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Course/Module description:

In this course we will deepen our understanding of main sociological theories -
functionalism, conflict and interpretive approaches - based on the views of the
founder fathers of sociology (Durkheim, Marx and Weber) and their followers
(Parsons, Berenstein, Bourdieu and Foucault). Through them, we will deal with
central topics of education and social inquiry: inequality, knowledge construction
and education in the global era.

Course/Module aims:
The objective of this course is to develop a critical thinking regarding social
inequality and the contribution of education to its reproduction.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
a?’i)eig%ntify the specific terminology of each of the classic theoretical approaches
To point to different approaches that deal with social inequality

To differentiate between various methodologies in sociology of education

To point to the way that educational knowledge is constructed and diffuse

To criticize educational policy in Israel

Attendance requirements(%):
80% of the courses

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal, powerpoints, discussion
with the students, small groups discussions, group assignments

Course/Module Content:
A presentation of the founder fathers of sociology - Durkheim, Marx and Weber.

The Functionalist approach
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and education : social, inequality, meritocracy and equality of opportunity
Statification, human capital, social capital

The conflictual approach and education an reproduction of social structure
The interpretative approach and the question of inequality in education

The neoinstitutional approach in education and the influence of international
organizations

Neoliberal appraoch in education - a critical perspective

Science, statistics and measurement in education

Required Reading:
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Walters, D. (2004). The relationship between postsecondary education and sKkill:
Comparing credentialism with human capital theory. Canadian Journal of Higher
Education, 34(2), 97-124. (only: Functionalism and Human Capital Theory pp. 99-
101).
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Anyon, Jean 1981 Schools as Agencies of Social Legitimation. International Journal
of Political Education, 4: 195-218.)only 204-214).
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Brown, D. K. (2001). The social sources of educational credentialism: Status
cultures, labor markets, and organizations. Sociology of Education, 19-34. (only
:Weber's Sociology of Education pp. 20-22).
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Weber, Max. 1958. Class, status, party In: Essays in Sociology. Ed. Guenther Roth
and Claus Wittich. Berkeley: University of California Press pp. 180-195.
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Walters, D. (2004). The relationship between postsecondary education and skill:
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Comparing credentialism with human capital theory. Canadian Journal of Higher
Education, 34(2), 97-124. (only : Credentialism pp. 101-105)

Brown, P., & Souto-Otero, M. (2018). The end of the credential society? An analysis
of the relationship between education and the labour market using big data. Journal
of Education Policy, 1-24.
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Rosen, Harold 1974 Language and class: a critical look at the theories of Basil
Bernstein. The Urban review: vol:7 iss:2 pg:97-114 (only pages 99-100)

Nicola Ingram (2009) Working-class boys, educational success and the
misrecognition of working-class culture, British Journal of Sociology of Education,
30:4, 421-434.To link to this article: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01425690902954604
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Becker, Howard (1952). “Social-Class Variations in the Teacher-Pupil Relationship",
Journal of Educational Sociology. Vol. 25, No. 8: 451-465. )FindIt@HU]JI Full Text(.
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Emirbayer, M., & Mische, A. (1998). What is agency? American journal of sociology,
103(4), 962-1023.
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Larsson, S (2009) A pluralist view of generalization in qualitative studies.
International Journal of Research & Method in Education, Vol. 32, Issue 1,pp. 25 -
38.

Mehan, Hugh, 1992. “Understanding inequality in schools: The contribution of
interpretive studies.” Sociology of Education, Vol. 65(1):1-20.(FindIt@HU]JI Full Text(.
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Benavot, Aaron (1997) “Institutional approach to the Study of Education,” Pp.
340-345 in

Lawrence Saha (ed.) International Encyclopedia of the Sociology of Education.
Oxford, UK: Elsevier

Science.

McNeely, Connie 1995 "Prescribing national education policies: The role of
international organizations," Comparative Education Review 39 (4): 483-507.
)FindIt@HUJI Full Text(.
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Ramirez, F. O., Schofer, E., & Meyer, J]. W. (2018). International Tests, National
Assessments, and Educational Development (1970-2012). Comparative Education
Review, 62(3), 344-364 (mainly 344-350 and 356-358).

Draelants, H., & Maroy, C. (2007). Institutional change and public policy. Knowledge
and Policy in Education and Health Sectors. Literature Review.(on new
institutionalism).
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Zapp, M. (2019). Empowerment for individual agency: an analysis of international
organizations’ curriculum recommendations. Globalisation, Societies and Education,
1-30.

Feniger, Y., & Atia, M. (2018). Rethinking cause and effect: Analyzing economic
growth and PISA scores over a period of 15 years. In World Yearbook of Education
2019 (pp. 96-110). Routledge.
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Morgan, Clara 2011 Constructing the OECD programme for international student
assesssement. In: MA Pereyra, HG Kotthoff, R Cowen (eds) - Pisa Under
Examination. Changing knowledge, changing tests and changing schools. Roterdam:
Sense Publisher ,pp. 47-60 (X2 01j70).
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Peters, M., Marshall, James and Fitzsimons, Patrick 2000 “Managerialism and
educational policy in a global context: Foucault, Neoliberalism, and the doctrine of
self-mangament.” In: Burbules, Nicholas C. and Torres, Carlos A (eds.) Globalization
and education Critical perspectives. Routledge, London, New York, pp. 109-132 (anx
(071

Popkewitz, T. S. PISA Numbers, standardizing conduct, and the alchemy of school
subjects. In Pereyra, M. A., Kotthoff, H. G., & Cowen, R. (2011).In PISA Under
Examination, Brill Sense (pp. 18-30).
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Ball, S. J., Rollock, N., Vincent, C., & Gillborn, D. (2013). Social mix, schooling and
intersectionality: Identity and risk for Black middle class families. Research Papers

in Education, 28(3), 265-288.
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Hursh, David (2005): The growth of high-stakes testing in the USA: accountability,
markets and the decline in educational equality, British Educational Research
Journal, 31:5, 605-622 .To link to this article:
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01411920500240767

Ravitch, Diane 2016 When Public Goes Private, as Trump Wants: What Happens?
The New York Review of Books. DECEMBER 8, 2016 ISSUE
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Niemi, Hanneli 2012 The societal factors contributing to education and schooling in
Finland. In: Niemi, Hannele, Toom Auli and Kallioniemi, Arto (eds.) Miracle of
education : Principles and practices of teaching and learning Finnish schools.
Rotterdam: Sense Publishers, pp. 19-38.

Additional Reading Material:

Harker, R. and May, S. A. 1993. "Code and Habitus - comparing the accounts of
Bernstein and Bourdieu, British Journal of Sociology of Education, Vol. 14:169-178.
FindIt@HU]JI Full Text(.

Apple, Michael 1987 Producing inequality. Educational Studies, 18,2 :196-220.
(FindIt@HU]JI Full Text)

Education and the Commercial Mindset by Samuel E. Abrams, Harvard University
Press. School Choice: The End of Public Education? by Mercedes K. Schneider
Teachers College Press.

Phillip Brown (1999) Globalisation and the Political Economy of High Skills,
Journal of Education and Work, 12:3, 233-251.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1363908990120302

Hursh, David. 2001 Neoliberalism and the control of teachers, students, and
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learning: The rise of standards, standardization, and accountability. Cultural logic,
vol: 4 iss:1 pg:4-8. .(FindIt@HUJI Full Text(.
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Hursh, David. 2005 Neo-liberalism, Markets and Accountability: transforming
education and undermining democracy in the United States and England . Policy
Futures in Education, Volume 3, Number 1, pp. 3-15.( FindIt@HUJI Full Text(

Verger, A., Prieto, M., Pagés, M., & Villamor, P. (2018). Common standards, different
stakes: A comparative and multi-scalar analysis of accountability reforms in the
Spanish education context. European Educational Research Journal,
1474904118785556.

Larsson, S (2009) A pluralist view of generalization in qualitative studies.
International Journal of Research & Method in Education, Vol. 32, Issue 1,pp. 25 -
38.

McNeely, Connie 1995
"Prescribing national education policies: The role of international organizations,"
Comparative Education Review 39 (4): 483-507. )Findit@HU]JI Full Text(.
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Diane Reay (2004): ‘It's all becoming a habitus’: beyond the habitual use of habitus
in educational research, British Journal of Sociology of Education, 25:4, 431-444.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0142569042000236934

Harker, R. and May, S. A. 1993. "Code and Habitus - comparing the accounts of
Bernstein and Bourdieu, British Journal of Sociology of Education, Vol. 14:169-178.
)JFindIt@HUJI Full Text(.

Wayne W. Au (2008) Devising inequality: a Bernsteinian analysis of high-stakes
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testing and social reproduction in education, British Journal of Sociology of
Education, 29:6,639-651. DOI: 10.1080/01425690802423312
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Education and the Commercial Mindset by Samuel E. Abrams, Harvard University
Press. School Choice: The End of Public Education? by Mercedes K. Schneider
Teachers College Press.

Phillip Brown (1999) Globalisation and the Political Economy of High Skills,
Journal of Education and Work, 12:3, 233-251.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1363908990120302
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Hursh, David. 2005 Neo-liberalism, Markets and Accountability: transforming
education and undermining democracy in the United States and England . Policy
Futures in Education, Volume 3, Number 1, pp. 3-15.( FindIt@HUJI Full Text(

Apple, Michael 1987 Producing inequality. Educational Studies, 18,2 :196-220.
(FindIt@HUJI Full Text)

Education and the Commercial Mindset by Samuel E. Abrams, Harvard University
Press. School Choice: The End of Public Education? by Mercedes K. Schneider
Teachers College Press.

Phillip Brown (1999) Globalisation and the Political Economy of High Skills,
Journal of Education and Work, 12:3, 233-251.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1363908990120302

Hursh, David. 2001 Neoliberalism and the control of teachers, students, and
learning: The rise of standards, standardization, and accountability. Cultural logic,
vol: 4 iss:1 pg:4-8. .(FindIt@HUJI Full Text(.
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Hursh, David. 2005 Neo-liberalism, Markets and Accountability: transforming
education and undermining democracy in the United States and England . Policy
Futures in Education, Volume 3, Number 1, pp. 3-15.( FindIt@HUJI Full Text(

Verger, A., Prieto, M., Pages, M., & Villamor, P. (2018). Common standards, different
stakes: A comparative and multi-scalar analysis of accountability reforms in the
Spanish education context. European Educational Research Journal,
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1474904118785556.

Yariv Feniger, Idit Livneh & Abraham Yogev (2012) Globalisation and the politics of
international tests: the case of Israel, Comparative Education, 48:3, 323-335, DOI:
10.1080/03050068.2011.622539

Zapp, M. (2018). Beyond Large-Scale Achievement Testing-The ‘Psychological
Turn’in International Organizations’ Work on Educational Assessment. In Cross-
nationally comparative, evidence-based educational policymaking and reform (pp.
161-195). Emerald Publishing Limited.

Diane Reay (2004): ‘It's all becoming a habitus’: beyond the habitual use of habitus
in educational research, British Journal of Sociology of Education, 25:4, 431-444.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0142569042000236934

Harker, R. and May, S. A. 1993. "Code and Habitus - comparing the accounts of
Bernstein and Bourdieu, British Journal of Sociology of Education, Vol. 14:169-178.
)JFindIt@HUJI Full Text(.

Popkewitz, T. S. (2014). Numbers, Standardizing Conduct, Making Differences: The
Impracticality of PISA in School Change.

Antoni Verger, Lluis Parcerisa & Clara Fontdevila (2018): The growth and spread of
large-scale assessments and test-based accountabilities: a political sociology of
global education reforms, Educational Review

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2019.1522045

Wayne W. Au (2008) Devising inequality: a Bernsteinian analysis of high-stakes
testing and social reproduction in education, British Journal of Sociology of
Education, 29:6,639-651. DOI: 10.1080/01425690802423312

Rizvi, F., Lingard, B., & Lavia, J. (2006). Postcolonialism and education: Negotiating a
contested terrain. Pedagogy, Culture & Society, 14(3), 249-262.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 60 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 30 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %
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Other 0 %

Additional information:
Date of home exam 21-23 February 2022
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