

Ajzenstadt, M., & Cavaglion, G. (2003). Sociological perspectives on the origins of
child abuse legislation in Israel. Israel Law Review, 37(1), 169-196.

Aries, P. (1962). Centuries of childhood: A social history of family life. Vintage
Books.

Bae, B. (2010). Realizing children's right to participation in early childhood settings:
some critical issues in a Norwegian context. Early Years, 30 (3), 205-218.
Ben-Arieh, A. (2014). Multifaceted concept of child well-being. In: A. Ben-Arieh, F.
Casas, I. Frones, & J. E. Korbin (Eds.), Handbook of child well-being: Theories,
methods and policies in global perspective (pp 1-27). Springer.

DeMause, L. (1974). The history of childhood. New York: Psychohistory Press.
Freeman, M. (1992). Taking children's rights more seriously. International Journal of
Law & the Family, 6, 52 - 71.

Gershoff, E.T., Aber, J.L. & Raver, C.C. (2006). Child poverty in the United States: an
evidence-based conceptual framework for programs and policies. In: R. M. Lerner, F.
Jacobs, & D. Weirtlieb (Eds.), Applied developmental science: An advanced textbook
(pp. 269-325). Sage.

Harman, J. J., Bernet, W., & Harman, J. (2019). Parental alienation: The blossoming
of a field of study. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 28(2), 212-217.

Hart, S. (1991). From property to person status: Historical perspective on children's
rights. American Psychologist, 46 (1), 53-59.
https://www.btl.gov.il/Publications/Social Security/socialsecurity44-50/Documents/s
ocial_sec63.pdf

page 3/6



Kahn, A. J. (2010). From child saving to child development? In: Kamerman, S.,
Phipps, S., & Ben-Arieh, A. (Eds.), from child welfare to child well-being; an
international perspective on knowledge in the service of policy making (pp. 3-7).
Springer.

Lansdown, G. (2004). Participation and young children. Early Childhood Matters,
.4-14 ,103

McGowan, B. G. (2010). An historical prespective on child welfare. In: Kamerman, S.,
Phipps, S., & Ben-Arieh, A. (Eds.), From Child Welfare to Child Well-Being; An
International Perspective on Knowledge in the Service of Policy Making (pp. 25-48).
Dordrecht: Springer.

Pecora, P. J., Whittaker, J. K., Maluccio, A. N., & Barth, R. P. (2000). The child welfare
challenge. Aldine Transactions (pp. 4-14, 21-25).

Prout, A., & James, A. (2015). The new paradigm for the sociology of childhood?
Provenance, promise and problems. In: A. James, & A. Prout, (Eds.), Constructing
and reconstructing childhood: Contemporary issues in the sociological study of
childhood (pp. 6-28). Routledge.

Shamrova, D., & Lampe, J. (2020). Understanding patterns of child material
deprivation in five regions of the world: A children’s rights perspective. Children and
Youth Services Review, 108, 104595.

Theobald, M., Danby, S., & Ailwood, J. (2011). Child participation in the early years:
Challenges for education. Australasian Journal of Early Childhood, 36(3), 19-26.

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. General Comment No. 7. 2005.
Implementing child rights in early childhood (CRC/C/GC/7/Rev.1, 2006). UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child: General Comment No. 12. 2009. The right of
the child to be heard (CRC/C/GC/12). http://www.medvirkning.no (accessed May
2010)

Weiss-Dagan, S., & Cnaan, R. A. (2020). Understanding the evolution of national
child welfare policies: The case of Israel. Children and Youth Services Review, 108,
.104515
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Home Exam % 75

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 25 %

Additional information:
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