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Teaching Staff:
Prof Adam Nir

Course/Module description:

Decentralization is one of the main issues educational systems around the world
are struggling with. The introduction of School Based Management reform is its
most recent expression.

Based on the theoretical and empirical literature, this course discusses the
implications different patterns of control have for organizational behavior. Special
attention is dedicated to the main dilemmas that follow the transition from central
to local control. Specifically, the course elaborates some of the implications
decentralization and School Based Management has for social equality and the
narrowing of social gaps, socialization processes, the supervision of schools, school
management and the school-community relationship.

Course/Module aims:
Students will understand the significance of different patterns of control for
organizational behavior

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Students will be familiar with some of the theoretical and empirical literature on
control and will understand the implications different patterns of control have for
personal and organizational behavior.

Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal lessons

Course/Module Content:
Power and authority in formal organizational systems
What's between centralization and decentralization
What is School Based Management?
The history of decentralization efforts in the Israeli educational system
School Based Management on the Israeli education system
Decentralizing management in School Based Managing schools: Equity,
socialization, National values, resources, supervision, school-parents relationship
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Required Reading:
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Dunlap, D.M., & Goldman, P. (1991). Rethinking power in schools. Educational
Administration Quarterly, 27 (1), pp. 5-29.

Weick, K.E., (1976). Educational organizations as loosely coupled systems,
Administrative Science Quarterly, 21, 1-19.

Brown, D. (1990). Decentralization and school based management. London: Falmer
pp. 129-200.

------- (1991) Decentralization. California: Corwin.

Bray, M. (1985) - Education and decentralization in less developed countries: a
comment on general trends, issues and problems, with particular reference to
Papua New Guinea, Comparative Education, 21 (2), 183-197.

Weiler, H.N. (1990). Comparative perspectives on educational decentralization: an
exercise in contradiction? Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis,
12 (4): 433-448.

Wohlstetter, P., & Odden, A. (1992). Rethinking school based management policy
and
research. Educational Administration Quarterly, 28, 529-49.

Vollansky, A. & Bar-Elli, D. (1995) - Moving toward equitable school-based
management, Educational Management, 53 (4), 60-62.

David, J. L. (1989). Synthesis of research on school-based management. Educational
Leadership, 46 (8), 45-53.

Robertson, P. J., & Briggs, K. L. (1998). Improving schools through school based

management: An examination of the process of change. School Effectiveness and
School Improvement, 9 (1), 28-57.

Sackney, L. E., & Dibski, D. J. (1994). School-based management: A critical

perspective.

Educational Management and Administration, 22 (2), 104-12.
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Conley, S. (1991). Review of research on teacher participation in school
decision-making. Review of Research in Education, 17, 225-226.
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Calvert, J. (1990). The dangers of school-based budgeting. Our Schools Our Selves,
1(2), 29-45.

Blumberg, A. (1985). The school superintendent: Living with conflict. New York:
Teachers College Press.

Crowson, R.L. (1987). The local school district superintendency: A puzzling
administrative role. Educational Administration Quarterly, 23 (3): 49-69.

Cuban, L. (1985). Conflict and leadership in the superintendency, Phi Delta Kappan,
67, 28-30.

Hallinger, P., & Edwards, M. A. (1992). The paradox of superintendent leadership in
school restructuring. School Effectiveness and School Improvement, 3 (2),
131-149.

Mayo, R. (1999). From outside in: Additional conflict for the public school
superintendent. Journal of School Leadership, 9, 160-179.

Murphy, J.T. (1991). Superintendents as saviors: From the terminator to pogo,
Phi Delta Kappan, 72, (7), 507-513.
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Brown, F. & Hunter, R.C. (1998) School-Based management: Involving minority
parents in shared decision making, Urban Education, 33, (1), 95-122.

Goldring, E. (1986) “The school community: its effects on principals’ perception of
parents”, Educational Administration Quarterly, 22 (2), 115-132.

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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