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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
Introduction to the Sociology - 34202

Last update 27-08-2023

HU Credits: 3

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Education

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Lauren Erdreich

Coordinator Email: lauren.erdreich@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Thursday, 930-1030, room 545
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Teaching Staff:

Ms. tamar benshlomo,
Ms. aviv orner,
Dr. lauren edreich

Course/Module description:

As part of the discipline of Sociology, the Sociology of Education offers concepts
and theories for understanding and analyzing the educational system and
educational processes. The sociological perspective provides insight into social
reality that goes beyond our taken for granted understandings of the motivations
and inner-workings of the various actors in education. It aims to capture the
conscious and unconscious aspects of social and organizational activity. The course
will lay down the social thought behind this perspective, as well as show how the
perspective can be applied to understanding educational activity in different
contexts.

Course/Module aims:
This course aims to introduce students to the sociological approach, as one of the
central disciplines in the research and analysis of education systems.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

At the end of the course students will be able to:
Define concepts and explain theories in the Sociology of Education.
Analyze educational processes utilizing sociological concepts.
Take a personal stance on education based on empirical understandings of
sociological analysis.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: This course provides an
infrastructure for sociological thought. It is constructed on three axes: structural
theories , interpretative theories of social action, and sociological thought outside of
the box of educational institutions. Throughout the course, we will zoom in on
specific topics such as policy, family and education, knowledge and identity, and
gender and adolescence.
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Course/Module Content:
1. Introduction - an invitation to sociology of education
Structural functional paradigm
Conflict paradigm
Spotlight on policy
Theory of social praxis
Spotlight on family and education
Poststructuralism: knowledge and curriculum
Spotlight on knowledge and identity (gender, ethnicity, class, and nationality)
. Social constructivism
10. Spotlight on gender and adolescence
11. Theories of the body in education
12. Learning in the digital age
13. Connectivity in the digital age
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Street, B. (2006). Autonomous and ideological models of literacy: Approaches from
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Young, M. (2007). Bringing knowledge back in: From social constructivism to social
realism in the sociology of education. Routledge. Chapter 2.
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RoutledgeFalmer, 17-32.
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Selwyn, N. (2010). Looking beyond learning: Notes towards the critical study of
educational technology. Journal of computer assisted learning, 26(1), 65-73.
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Affinity online: How connection and shared interest fuel learning. NYU Press,
Introduction 1-25.

https://clalliance.org/about-connected-learning/

Additional Reading Material:
See within above list

Grading Scheme:
Written / Oral / Practical Exam 50 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 6 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 44 %

Additional information:

Attendance in lectures and precepts (80%)
Reading articles
Participation in forums before precepts 6%
4 assignments 44%
Final exam 50%
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