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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

INTRODUCTION TO ISRAELI LAW AND TO HUMAN
RIGHTS - 3131

Last update 17-11-2013

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Social Work

Academic year: 1

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Y. Elbashan

Coordinator Email: yuval.elbashan@gmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Yuval Elbashan

Course/Module description:

We will discuss: (a) the nature of the legal norm, (b) sources of law, especially in
legislation, (c) the judicial system (d) the principles of the rule of law, (e) elements
of administrative and legal entities of various types, (f) human rights types: rights
person; civil rights and social rights; (g) constitution and constitutional principles.

Course/Module aims:

1) basic familiarity with the principles and objectives of law 2) basic familiarity with
the justice systems in the major areas - constitution, penal, administrative law, etc.
3) A critical review - does the trial indeed produce justice, and promote human
rights and social rights (while introducing the legal history on the subject).

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1) better understand legal discourse - concepts, considerations, and more. 2)
recognize the basic form of legal instruments that can be used to try and improve
the situation of disadvantaged populations 3) better understand various problems
arising from the use of legal tools.

Attendance requirements(%):
As written in the regulations of the school/faculty

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal teaching, students will be
required to a critical analysis of verdicts, articles, and relevant historical events. The
course assignment includes observation in court, and critical analysis of the findings
using reference materials.

Course/Module Content:
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Michael J. Klarman “From Jim Crow to Civil Rights: The Supreme Court and the
Struggle for Racial Equality” (Oxford)

Cass R. Sunstein "Did Brown Matter?" the newyorker May 3, 2004
(http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2004/05/03/040503crbo_books#ixzz22Ixqft)
Derrick Bell Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes
for Racial Reform (Oxford)

King, Martin Luther "Letter from Birmingham Jail" (April 16, 1963).
(http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf)
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Richard L. Abel, Politics by Other Means: Law in the Struggle Against Apartheid,
1980-1994 (New York: Routledge, 1995) at 26-77.
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Required Reading:
According to the curriculum above - subject to change.
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Additional Reading Material:
According to the curriculum above - subject to change.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 90 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 10 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
None
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