t
DI T MDD A

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
The Language of Agnon - 25876

Last update 08-09-2020

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Hebrew Language
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Prof Yochanan Breuer

Course/Module description:

S.Y. Agnon is one of the prominent Hebrew writers of modern times, and his style
is unique with no parallel. His style is basically Mishnaic Hebrew, blended with some
other kinds of Hebrew, including Modern Hebrew. In this course we shall explore the
background of his unique style and the reasons why he chose to write in this style,
investigate the unique traits typical of his writing, describe changes in his writing
until he reached his known style, compare his style with his contemporaries, and
describe unique techniques typical of his writing.

Course/Module aims:

Familiarity with the various styles typical of time of the Hebrew revival
Analysis of the uniqueness of Agnon’s style as opposed to other styles used in his
time
Understanding the relationship between Agnon’s unique style and his attitude
towards the Hebrew revival and the nation’s revival, or: why did Agnon decide to
write in his unique style
Following the changes in Agnon’s style from the beginning of his writing until his
unique style can be discerned
Exploring to what extent Agnon indeed adheres to Mishnaic Hebrew
Familiarity with the various styles in Agnon’s writing and their functions
Understanding Agnon'’s influence on other authors and his imprints in Modern
Hebrew in general

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To explain the components of Agnon’s style and to define its uniqueness as
opposed to contemporary styles.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and discussions

Course/Module Content:
1. The connection between Modern Hebrew and the language in the Hebrew
ancient sources
2. The uniqueness of Agnon’s style
3. The motivation for creating his unique style
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4. His decision to write in Mishnaic Hebrew style

5. Mishnaic Hebrew or Rabbinic Hebrew?

6. Agnon and the grammar

7. The use of sources in Agnon’s writing: the way he uses them and their function
8. Various styles used in Agnon's writing

9. Linguistic Analysis of selected chapters

Required Reading:

Stories:
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 80 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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