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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
THE AGE REVOLUTION: SOCIAL ASPECTS OF AGE - 3197

Last update 29-04-2015

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: School of Social Work and Social Welfare

Academic year: 1

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: E. Safra

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof Howard Litwin

Coordinator Email: howie.litwin@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wednesday, 13:00-14:00

Teaching Staff:
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Course/Module description:

The current era is experiencing an age revolution that will change the face of
society. It stems from the extension of life expectancy and the unprecedented
continuing aging of populations. This course will provide conceptual foundations for
understanding the dimensions of the age -revolution in our time and its implications
for the future of human society. Among the course topics, based on the discipline of
social gerontology - the study of old age and aging - we will analyze the individual
and collective processes of aging, demographic aspects, perceptions of successful
aging, issues of productivity and retirement, social exchange in family and society,
health and disability in older age, long term care, understanding the interface
between the environment and old age and examination of the contemporary
movement to stop aging (Anti-aging).

Course/Module aims:
To present the great challenge that is facing most countries due to the aging of
their populations.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

- Understanding the increase in the rate of aging and its implications.
- Information about the different ways to interpret aging trends and their correlates.

- Ability to understand the nature of aging in Israel compared to the same in
different countries, and the ability to assess the difference between segments
within the Israeli population.

Attendance requirements(%):
Up to three absences per semester

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and discussion.

Course/Module Content:
1 Who's afraid of the third age?
2 Aging in social context (1)
3 Aging in social context (2)
4 Aging: psychological perspectives
5 Successful aging
6 Productive aging employment, retirement, productivity
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7 Family in the era of aging

8 Functioning and disability

9 Long term care

10 Aging and the built environment

11 Anti-Aging

12 The aging population in Israel: unique aspects
13 Summary and implications for the future
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 100 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
To remove any doubt regarding the mandatory attendance rate, keep in mind that
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active learning requires an active presence in class. We will follow the University
regulations - up to 3 absences per semester.
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