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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Occupation & Liberation:Colonialism and Post-
Colonialism in the Modern Middle East - 38252

Last update 24-10-2019

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Islamic & Middle East Stud.

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Arnon Degani

Coordinator Email: arnondeg@gmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: Per appointment

page 1/5


mailto:arnondeg@gmail.com

Teaching Staff:
Dr. Arnon Degani

Course/Module description:

From Morocco to Iraq, all Arab Middle Eastern countries have been significantly
shaped by imperial forces. In this course, we will learn about the takeover of
European empires over the Middle East and the culture apparatuses that enabled
and justified colonial conquests. The course will focus on a few case studies and will
highlight the characteristics common and unique to each colonial regime. We will
also discuss the different ways in which indigenous populations opposed colonial
regimes and how this struggle bolstered or deteriorated their social cohesion and
the stature of their leadership. We will also look at the colonial heritage of the
nation-states established following the withdrawal of European empires and delve
into the questions posed by "post-colonial" critique. Finally, we will cautiously ask
whether Zionism can be classified as a colonialist movement.

Course/Module aims:
1. Proficiency in the key narratives of the European takeover of the Arab Middle
East, and Arab liberation from colonialism.
2. Familiarity with the central features of modern European colonialism.
3. Exploring some of the sophisticated colonial control mechanismes.
4. Identifying the colonial heritage in today’s Middle East.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
Theoretical foundations
Case studies - conquest
Mechanisms of domination and exploitation
National, religious, ethnic, and gendered identities under colonialism
Case studies - liberation
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The post-colonial era
Zionism and colonialism

Required Reading:
List will update in the following weeks:
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Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 40 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 50 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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