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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

EDUCATION POLICIES IN ISRAEL AND IN THE WORLD -
34533

Last update 16-02-2021

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Education

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Julia Resnik

Coordinator Email: julia.resnik@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Thursday 14-1430 contact via mail opreviously
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Julia Resnik

Course/Module description:

This course aims at understanding the development of education systems in Israel
and in the world from a critical perspective. We deal with the shift from national to
global educational policies and the role played by international organizations
(UNESCO, OECD, and the World Bank) in this transformation. We consider the social
and political impact of educational policies through different theoretical approaches:
functionalist, neo-Marxist, neo-institutionalist and neo-Weberian.

Course/Module aims:

Our aim in the course is that students acquire an historical, contextual and critical
understanding of transformations in education policies based on different
sociological approaches.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. To characterize the main education reforms after WWi|
2. To define neoliberal reforms since the 1980s
3. To define the paradigms that led the reforms in the 1960s and the reforms since
the 1980s through the world
4. To differentiate between main sociological theories that explain the
developments of educational policies
5. To criticize the overwhelming testing policies that take place in many countries in
the world as well as in Israel

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal, powerpoints, discussion
with the students

Course/Module Content:
1.From an equality of opportunity policies to cost/effective policies
2. Education reforms in the 1960s - historical development
3. From equality of opportunity in the 1960s to parents choice in the 2000

page2/8



4. Globalization and its influence on education
5. Accountability and privatization of education
6. international organizations - a main actor in advancing education policies

Required Reading:
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Shields, R. (2013) Education and international development. In Shields, R.
Globalization and international education. A&C Black (Chapter 1, pp. 9-16).
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Shields, R. (2013) Education and global knowledge economy. In Shields, R.
Globalization and international education. A&C Black (Chapter 6, pp. 77-90).
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Burbules, N. C. a. Torres, Carlos A. 2000 Globalization and education: an
introduction. In Burbules, N. C. and Torres, Carlos A. )Eds.) Globalization and
education Critical perspectives. London, New York, Routledge, pp. 1-26.
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Lingard, Bob Sellar,Sam and Lewis, Steven 2017 Accountabilities in Schools and
School Systems. Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Education.
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Ramirez, F. O., Schofer, E., & Meyer, J. W. (2018). International Tests, National
Assessments, and Educational Development (1970-2012). Comparative Education
Review, 62(3), 344-364 (mainly 344-350 and 356-358).
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Popkewitz, Thomas 2011 PISA Numbers, standardizing conduct and the alchemy of
school subjects. In: MA Pereyra, HG Kotthoff, R Cowen (eds) - Pisa Under
Examination. Changing knowledge, changing tests and changing schools. Roterdam:
Sense Publisher, pp. 31-46. (wnxa (01170
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Reyes, V., & Tan, C. (2018). Assessment Reforms in High-Performing Education
Systems: Shanghai and Singapore. In International Trends in Educational
Assessment (pp. 25-39). Brill Sense.
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Apple, Michael 2000 Between neoliberalism and neo-conservatism
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Apple, Michael 2000 Between neoliberalism and neo-conservatism: Education and
conservatism in a global context. In Burbules, N. C. and Torres, Carlos A. )Eds.)
Globalization and education Critical perspectives. London, New York, Routledge, pp.
57-77

Samoff, J. 1999 Institutionalizing international influence. In Arnove, Robert. F. and
Torres, Carlos Alberto (eds.) Comparative education - The dialectic of the global and
the local. New York, Rowman and Littlefileds Publisher: ch. 2: 51-89. (xnj77 j7
75-89)
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Aurén, H., & Joshi, D. K. (2015). Teaching the world that less is more: Global
education testing and the Finnish national brand. Symposium Books, pp. 63-79.
Feniger, Y., & Atia, M. (2018). Rethinking cause and effect: Analyzing economic
growth and PISA scores over a period of 15 years. In World Yearbook of Education
2019 (pp. 96-110). Routledge.
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Morgan, Clara 2011 Constructing the OECD programme for international student
assessment. In: MA Pereyra, HG Kotthoff, R Cowen (eds) - Pisa Under Examination.
Changing knowledge, changing tests and changing schools. Roterdam: Sense
Publisher ,pp. 47-60 (wnx2 011j70).
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Peters, Marshall,and Fitzsimons, P. 2000 - Managerialism, Foucault and
neoliberalism
129YN 2N 7Y [NYSWAI NI7IN Ninaio (11 uyw

Ayman K. Agbaria, Salam Daibes & Aline Muff (2020): Between collaboration and
conflict: the exploration of micropolitical processes during reform enactment in an
Arab junior high school in Israel, Educational Review, DOI:
10.1080/00131911.2019.1705249 To link to this article:
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2019.1705249
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Toom Auli and Husu, Jukka 2012 Finish teachers as ‘Makers of many’: balancing
between broad pedagogical freedom and responsibility. In: Niemi, Hannele, Toom
Auli and Kallioniemi, Arto (eds.) Miracle of education : Principles and practices of
teaching and learning Finnish schools. Rotterdam: Sense Publishers, pp. 39-54.
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https://www.crisis-experts.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/%D7 % 9E%D7 %A9 %D
7%91%D7%A8 %D7%94%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%94 %D
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D7%9E%D7 %A2%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7 %AA %D7%94%D7 %97 %D7%99%D7%A0%
D7%95%D7%9A %D7%94%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%
D7%AA _.pdf
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Vegas Emiliana, Tuesday, March 20, 2018

5 lessons from educational reforms in Chile (Brookings report)
https://www.brookings.edu/research/5-lessons-from-recent-educational-reforms-in-
chile/
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Additional Reading Material:
Schofer, E. and Meyer ] 2005 The worldwide expansion of higher education in the
twentieth century. Amerian Sociological Review, 70, 6:898-920.

Popkewitz, Thomas 2011 PISA Numbers, standardizing conduct and the alchemy of
school subjects. In: MA Pereyra, HG Kotthoff, R Cowen (eds) - Pisa Under
Examination. Changing knowledge, changing tests and changing schools. Roterdam:
Sense Publisher
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Peters, M., Marshall, J. and Fitzsimons, P. 2000 “Managerialism and educational
policy in a global context: Foucault, Neoliberalism, and the doctrine of self-
mangament.” In Burbules, Nicholas C. and Torres, Carlos A (eds.) Globalization and
education Critical perspectives. Routledge, London, New York, pp. 109-132
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,(217'2'N ;71N .0'7wa DIy TN NS 277' anx ' 7w 2010 |7,122'V1 0272 ,Nj712-217X
D'TIY ,2'aNX 7N NO'0I2IN ,NINT NXXIN . 7XI2 1112'XA 712'N2 NN N019A (NDI1Y) NNIX
111-144.

Gandin, Luis A. Creating real alternatives to neo-liberal policies in education. In The
subaltern speak: Curriculum, power, and educational struggles. Routledge, New
York, pp. 217-241.

Arnove, Robert 2008 Educational reform around the world: to what ends? In Resnik,
J. (Ed.) The production of the educational knowledge in the global era. Roterdam,
Sense Publisher, pp. 109-120.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 90 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:

active participation in class discussion, reading a weekly article from th syllabus,
bringing reports or articles from newspapers and internet are highly recommended
and count for
10 % of the grade
90% exam

page 8/8


http://www.tcpdf.org

