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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Research in Contemporary Jewry - 33813
Last update 04-09-2020

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Uzi Rebhun

Coordinator Email: uzi.rebhun@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wednesday 10:00-11:00

Teaching Staff:

page 1/5


mailto:uzi.rebhun@mail.huji.ac.il

Prof Uzi Rebhun

Course/Module description:

The course will discuss selected issues of present-day Jewish life.

Course/Module aims:

Expose students to the major social, cultural, and political processes among world

Jewry over the past 150 years.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be

able to:

To define, describe, analyze and explain major processes among world Jewry

today.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures

Course/Module Content:
1. Jews and Modernity
2. ldeological Denominations
3. Jewish Demograpgy
4. The Jewish International Migration System
5. Sephardic Jews-Ashkenazic Jews
6. The Jewish Family
7. Social and Economic Stratification
8. Jewish Identity and Education
9. Contemporary Antisemitism
10. Jewish Politics

Required Reading:
Reading List
(most items in Hebrew listed below are also available in English).

Modernity and Jews (¥
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Denominations Ideological (2
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Demography Jewish (a

1.DellaPergola, Sergio. 2014. "Jewish Demography: Fundamentals of the Research
Field". In: Uzi Rebhun (eds.), The Social Scientific Study of Jewry: Sources,
Approaches, Debates (Studies in Contemporary Jewry: An Annual XXVII). New York:
Oxford University Press, pp. 3-36.

System Migration International Jewish The (T

1. DellaPergola, Sergio. 2009. "International Migration of Jews". In: Eliezer Ben-
Rafael and Yitzhak Sternberg (eds). Transnationalism: Diasporas and the Advent of
a New (dis)order. Leiden and Boston: Brill, pp. 213-236.

2. Alroey, Gur. 2015. "Jewish Immigration to Palestine and the U.S. 1905-1925: A
Socio-Demographic Analysis"

In: E. Lederhendler and U. Rebhun (eds.) Research in Jewish Demography and
Identity. Boston: Academic Studies press, pp. 16-45

Jews Ashkenazic-Jews Sephardic (n
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Family Jewish The (i

1. Dencik, Lars. 2009. "Kosher and the Christmas Tree: On Marriages between Jews
and Non-Jews in Sweden, Finland, and Norway". In: Shulamit Reinharz and Sergio
DellaPergola (eds.), Jewish Intermarriage around the World. New Brunswick and
London: Transaction Publishers, pp. 75-87.

2. Thompson, Jennifer A. 2014. Jewish and Their Own Terms: How Intermarried
Couples are Changing American Judaism. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University
Press, pp. 23-50

Stratification Economic and Social (1
1. Chiswick, Carmel U. 2014. Judaism in Transition: How Economic Choices Shape
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Religious Tradition. Stanford: Stanford University Press, pp. 53-71.

2. Chua, Amy and Jed, Rubenfeld. 2014. The Triple Package: How Three Unlikely
Traits Explain the Rise and Fall of Cultural Groups in America. New York: The
Penguin Press, pp. 29-58.

Education and Identity Jewish (n
oy nrn7 1pnn :0'7vint . 2013-2014 nmav nd>wn 2014 it oy nirn (12on7 1on |1
.77-100 'yy "7

2. Charme, Stuart and Tali, Zelkowicz. 2011. "Jewish Identities: Educating for
Multiple and Moving targets". In: Helena Miller, Lisa D. Grant, and Alex Pomson
(eds.), International Handbook of Jewish Education. Dordrecht: Springer, pp.
163-181.

Antisemitism Contemporary (0
1.Wistrich, Robert. 2010. A Lethal Obsession: Anti-Semitism from Antiquity to the
Global Jihad. New York: Random House, pp. 3-77.

Politics Jewish (1
1. Feingold, Henry L. 2014. American Jewish Political Culture and the Liberal
Persuasion. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, pp. 1-68.

Additional Reading Material:
No.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 100 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %
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Additional information:
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