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Course/Module description:

This is an advanced introductory course in qualitative research (following a basic
course on the subject) for undergraduate students in education. The course will
focus on getting to know different approaches and methods used in qualitative
research in education. We will examine the theoretical premises that feed different
approaches and methods in qualitative research and discuss various dilemmas that
arise during the application of these approaches.

We will explore the design of the research questions and the different ways of
collecting data (observations, interviews, and focus groups). Special attention will
be given to ethnographic research as a unique methodology that raises key
questions about the place of the researcher in the research - issues that are also
relevant to other types of qualitative research in general. We will also address
issues of ethics, and questions of reliability in research.

Course/Module aims:

The purpose of the course is to strengthen familiarity with the principles of
qualitative research, its theoretical foundations, and in particular - learning different
methods with which researchers conduct qualitative studies.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
Students will get to know the qualitative research paradigm and its characteristics;

Students will develop abilities to critically reading qualitative studies with
awareness to issues of ethics and reliability;

Students will be familiar with central methods of qualitative research (interviews,
observation, focus groups);

Students will get acquaintance with ethnographic methods in education and their
implementation in the field of education;

Students will practice open- ended interview and will be able to understand and
discuss the dynamics of this method and its meaning for collecting data in
qualitative research.

Attendance requirements(%):
90%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures, accompanied by group
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work exercises and ongoing study including active involvement in internet forums.
Lectures, accompanied by group work exercises and ongoing study including active
involvement in internet forums.

Course/Module Content:

Lesson 1-2 - Different views on qualitative research and its role in education
Lesson 3-4- What do we study? Defining the research field and designing the
research questions.

Lesson 5-6 - In-depth interview

Lesson 7 - The qualitative researcher and his place in the field

Lesson 8: Social categories in a critical view

Lesson 9 - Observation - observing the research arena.

Lesson 10 - Collecting data - documents, objects and photographs.

Lesson 11-12- Ethnographic research and fieldwork in the anthropological research
tradition

Lesson 13 - Autoethnography and its place in educational research

Lesson 14 - Qualitative research and ethnography in education - between the
"micro" and the "macro"
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Hodder, 1. "The Interpretation of Documents and Material Culture". In N.K. Denzin
and Y.S. Lincoln (ed.). Handbook of Qualitative Research. Thousand Oaks: Sage. Pp.
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Fieldnotes. Pp. 1-16, 17-35.

D11'N 7NN NNRL7N1E A'9AIINXNIOIN -13 nyw

NMINT INXN Y71 7V NIOIN-117' 7Y A19IINXIVIN 2717 12D nn X .2016 .17 ,NX7Y
.67-90 ,46 nij71ai

19INXIVIN NIV ;11902 .1NVX-N91 N'ONINNIVIN (12T nnx .2023 .n'mi7v ,0'X'7
.250-298 'ny .0719 :2'aN 7N .N'NX-N11D1

"Mzn"7 “Nzm"n 2 - 1'Na A'9INXI NN 17NN - 14y

:(3-4) 'm ninan ."n1TNn AT 7w 07N N9 N7t ninr 7yt L2011 .y ,)'72'7
405-414.

Lewis, J. and J. Ritchie. “Generalizing from Qualitative Research”. In J. Ritchie and J.

Lewis (eds.). Qualitative Research Practice: A Guide for Social Science Students and
Researchers. London: Sage Publications. Pp. 263-286.

Additional Reading Material:
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Horvat, M.L. Heron, E.T-B. Agbenyega, and B.W. Bergey, The Beginner’s Guide to
Doing Qualitative Research: How to Get into the Field, Collect Data, and Write up
Your Project. New York, NY: Teachers College Press. Pp 3-35.
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Horvat, E. 2013. "Ethnographic Eyes: Developing a Qualitative Research", Making
Sense of What you are Seeing: Analysis and Writing". In E. Horvat, M.L. Heron, E.T-
B. Agbenyega, and B.W. Bergey, The Beginner’s Guide to Doing Qualitative
Research: How to Get into the Field, Collect Data, and Write up Your Project . New
York, NY: Teachers College Press. Pp. 61-80, 105-124.
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‘Observer’ in Participant Observer". Qualitative Research, 3(3): 377-395.
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Legard, R., Keegan, J. and Ward, K. 2003. "In-depth Interviews". In J. Ritchie and J.
Lewis (eds.). Qualitative Research Practice: A Guide for Social Science Students and
Researchers. London: Sage Publications. Pp.138-169.

Kvale, S. 1996. "The Quality of the Interview". In S. Kvale Interviews: An Introduction
to Qualitative Research Interviewing. Thousand Oaks: Sage. Pp. 144-159.
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Douglas, M. (1984 [1966]). Purity and Danger. London: Ark Paperbacks.
Evans-Pritchard, E.E. (1967). Witchraft, Oracles and Magic among the Azande.
Oxford: Clarendon Press. Ch.2: “The Notion of Witchcraft explains unfortunate
events”, pp.18-32.
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Lareau, A. 1996. " Common Problems in Field Work: A Personal Essay". In A. Lareau
and J. Shultz (eds.). Journeys through ethnography: Realistic Accounts of Fieldwork.
Boulder: Westview Press. Pp 195-236.
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Emerson, R.M., Fretz, R. and Shaw, L 1995. "Fieldnotes in Ethnographic Research",
"In the Field: Participating, Observing, and Jotting Notes". In Writing Ethnographic
Fieldnotes. Pp. 1-16, 17-35.

Spradley, J. P. 1980. Participant Observation. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.
Pp 53-62, 73-84.
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Bourdieu. P. 1999. "Order of Things". In P. Bourdieu et al.. The Weight of the World.:
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Social Suffering in the Contemporary Society. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
Pp 60-64.

Janesick, V J. 2003. "The Choreography of Qualitative Research Design: Minuets,
Improvisations, and Crystallization." In N. K. Denzin and Y.S. Lincoln (eds.),
Strategies of Qualitative Research. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications. Pp. 46-79.

Richardson, L and E. A. St. Pierre. 2008. "Writing: A Method of Inquiry". In N. K.
Denzin and Y. S. Lincoln. Collecting and Interpreting Qualitative Methods. Los
Angeles: Sage Publications. Pp. 473-501.

Rubin, H.J. and E. Rubin. 1995. "Keeping on Target While Hanging Loose". In H. L.
Rubin and E. Rubin. Qualitative Interviewing. The Art of Hearing Data. Thousand
Oaks: Sage Publications. Pp. 42-64.

Grading Scheme:
Written / Oral / Practical Exam 60 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %
Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 30 %

Additional information:
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