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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)
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Campus: Mt. Scopus
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Nadav Solomonovic

Course/Module description:

What is the connection between the Israeli Memorial Day to ‘Id al-Shuhada’ in
Syria or Ataturk’s Memorial Day in Turkey? Between the myth of Tel-Hai and the
Lebanese battle of Malikiyya or between the tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Egypt
and Iragi monuments under Saddam ?

This course addresses the main theoretical approaches to Nationalism, Collective
Memory and the creation and shaping of the Nation in the Middle-East by focusing
on myths, commemoration, official ceremonies, monuments, cemeteries and
museums, focusing on Turkey, Israel, Iraq and Lebanon.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
Analyze Nation building practices in the modern Middle East

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: lecture

Course/Module Content:
Nationalism

Memory

Myths

Memorial Days

Monuments

Required Reading:
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Meir Litvak, “Constructing a National Past: The Palestinian Case,” in Meir Litvak
(ed.), Palestinian Collective Memory and National Identity (New York, NY: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2009), pp. 97-134.
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» Jonathan Kriener, “Religious Pluralism or Multiplied Simple-Mindedness? School
Textbooks for Religious Education in Lebanon,” in Elie Podeh and Samira Alayan
(eds.), Multiple Alterities, Views of Others in Textbooks of the Middle East (Cham:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2018), pp. 187-210.
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Oren Barak, “Commemorating Malikiyya: Political Myth, Multiethnic Identity and the
Making of the Lebanese Army,” History and Memory 13:1 (Spring/Summer 2001),
pp. 60-84

Asli Glr, “Stories in Three Dime__nsions: Narratives of the Nation and the Anatolian
Civilizations Museum,” in Esra Ozylrek (Ed.), The Politics of Public Memory in
Turkey (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2007), pp. 40-69.
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Nazli Okten, “An Endless Death and an Eternal Mourning,” in Esra Ozyiirek (Ed.),
The Politics of Public Memory in Turkey (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2007),
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pp. 95-113.

Fruma Zachs, “Transformations of a Memory of Tyranny in Syria: From Jamal Pasha
to ‘Id al-Shuhada’, 1914-2000,” Middle Eastern Studies 48:1, (January 2012), pp.
73-88.

Nadav Solomonovich, “‘Democracy and National Unity Day’ in Turkey - The
Invention of a New National Holiday,” New Perspectives on Turkey 64 (2021), pp.
55-80.

Michael E. Meeker, “Once There Was, Once There Wasn’t: National Monuments and
Interpersonal Exchange”, in Sibel Bozdogan and Resat Kasaba (eds.) Rethinking
Modernity and National Identity in Turkey (Seattle and London, 1997), 157-191
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Kanan Makiya, Monument: Art and Vulgarity in Saddam Hussein's Iraq (London: 1.B.
Tauris, 2004), pp. 1-32.

Asher Kaufman, “Forgetting the Lebanon War? On Silence, Denial, and the Selective
Remembrance of the “First” Lebanon War,” in Efrat Ben-Ze'ev, Ruth Ginio and Jay
Winter (eds.) Shadows of War: a Social History of Silence in the Twentieth Century
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), pp. 197-216.

Oren Barak, “‘Don't Mention the War?’ The Politics of Remembrance and

Forgetfulness in Postwar Lebanon,” Middle East Journal 61:1 (Winter, 2007), pp.
49-70.

Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 100 %

Additional information:
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