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Teaching Staff:
Prof Jonathan Dekel-Chen

Course/Module description:

This is an introductory course for students with no prior knowledge about the study
of East European Jewry from its arrival in the region, through the fall of the Russian
Empire, the decades of the Soviet Union and util Putin’s Russia today.

Particular attention will be devoted to the huge changes that East European Jews
underwent during these years - a period of repeated wars and massive changes in
policy, demography and culture.

Part of the course will be devoted to a survey of non-Ashkenazi communities in this
huge space.

Course/Module aims:
The goal of this course will be acquisition and greater understanding of the period,
as well as an improvement of analytical skills when dealing with scholarly materials.

The course will also allow the students to explore the relationship between historical
events and collective memory in the public and political arenas.

The course aims to engage students from diverse academic backgrounds with the
history of East European Jewry. The course will encourage critical thinking about this
history from a multi-disciplinary perspective.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Compare and contrast the representations of historical events in scholarship
versus collective memory.

Evaluate long-term trends in scholarship and the reasons for its changes.

Think critically about connections between historical events and the general
development of historical interpretations of those events.

Assess the interpretations of historical events arising from memoir literature, oral
history and professional historical writing.

Construct original written analyses using a multi-disciplinary approach.
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Integrate materials from the assigned readings and research materials, together
with material collected in class, to support the original analyses.

Acquire an ability to analyze primary documents from the period.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: LECTURE

Course/Module Content:

What is Eastern Europe? Geography, Demography, Politics.

Where did they come from and where did Ashkenazi Jews settle in Eastern Europe.
The History of non-Ashkenazi Communities in the Russian Empire.

Jews in the Eye of the Storm: 1861-1906.

The Autocracy’s “Jewish Question”.

The Jewish Radical Movements in Eastern Europe.

The “Jewish Question” among the Revolutionary Movements in Eastern Europe.
Life and Death during the First World War, Revolutions and Civil War, 1914-1921.
The “Jewish Question” under the Red Banner, 1921-1941.

Non-Ashkenazi Communities and the Soviet Regime.

The Jewish agrarianization project in Eastern Europe

Eastern Europe on the Brink of Disaster.

The Second World War and the Holocaust in Eastern Europe - Lesser Known Aspects

What Remained Afterwards? How the Communist regimes dealt with
memorialization of the Second World War and the Holocaust.
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The “Black Years” of Soviet Jewry, 1946-1953.

The Khrushchev era, 1956-64: “Melting of the Snhows” for Soviet Jewry?
The Brezhnev era and the anti-Zionism campaign.

The Arab-Israeli conflict and its impact on Soviet Jewry, 1947-75.

The awakening of the Jewish national movement in the USSR as a global
phenomenon.

The “Jewish Question” during the disintegration of the USSR, 1985-91.

The “Jewish Question” after the walls came down in Eastern Europe and the
immigration issue.

A new/old diaspora: Soviet Jews on three continents.

Required Reading:

Shaul Stampfer. “Settling Down in Eastern Europe.” In: Jews and Germans in
Eastern Europe: Shared and Comparative Histories. Edited by Tobias Grill, pp. 1-20.
DeGruyter, 2018.
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Eli Lederhendler, “Did Russian Jewry Exist Prior to 19177” in Jews and Jewish Life in
Russia and the Soviet Union, Yaacov Ro’i, ed. pp. 15-27. London: Frank Cass, 1995.
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“Does the Jewish Proletariat Need an ‘Independent Political Party?’”
[www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1903/feb/15.htm]

“The Reaction is Taking to Arms”
[www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1906/jun/04.htm]
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Abram Bragin and Mikhail Kol’stov, Sud’ba evreiskikh mass v Sovetskom Soiuze.
Moscow, 1924.

Michael Zand, “Notes on the Culture of the Non-Ashkenazi Jewish Communities
Under Soviet Rule.” In Jewish Culture and Identity in the Soviet Union, ed., Yaacov
Ro’i, et al. ed. pp. pp. 378-444. New York University, 1991.
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J. Dekel-Chen. “Jewish Agricultural Settlement in the Interwar Period: A Balance
Sheet.” In: Revolution, Repression, and Revival: The Soviet Jewish Experience.
Edited by Zvi Gitelman and Yaacov Ro’i, pp. 69-90. Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield,
2007.

J. Dekel-Chen. “‘New’ Jews of the Agricultural Kind: A Case of Soviet Interwar
Propaganda,” Russian Review 66 (July 2007): 424-50.
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David B. Green “This Day in Jewish History: Nazis Declare - Karaites are not Racially
Jewish.” Haaretz, January 5, 2015.
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Mordechai Altshuler. “Evacuation and Escape During the Course of the Soviet-
German War.” Dapim: Studies on the Holocaust 28, n. 2 (2014): 57-73.
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Mikhail I. Tyaglyy. “The Role of Antisemitic Doctrine in German Propaganda in the
Crimea, 1941-1944.” Holocaust and Genocide Studies 18, n. 3 (Winter 2004):
421-459.

Yaacov Ro’i, “The Religious Life of the Bukharan Jewish Community in Soviet Central
Asia after World War I1.” In: Ingeborg Baldauf, Moshe Gammer and Thomas Loy, eds.
Bukharan Jews in the 20th Century, pp. 57-75. Weisbaden: Reichert Verlag, 2008.

Joshua Rubenstein and Vladimir Naumov. Stalin's Secret Pogrom: The Postwar
Inquisition of the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee. Yale, 2001. pp. 65-109.
George Reavey, ed. The Poetry of Yevgeny Yevtushenko. N.Y., 1967. pp. 144-149.
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Jonathan Frankel. “The Soviet Regime and Anti-Zionism: An Analysis.” In Jewish
Culture and Identity in the Soviet Union, ed., Yaacov Ro’i, et al. ed. pp. 310-354.
New York University, 1991.

Benjamin Pinkus. The Soviet Government and the Jews. pp. 42-45, 253-256

Simeon Charny, “Judaism in the Jewish Movement,” in: The Jewish Movement in the
Soviet Union, pp. 304-333.

Mark Tolts, “The Demographic Profile of the Bukharan Jews in the Late Soviet
Period.” In: Bukharan Jews in the 20th Century, pp. 77-90.

Mark Tolts. “Post-Soviet Jewish Demographic Dynamics: An Analysis of Recent
Data.” In: Jewish Population and Identity, Studies of Jews in Society, edited by Sergio
DellaPergola and Uzi Rebhun, pp. 213-229. Springer, 2018.
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Alanna Cooper, Bukharan Jews and the Dynamics of Global Judaism. Indiana
University Press, 2012, pp. 203-229.
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https://mosaicmagazine.com/essay/2017/03/the-prospect-for-russias-jews/

Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 50 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 30 %

Mid-terms exams 20 %

Additional information:
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