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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Islamic & Middle East Stud.
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Teaching Staff:
Prof. Elie Podeh

Course/Module description:

The Middle East underwent many changes since the Arab Spring, the Corona
epidemic and the war in Gaza. In spite of the short historical perspective, This
course will atempt to analyze and assess the results and repercussions of these
events on the Middle East in general and on particular states in particular. The
course will deal with questions of identity, legitimacy, stability, economy and other
factors that affected the Middle Eastern states.

Course/Module aims:

The aim of this course is to acquaint the students with the main actors operations
during the war and their interests. In addition, the aim is to understand the
repercussions of the war on Israel. In such a way, the students will be able to
recognize patterns of continuity and change in the Middle East.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

The student will recognize the the relevant approaches to studying the
contemporary Middle East; learn several major histoical cases; learn to appreciate
the importance of the spidoes while comparing between the case studies; learn to
be critical of the academic literature and be able to sparate between useful
information and fake news.

Attendance requirements(%):
according to faculty regulations

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and discussion in class

Course/Module Content:
1. Introduction
2. Israel in the Middle East at present
3. Egypt: The Big Sister?
4. Wheither Syria
5. Jordan: A Threat to Stability?
6. Lebanon: A New Era?
7. Saudi Arabia: Reforms, War - and Normalization?
8. The UAE: Another Model
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9. Qatar: An Honest Broker?

10. The Houthis in Yemen

11. The Palestinians: Between the PA and Hamas
12. The Superpowers in the ME

13. Conclusing session

Required Reading:
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Elie Podeh, “From Leader to Partner: Egypt’s Declining Role in the Arab System,
1952-2020,” in Uzi Rabi and Mira Tzoreff, From the 1919 Revolution to the 2011
Arab Spring (London: Routledge, 2024), pp. 137-152.
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https://www.inss.org.il/he/publication/new-lebanon/
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Gregory Gause lll, “What the War in Gaza Means for Saudi Arabia”, Foreign Affairs, 7
November 2023.
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https://www.mei.edu/multimedia/podcast/yemens-civil-war-ten-years-later
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https://www.boi.org.il/publications/pressreleases/11-12-24a/
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Benny Miller, “Israel Post-October 7 Wars and the International Order”,
Strategic Assessment, February 2025.
https://www.inss.org.il/strategic_assessment/post-october-7/
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 100 %

Additional information:
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