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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
ZION AND EXILE IN JEWISH NATIONALISM - 33884

Last update 30-09-2015

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: history of jewish people & contemporary jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Dimitry Shumsky

Coordinator Email: dimitry.shumsky@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: by appointment

Teaching Staff:

pagel/4


mailto:dimitry.shumsky@mail.huji.ac.il

Dr. Dimitry Shumsky

Course/Module description:

Studies in basic trends of the Jewish nationalist ideology, with a special focus on
the local cultural contexts of its development in the Fin-de-Siécle Eastern and
Central Europe. The particular emphasis will be laid on the place of the concept of
Diaspora within the framework of the national vision(s) by central Zionist thinkers.

Course/Module aims:

The seminar is meant to introduce students to the ideological and cultural
dimensions of modern Jewish nationalism and its updated scholarly research in light
of the beginning and the making of the non-Jewish modern nationalisms of Eastern
and East-Central Europe. It is also meant to provide students with the tools to
independently deal with the scholarly topics of their choice.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Distinguish between retrospective prism of the national historiographies on their
national pasts and the actual developments of the national movements under
discussion in the historical context of their birth and making, master theoretical
scholarship on nationalism and analyze in its light the social, ideological, political
and cultural aspects of the making of modern Jewish nationalism; conduct
comparative studies of modern Jewish nationalism and modern national movements
of non-Jews; elaborate on the dimensions of continuity and change in the Jewish
collective consciousness from the proto-national age to the age of the modern
Jewish nationalism and Zionism; critically analyze socio-cultural and socio-political
aspects of the canonical texts of modern Zionism in their contemporary contexts.

Attendance requirements(%):
90%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture, seminar, analytical
reading of historical sources and scholarship

Course/Module Content:

"Zion" and "Diaspora", "People" and "Land", "Ethnic" and "Civic" - definitions and
concepts; "theories of nationalism" and research on Jewish nationalism; Miroslav
Hroch and the study of the national movements of non-dominant nationalities;
modern Jewish nationalism and the Fin-de-Siécle multinational Empires;
sovereignty, Diaspora and identity in the perceptions of Pinsker, Herzl and Ahad
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Ha'am; Dubnov and Zionism; Israel Zangwill, the "melting pot" and Zionism; "Poalei
Tsiyon", Ben-Gurion and Ben-Zvi - the Ottoman period; autonomy, federation and
multinational state as perceived by Jabotinsky
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Hroch, Miroslav. "From National Movement to the Fully-Formed Nation: The Nation-
Building Process in Europe", in Becoming National: A Reader (New York and Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 60-77;

Hroch, Miroslav. "Zionism as European National Movement". Jewish Studies 38
(1998): 73-81;
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Stanislawski, Michael. Zionism and the Fin de Siecle: Cosmopolitanism and
Nationalism from Nordau to Jabotinsky (Berkeley / Los Angeles / London: University
of California Press, 2001), pp. 150- 177.
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Additional Reading Material:
Ozkirimli, Umut. Theories of Nationalism: A Critical Introduction. New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2010;

Shumsky, Dimitry. "Leon Pinsker and 'Autoemancipation!': A Reevaluation". Jewish
Social Studies 18' 1 (Fall 2011): 33-62;

254 -223 :(2"vwn) 'y (px ."wTNn n2>yn (0IX70 N2l nnext .nomT, 7001y

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 45 %

Assignments 45 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
Two grades will be given: one for the seminar paper, and one for the course
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