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Course/Module description:

The course examines crossroads in the history of modern Arab thought, shaped by
political and social upheavals. It brings to the fore voices of openness and tolerance,
alongside voices of protest and revolution. The course focuses on reading and
analysis of ideological texts, while locating them in historical context.

Course/Module aims:

1. Analyzing ideological texts and locating them in historical and political context
2. Highlighting the importance of ideas as a driving force in history
3. Tracing continuity and change in modern Arabic thought.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. To be familiar with currents and key figures in the history of modern Arab
thought.
2. To provide additional angle to the challenges and dilemmas that accompanies
the Arab Middle East in the modern era.
3. To acquire additional skills in reading and analyzing conceptual texts

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: lecturers and presentations

Course/Module Content:

1. Methodology: Public intellectuals

. "Gatekeepers": Ulama and politics in Muslim history
. Zealots and modernists in the 19th century

. The New Intellectuals

. Communism and a just society

. Arabism and messianism

. Political Islam and the quest for purity

. Openness and moderation

. Transnational violence
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Required Reading:

Edward Shils, "The Intellectual and the Powers: Some Perspectives for Comparative
Analysis," in Philip Rieff (ed.), On Intellectuals (New York: Doubleday, 1969), pp.
25-48.

Julien Benda, The Treason of the Intellectuals: la trahison des Clercs (New York:
W.W. Norton, 1969), pp. 41-78.

,T21Y DY (2N 7N) Y1900 NAN7A TV 019" T NWI9A (NIDNI NAXND , 7XI10j7 701NN, TIT NA7Y
2002), 48-11.

:2'aX 7n) 7Nl NOI'N2 NN N7 NYOY719 NIY7i7'TY (0Y7X107 70280 (1NN ,NINIX TIT
.56-21 'ny ,(2005 ,Tnixnn yia'j7n

.(2001 , 121y DY :2'ax 7n) NnNnan wo1In ,N7'7 711
.52-35 'ny ,(2004 ,21701 :2'ax 7n) 'X72>0 ninann' inn 10210 (1'2inanan 7y ,'wnia 110N
.119-103 'ny, (2010 ,121'701 :2'aX 7Nn) 7XI10j7701'XN 7¥ DAIXY , T'VO TINITN
Jonathan Berkey, The Formation of Islam: Religion and Society in the Near East,
600-1880 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), pp. 141-158.
Ira M. Lapidus, "The Separation of State and Religion in the Development of Early
Islamic Society," International Journal of Middle East Studies 6 (1975), pp. 363-385.
Michael Winter, "'Ulama between the State and the Society in Pre-Modern Sunni

Islam," in

Meir Hatina (ed.), Guardians of Faith in Modern Times: Ulama in the Middle East
(Leiden, 2008), pp. 21-46.

J.S. Trimingham, The Sufi Orders in Islam (Oxford, 1971), pp. 1-30, 218-244.

Liyakat N. Takim, The Heirs of the Prophet: Charisma and Religious Authority in
Shi'ite Islam (Albany: SUNY Press, 2006), mainly Chapters 3, 4.

Derek Hopwood, "The Ideological Bases: Ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab’s Muslim Revivalism,"
in T. Niblok (ed.), State, Society and Economy in Saudi Arabia (London: Croom Helm,
1982), pp. 23-35.

'Abd Allah Salih al-'Uthaymin, Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab: The Man and His
Works (London: I.B. Tauris, 2009), pp. 110-147.

Natana J. DeLong-Bas, Wahhabi Islam: From Revival and Reform to Global Jihad
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(Oxford, 2014).
P.M. Holt, A Modern History of Sudan (4th ed., London, 1972), pp. 77-108.

JTUT 70X 'Y N2, " N10IXA ANXAIYAL ANTION 'TNNNA 7Y n'osSwnn NalzZiTinnn" ez NnX
128 -109 'ny ,(2004 ,2'ax 7n) (1>'nn NIrnNa NNl ,NT, N (00177 (0'211Y) [Mov0I
Nikki R. Keddie, Sayyid Jamal ad-Din al-Afghani: A Political Biography (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1972), pp. 81-128, 335-355.

Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age 1798-1939 (3rd. ed., Cambridge,
1983 [1962]), pp. 130-160.

.75-54 'ny ,(1976 ,2'a~x 7n) oNX70x2 NI¥TN NINAA ,2 LXN.N

S NIYY-YYNN AXNAN 7V 1072 N0ITA '0j70 (Y TNN NYa 17211 Niroixn" ,n1on 1'xn
.114-90 'ny ,(2008) 47 wTnin n1nn

David D. Commins, Islamic Reform: Politics and Social Change in Late Ottoman Syria
(New York, 1990), pp. 7-48, 104-115.

D'Yn OX2 N'AX70XN AMNNA NTYI 71710119 19700 OX70NN NITIO! ,')ADIXD-7N [NN1-7X TV
.100-59 'ny ,(2015 ,2'ax 7n) 1899 non

Orit Bashkin, "The Iraqi Afghanis and ‘Abduhs: Debate over Reform among Shi’‘ite
and Sunni ‘Ulama in Interwar Iraq," in Meir Hatina (ed.), Guardians of Faith in
Modern Times, pp. 141-169.

,[INVAN TIWNA :2AN 7N) NIAT N2V NNIT (12NN NITA2 Nj7'0'7191 112N, V1,718 2N
.117-87 'ny ,(1998

John L. Esposito and John O. Voll, Makers of Contemporary Islam (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2001), pp. 3-22.

Olivier Roy, Globalised Islam: The Search for A New Ummah (London: Hurst, 2004),
pp. 158-171.

Egyptian Communism: Jews and their Compatriots in Quest of Revolution (Boulder,
Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2011), pp. 9-23.

narnn "N'TINn N2'0750190 :01XN2 N'00INIZA AYVIINN 7V ANIT7IN2 02781 ,N112 '
.187-155 'ny ,(2008) r"n 170 wTnn

Walter Z. Laqueur, Communism and Nationalism in the Middle East (New York:
Frederick A. Praeger, 1956), pp. 221-235, 271-285.

Suliman Bashear, Communism in the Arab East, 1918-1928 (London: Ithaca Press,
1980).
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Selma Botman, The Rise of Egyptian Communism (Syracuse, New York: Syracuse
University Press, 1988), pp. 1-31.

Eliezer Tauber, The Emergence of the Arab Movements (London: F. Cass, 1993), pp.
54-58, 245-267, 287-302, 311-330.

Peter Wein, Iraqi Arab Nationalism: Authoritarian, Totalitarian, and Pro-fascist
Inclinations 1932-1941 (London: Routledge, 2006), pp. 83-88, 101-105.

Sami Shawkat, "The Profession of Death," in Sylvia G. Haim, Arab Nationalism: An
Anthology (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1962), pp. 97-99.

Norma Salem-Babikian, "A Partial Reconstruction of Michel Aflaq's Thought." Muslim
World 67 (October 1977), pp. 280-294.

Norma Salem-Babikian, "Michel Aflak: A Biographic Outline," Arab Studies Quarterly
2/2 (1980), pp. 162-179.

"The Ba'th Political Party: Constitution," in Haim, Arab Nationalism, pp. 233-241.

Michel Aflaq, "Nationalism and Revolution," in Haim, Arab Nationalism, pp. 242-249.

(2004 ,2'ax 7n NO'0I2IN :2AN 7N [.X.0A 1AN) AWYAN BN NAINND 779V 7@ ,n212 X2

2127712 AXT N2, Amiary AMIT7IiN (N'00Y7X'XI0N N'2AYn AUNNN Nazon" ,jNIN j7ny!
.120-89 'ny ,(1970 ,722 na :2'ax 7n) '2yn or7xxXion ,(711y)

.22-8 'ny (2002 ,inv'an TIwn :2axX 7n) NraTiAl Dr7010719 ,0TOVIMN 1Y

,(2004 ,ninnnx niy'T :2aX 7n) N7 NT NINA7 ,'A79X 01701 TINA7X 7X123,[1'0 78121V
.107-29 'ny

Gudrun Kramer, Hasan al-Banna (Oxford: Oneworld, 2010), pp. 1-46.

.159-121 'ny ,(2012 ,2'ax 7n) 1320717 T¥N'aN1 12N1IY2 XIN DX70XN ,X12-7X [ON

Meir Hatina, "An Earlier Sunni Version of Khomeini’s Rule of the Jurist: Mustafa al-
Sibai on 'Ulama’ and Politics," Arabica 57 (2010), pp. 455-476.

Suha Taji-Farouki, A Fundamental Quest: Hizb al-Tahrir and the Search for the
Islamic Caliphate (London: Grey Seal, 1996).

Taqi al-Din al-Nabhani, Nizam al-hukm fi’l-Islam mafahim Hizb al-Tahrir (2nd. ed.,
Jerusalem: Manshurat Hizb al-Tahrir, 1953), pp. 74-89.
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.60-28 'ny ,(1986 , 7121y Dy :2'aX 7n) ON70XN 'N1j7 ,[I'D 7X1INY
.102-75 'ny ,(2011 ,22'701 :2'aX 7n) 17T 2PY 1'7i7'T10 DX70XN 009N 1017 T'O

IXTI0IXI 0N (771Y) (170X My N2 ,"0XN2 DP"AXT70X IXTIDIN 112X, [N07X TN
.146-113 'ny ,(1983 ,2'ax 7n) 0xna

Gills Kepel, The Prophet and Pharaoh: Muslim Extremism in Egypt (London: Dar al-
Saqi, 1985).

Johannes J.G. Jansen, The Neglected Duty: The Creed of Sadat's Assassins and
Islamic Resurgence in the Middle East (New York: Macmillan, 1986), pp. 160-175,
182-194.

Itzchak Weisman, "Sa‘id Hawwa and Islamic Revivalism in Ba‘thist Syria," Studia
Islamica 85 (1997), pp. 131-154.

Hamid Algar, Islam and Revolution: Writings and Declarations of Imam Khomeini
(Berkeley: Mizan Press, 1981), pp. 40-83.

-167 'ny ,(X¥"own) 2"n wTnn namn "NIxXni jirn :X1'¥21 N>7nn 0oN (107", [720'7 1NN
/

Murtada Mutahhari, "Shaid," in M. Abedi & G. Legenhausen (eds.), Jihad and
Shahadat: Struggle and Martyrdom in Islam (Houston: The Institute for Research
and Islamic Studies, 1986), pp. 125-152.

Murtada Mutahhari, Fundamentals of Islamic Thought: God, Man and the Universe
(Berkeley: Mizan Press, 1985), pp. 84-89, 99-105.

Ali Rahnema, "Ali Shariati: Teacher, Preacher, Rebel," in idem, Pioneers of Islamic
Revival (London: Zed Books, 1994), pp. 208-250.

'Ali Shari'ati, "A Discussion of Shahid," in Abedi & Legenhausen (eds.), Jihad and
Shahadat, pp. 230-243.

0'719,(1989 , 121y DY :2'aX 7N) 1127 7v ny'wil 1TY-7X XOIN :07Y10 OXN'ND ,'N'AY TXNID
4, 6.

(1998 ,/"T nwn DN :2AX 7N) N77XarN 7V [9X¥NN :N77X7T9 ,1N077 '0N

Muhammad Husayn Fadl Allah, "An Islamic Perspective on the Lebanese
Experience," Middle East Insight 6/1-2 (1988), pp. 18-26.

Muhammad Husayn Fadl Allah, "Islamic Unity and Political Change," Journal of
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Palestine Studies 25/1 (1995), pp. 61-75.

Chibli Mallat, "Muhammad Baqger as-Sadr," in Rahnema (ed.), Pioneers of Islamic
Revival, pp. 251-272.

R.W. Baker, Islam without Fear: Egypt and the New Islamists (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2003), pp.

'ny , (2006 rown) 30 0"o7x ,"nNxynn VOI-7X NA75n0 :1aNXN OX70XN" ,N2'0N 1'NN
133-114.

Bettina Graf, "The Concept of Wasatiyya in the Work of Yusuf al-Qaradawi," in: J.
Skovaard-Petersen and B. Graf (eds.), Global Mufti: The Phenomenon of Yusuf al-
Qaradawi, London: Hurst, 2009), pp. 213-238.

.142-112 'ny ,(1999 ,nnnnx niy'T :2ax 7n) 1967 txn 021 Nraly (7070 ,'n'ay TXI9

.75-74 'ny ,(1989) 32 711> ,09nr,"nin>onnn" ,0'oN-7X j7'9in

-139 'ny ,(I"nwn ,01xn :0'7¥11Y) NN NS0 ,NIAN AT XA (70T ,(NdY) 17T Ni7a0
146, 179- 190.

, TNINNN Y270 NXXIA (21AX 7N) DI7WAI N'0N7IATA NIDTA (NINKA QYT ' TAN-7X ['MX
.59 -28 'ny ,(2001

Saad Eddin Ibrahim, "Reviving Middle Eastern Liberalism," Journal of Democracy,
Vol. 14 (October 2003), pp. 5-10.

Nasr Abu Zaid with Esther R. Nelson, Voice of an Exile (Westport, Conn.: Praeger,
2004), pp. 165-208.

719 ,(2000 , 121y DY :2'aX 7N) AT 7¥ AX'O'TIN :0'2AVNA 7Y NINIZNN [INX 'Y TNID
Jpmn

D27V D'772'71 D'OO'AX70XN 7V DNIYNAL 7RI NIAPXD 7UA ,12UN 102 VOINT 0 NN
.158-115 'ny (2013 ,TniXnn yia'j70 :2'aN 7N)

7V DNIANA N'2ID'M NITAN N70700 7¥ DMPYIN WY 2Y0 2AXND 7X YO L, [Mal TIT
.(2016 ,onxn :D'7w10Y) DAY 0'712'7
.7 ,5 0719 ,(2016 ,21'701 :2'aX 7n) 11TINN OX70X2 12170 7V (NINAN YaA ,N1'0N 1NN

J. Teitelbaum, Holier than Thou: Saudi Arabia’s Islamic Opposition (Washington: The
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 2000), pp. 25-71.
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Andrew McGregor, "'Jihad and the Rifle Alone': 'Abdullah 'Azzam and the Islamist
Revolution," The Journal of Conflict Studies 33/2 (Fall 2003), pp. 92-113.

'‘Azzam, "What Jihad Taught Me," in Ibrahim Abu Rabi' (ed.), The Contemporary Arab
Reader on Political Islam (London: Pluto Press, 2010), pp. .

'Abdullah 'Azzam, "Martyrs: the Building Blocks of Nations," in
http://www.almeshkat.net/vb/archive/index.php/t-16962.html.

Fawaz A. Gerges, The Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2005), pp. 80-150.

Raymond Ibrahim, The al-Qaeda Reader (New York: Broadway Books, 2007).

Osama Bin Laden, Messages to the World: The Statements of Osama bin Laden. ed.
by Bruce Lawrence. trans. by James Howarth (London; New York: Verso, 2005).

Laura Mansfiled, His Own Words: Translation and Analysis of the Writings of Dr.
Ayman al-Zawabhiri (Old Tappan, N.J., 2006), pp. 205-225.

Philipp Holtmann, Abu Mus'ab al-Suri’s Jihad Concept (Tel Aviv: Moshe Dayan
Center, 2009), pp. 53-65, 91-121.

Kanan Makiya and Hassan Mneimneh, "Manual for a Raid," in R. B. Silvers (ed.)
Striking Terror: America’s New War (New York: Publishers Group West, 2002), pp.
319-327.

Nelly Lahoud, "In Search of Philosopher-Jihadis: Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi’s Jihadi
Philosophy," Totalitarian Movements and Political Religions 10/2 (June 2009), pp.
205-220.

Joas Wagemakers, A Quietist Jihadi: The Ideology and Influence of Abu Muhammad
al-Maqdisi (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012), pp. 51-74.

William McCants, The ISIS Apocalypse: The history, Strategy, and Doomsday Vision
of the Islamic State (New York : St. Martin's Press, 2015), pp. 121-144.

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 30 %
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Participation in Tutorials 20 %
Project work 50 %
Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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