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Course/Module description:

As part of the general discipline, the sociology of education completes the search
for the “correct” solution conducted in other sciences (such as psychology or
management science) by analyzing the unexpected and unintentional aspects of
human activity. The sociology of education presents the gap between planning and
implementing, between the initiated action and its actual results, between declared
objectives and practical policy. Sociologists of education attempt to reveal and
possibly narrow the gap between ideology and practice in social institutions,
organizations, roles and social activities. This unique perspective strives to go
beyond the aspects of our daily reality that are taken for granted, in order to reach
new insight regarding the motives, the interests and causes - conscious and
unconscious - of social organization and action. A central theme in this course is
inequality in education, the ways it is disguised, legitimized and preserved.

Course/Module aims:
This course aims to introduce students to the sociological approach, as one of the
central disciplines in the research and analysis of education systems.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To discuss the main three paradigms at the basis of the sociological perspective -
functionalist, critical and symbolic interaction

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: This is a panoramic course that
covers a range of topics, and includes three main components: a lecture, a review
session and reading material. A formal lecture is given on a weekly basis to the
entire forum, while review sessions are conducted in smaller discussion groups
focusing on implementing the theoretical material and working on the various
reading materials

page2/6



Course/Module Content:

Part 1: The Sociological Approach / View
Lesson 1: The science of sociology and the sociology of education
Part 2: Beyond the Sociological Paradigms
Lessons 2-3: Structural functionalism (the functionalist approach / paradigm)
Lessons 4-5: Conflict (conflict paradigm and Marxist theory)
Lesson 6: Social action (theory of symbolic interactionism) - negotiation processes
and assigning meaning
Part 3: Agents of Socialization (key players), zones of action and the rules of the
game
Lessons 7: The family institution and the connection between family and education
Lesson 8: The state as a central agent of socialization in designing the education
system: locally, nationally and globally
Lesson 9: Knowledge and ideology in education
Lesson 10: Education workers, knowledge providers, cultural interpreters and
agents of change
Lessons 11-12: Education and social power relations - an ethno-national, status and
gender view of the education system
Lesson 13: Gender and education
Lesson 14: Conclusion class - inequality
in education

Required Reading:
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Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 70 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 30 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:

page 6/6


http://www.tcpdf.org

