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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Hebrew Language
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Dr. Doron Yaakov

Course/Module description:

In this course we will follow the history of the development of Jewish prayer, learn
about the background of the differences between the ancient and new versions, and
deal with some linguistic issues in liturgical Hebrew.

Course/Module aims:

The purpose of the course is to observe the gaps between the ancient versions
and the developed versions used in our days, to distinguish between the new
versions, and to analyze the language and style of the statutory prayers and
blessings.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
- distinguish between old and new in the prayer text and its language
- be familiar with the major prayer books edited over the generations
- use the historical dictionary of the Academy of the Hebrew Language in the study
of Jewish prayer and its language
- use online tools in studying Jewish prayers
- analyze the language of texts from the prayer books.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: The course will consist of lectures
and text readings.

Course/Module Content:

- The development of the prayer books - the statutory prayers and the additions
- Biblical Hebrew and Rabbinic Hebrew in the prayer book
- The critics' movement and the corrections made by grammar experts in prayer
books
- Linguistic analysis of some prayers and blessings.
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Reuven Kimelman, “Blessing Formulae and Divine Sovereignty in Rabbinic Liturgy”,
in Ruth Langer and Steven Fine, eds., Liturgy in the Life of the Synagogue: Studies
in the History of Jewish Prayer (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2005), pp, 1-39
Stefan Reif, Jews, Bible and Prayer: Essays on Jewish Biblical Exegesis and Liturgical
Notions, Berlin and Boston 2017

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

page 3/4



Additional information:
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