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Course/Module description: 
  We would like to inquire how to adequately define causation truth conditionally, by
studying the properties of a wide range of syntactically distinct causative
constructions, including overt verbs (such as cause, make, allow, enable)
connectives (such as because (of), from, by, as a result of), and also change of state
verbs, which may or may not include what are thought to be dedicated causative
morphemes. 
In so doing we will also tackle the question of whether there is only one causative
meaning component or should there be different ones underlying diverse linguistic
phenomena. 
This investigation will enable us to examine to what extent philosophical inquiries
about the concepts of causation on the one hand and cognitive studies about the
conception of causation on the other hand are relevant for linguistic analysis. 
 

 
Course/Module aims: 
  1. Familiarization with the syntax and semantics of the linguistic expressions that
encode causation 
2. Sharpening tools of syntactic and semantic investigation 
3. Exploring the relationship between the syntax and the semantics of the relevant
constructions 
4. Understanding the relationship between the linguistic analysis and studies of a
similar concept in other disciplines 
 

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
  1. Reach a linguistic generalization 
2. Formulate hypotheses 
3. Compare competing analyses 
4. Criticize the validity of an argument 
5. Build a linguistic argument 
 

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
  100 

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures on Zoom 
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Course/Module Content: 
  Causation: what is it all about 
 
 Causative Constructions – the linguistic expressions of causation (typological
perspective) 
 
Do languages encode causal relations? 
(syntactic and semantic perspectives) 
 
Causal Selection (philosophical and cognitive approaches) 
 
Causal Models 1 (philosophical background) 
 
Causal Models 2 (philosophical background) 
 
Modeling Causation for linguistic expressions 1 
(Semantics) 
 
Causal selection – the linguistic take 
(The experimental perspective: linguistic vs. cognitive approaches) 
 

  
Required Reading: 
 Abbreviations for the long list: 
 
Proposed: Mumford & Anjum Intoduction and Ch 1 
Shibitani 1976; Bar-Asher Siegal & Boneh 
Neeleman & van de Koot 
Cheng & Novick; Hitchcock & Knobe 
Mackie 
Halpern & Pearl; Pearl 
Hitchcock, Lauer&Nadathur, Baglini & Bar-Asher Siegal 
Bar-Asher Siegal, Bassel & Hagmayer 
 

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
  Abbott, Barbara. 1974. Some problems in giving an adequate model-theoretic
account of CAUSE. Charles Fillmore, George Lakoff, & Robin Lakoff, (eds.), Berkeley
Studies in Syntax and Semantics (BS3), volume I. Berkeley, CA: Department of
Linguistics and Institute of Human Learning, University of California, pp. 1-14. 
Achinstein, Peter. 1976. Causation, transparency, and emphasis. Canadian Journal
of philosophy 5: 1-23 
Alexiadou, Artemis, Elena Anagnostopoulou, & Florian Schäfer. 2006. The properties
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of anticausatives crosslinguistically. In Phases of interpretation, ed. Mara Frascarelli,
Berlin & New York: Mouton de Gruyter. pp. 187–211. 
Anscombe, Gertrude E. M. 1981. The collected philosophical papers of G.E.M.
Anscombe: v. 2. Metaphysics and the philosophy of mind. Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press 
Baglini, Rebekah and Elitzur A. Bar-Asher Siegal, 2019. Direct causation: A new
approach to an old question, U. Penn Working Papers in Linguistics 26 (1): 19–28. 
Baglini, Rebekah & Itamar Francez. 2016. The implications of managing. Journal of
Semantics 33(3): 541–560. 
Bar-Asher Siegal, Elitzur A., Noa Bassel and York Hagmayer. 2021. Causal selection
– the linguistic take. Experiments in Linguistic Meaning 1: 27-38 
Bar-Asher Siegal Elitzur & Nora Boneh. 2019. Sufficient and Necessary Conditions
for a Non-unified Analysis of Causation. Proceedings of the 36th West Coast
Conference on Formal Linguistics, pp. 55–60. 
Bar-Asher Siegal, Elitzur A. & Nora Boneh. 2015. Non-core datives in Modern
Hebrew. Proceedings of the 30th Annual Conference of the Israel Association for
Theoretical Linguistics http://www.iatl.org.il/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/IATL30proceedings-01-Bar-Asher-Siegal_Boneh-.pdf 
Bar-Asher Siegal Elitzur & Nora Boneh. 2019. Sufficient and Necessary Conditions
for a Non-unified Analysis of Causation. Proceedings of the 36th West Coast
Conference on Formal Linguistics, edited by Richard Stockwell, Maura O'Leary,
Zhongshi Xu, and Z.L. Zhou, pp. 55-60
http://www.lingref.com/cpp/wccfl/36/index.html 
Bar-Asher Siegal, Elitzur A. and Nora Boneh. 2020. Causation: from metaphysics to
semantics and back. In Bar-Asher Siegal, Elitzur and Boneh, Nora (editors),
Perspectives on Causation. Springer. Pp. 3-51. 
Beebee, Helen. 2004. Causing and Nothingness, in J. Collins, N. Hall, and L. Paul
(eds.), Causation and Counterfactuals. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 291–308. 
A. Beller, E. Bennett, T. Gerstenberg. 2020. The language of causation. Proceedings
of the 42nd Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society. 
Bittner, Maria. 1998. Concealed Causatives. Natural Language Semantics 7: 1-78. 
Bjorndahl, A. & Todd Snider. 2015. Informative counterfactuals. Proceeding of
Semantics and Linguistic Theory (SALT) 25: 1-17 
Carroll, John. 2009. Anti-Reductionism. In Helen Beebee, Christopher Hitchcock &
Peter Menzies (eds.), 279-298. The Oxford Handbook of Causation. Oxford
University Press 
Charnavel, Isabelle. 2018. Perspectives in causal clauses. Natural Language and
Linguistic Theory. 36: 1-36. 
Cheng, Patricia. W, & Novick, Laura R. 1991. Causes versus enabling conditions.
Cognition 40, 83-120. 
Copley, Bridget & PhillipWolff. 2014. Theories of causation should inform linguistic
theory and vice versa, in Bridget Copley & Fabienne Martin (eds.), Causation in
grammatical structures, (Oxford Studies in Theoretical Linguistics vol. 52) .11–57.
Oxford University Press. 
Copley, Bridget, Phillip Wolff & Jason Shepard. 2015. Force interaction in the
expression of causation. In Sarah D'Antonio, Mary Moroney, and Carol Rose Little
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(Eds.), Proceedings of the 25th Semantics and Linguistic Theory Conference,
433-451. 
Correia, and Schnieder, Benjamin 2012. Grounding: An Opinionated Introduction, in.
Correia Fabrice and Bengamin Schnieder (eds.) Metaphysical Grounding:
Understanding the Structure of Reality, 1-36. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press. 
Croft, William. 1991. Syntactic Categories and Grammatical Relations: The Cognitive
Organization of Information. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Cruse, D. A. (1972). A note on English causatives. Linguistic Inquiry 3: 522–528. 
Danlos, Laurence. 2001. Event coreference in causal discourses. In Pierrette
Bouillon & Federica Busa (Eds.), The Language of Word Meaning, 216–242.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Davidson, Donald. 1967. Causal Relations. The Journal of Philosophy 64.21:
691-703. 
Dixon, Robert M.W. 2000. A typology of causatives: form, syntax and meaning. In
Dixon, Robert M.W. and Alexandra S. Aikhenvald (Eds.), Changing valency: Case
Studies in Transitivity, pp. 30-83. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Doron, Edit. 2003. Agency and voice: The semantics of the Semitic templates.
Natrual Language Semantics 11:1-67. 
Doron, Edit. 2012. The causative component of psych verbs. Paper Presented at the
Roots III Workshop, Jerusalem, June 2011. Also presented at Universitat Pompeu
Fabra, Barcelona, May 2012. 
Dowe, Phil. 2000. Physical Causation. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Dowty, David. 1979. Word Meaning and Montague Grammar. Dordrecht: Reidel. 
Eckardt, Regine. 2000. Causation, contexts, and event individuation. In James
Higginbotham, Fabio Pianesi & Achille C. Varzi (eds.), Speaking of Events, pp.
105–121. New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Einhorn, J. Hillel & Hogarth, Robin. (986. Judging Probable Cause. Psychological
Bulletin 99: 3-19. 
Escamilla, Ramon M. Jr. 2012. An updated typology of causative constructions:
Form- function mappings in Hupa (Californian Athabaskan), Chungli Ao (Tibeto-
Burman) and Beyond. PhD Dissertation, University of California, Berkeley. 
Fodor, Jerry, A. 1970. Three Reasons for Not Deriving "Kill" from "Cause to Die".
Linguistic Inquiry 1: 429-438 
Gropen, Jess, Steven Pinker, Michelle Hollander, Richard Goldberg, and Ronald
Wilson. 1989. The learnability and acquisition of the dative alternation in English.
Language 65:203–257. 
Hall, Ned. 2004. Two Concepts of Causation. In John Collins, Hall, Ned and Paul, L. A.
(Eds.), Causation and Counterfactuals,255-276. Cambridge, Massachusetts: A
Bradford Book The MIT Press. 
Hall, Ned and L. A. Paul. 2013. Metaphysically Reductive Causation. Erkenntnis 78
:9-41. 
Halpern Joseph Y. and Judea. Pearl. 2005a. Causes and explanations: A structural-
model approach Part I: Causes. British Journal of Philosophy of Science 56:843-887. 
Halpern Joseph Y. and Jude. Pearl. 2005b. Causes and explanations: A structural-
model approach Part II: Explanations. British Journal of Philosophy of Science,
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56:889-911. 
Hart, Hebert L.A. and Honoré, Anthony .M. 1959. Causation in the Law, Oxford:
Oxford University Press. 
Haspelmath, Martin: 1993, More on the Typology of Inchoative/Causative Verb
Alternations, in B. Comrie and M. Polinsky (eds.), Causatives and Transitivity,
87–120. John Benjamins, Amsterdam. 
Haspelmath, Martin Andreea Calude, Michael Spagnol, Heiko Narrog, Elif Bamyacı.
2014. Coding causal-noncausal verb alternations: A form-frequency correspondence
explanation. Journal of Linguistics 50: 587-625. 
Hesslow, Germund. 1981a. The transitivity of causation. Analysis 41: 130-133. 
Hesslow, Germund. 1981b. Causality and determinism. Philosophy of Science 48:
591-605. 
Hesslow, Germund. 1983. Explaining differences and weighting causes, Theoria, 49:
87 – 111. 
Hilton, Denis. 1990. Conversational processes and causal explanation. Psychological
Bulletin 107: 65-81. 
Hitchcock. Christopher R. 1996. The role of contrast in causal and explanatory
claims, Synthese 107: 394-419. 
Hitchcock, Christopher. 2003. Of humean bondage. The British Journal for the
Philosophy of Science 54: 1-25. 
Hitchcock, Christopher and Josuaha. Knobe. 2009. Cause and Norm, Journal of
Philosophy 106: 587 –612. 
Hocutt. Max. 1974. Aristotle's Four Becauses. Philosophy 49: 385-399. 
Kadmon, Nirit & Fred Landman. 1993. Any. Linguistics and Philosophy 16: 353–422. 
Knobe, Joshua. 2010. Person as scientist, person as moralist. Behavioral and Brain
Sciences 30(4): 315–329. 
Knobe, Joshua, and Ben Fraser. 2008. Causal judgment and moral judgment: two
experiments. Moral Psychology 2: 441–47. 
Kvart. Igal. (2004). Causation: Probabilistic and counterfactual analyses. In John
Collins, Hall, Ned and Paul, L. A. (Eds.), Causation and Counterfactuals, 359-386.
Cambridge, Massachusetts: A Bradford Book The MIT Press. 
Lakoff, George. 1970. Irregularity in Syntax. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston. 
Lauer, Sven. 2010. Periphrastic causative verbs in English: What do they mean? Ms.,
Stanford University. 
Lewis, David.1973b, Counterfactual. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers and Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press. 
Lewis, David. 2000. Causation as influence. Journal of Philosophy 97: 182-197. 
Lewis, David. 2004. Causation as influence. In John Collins, Hall, Ned and Paul, L. A.
(Eds.), Causation and Counterfactuals, 75-106. Cambridge, Massachusetts: A
Bradford Book The MIT Press. 
Mackie, J.L. 1965. Causes and conditions. American Philosophical Quarterly 2:
245-264. 
Mackie, J.L. 1974. The Cement of the Universe, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Maienborn, Claudia and Johanna Herdtfelder 2015, A compositional account of the
eventive/stative ambiguity of German causal von-modifiers. In Proceedings of
Semantics and Linguistics Theory (SALT) 25: 163-183 
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Maienborn, Claudia & Johanna Herdtfelder. 2017. Eventive vs. stative causation: The
case of German causal von-modifiers. Linguistics and Philosophy 40: 279-320 
Martin, Fabienne. 2015. Explaining the link between agentivity and non-culminating
causation. In Proceedings of Semantics and Linguistics Theory (SALT) 25: 246–266. 
Martin, Fabienne. 2018. Time in probabilistic causation: direct vs. indirect uses of
lexical causative verbs. In Proceedings of Sinn und Bedeutung 
McCawley, James, D. 1976. Remarks on What can Cause What, in Shibatani. M.
(ed.), The Grammar of Causative Constructions (Syntax and Semantics. Vol. 6.).
117-129. New York: Academic Press. 
McGrath, S. 2005. Causation by Omission: A Dilemma, Philosophical Studies 123:
125–48. 
Mumford, Stephen and Rani Lill Anjum. 2013. Causation a very short introduction,
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Nedjalkov, Vladimir P. & G.G. Silnitsky. 1973. The typology of morphological and
lexical causatives. In Kiefer, f. (ed.), Trends in Soviet theoretical linguistics, 1–32.
Dordrecht: D. Reidel Publishing. 
Neeleman, Ad and Hans Van de Koot. 2012. The Linguistic Expression of Causation.
In: Everaert, Martin. Marijana Marelj, and Tal Siloni (eds.) The Theta System:
Argument Structure at the Interface, 20-51. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Pearl, Judea. 2000. Causality: Models, reasoning, and inference. Cambridge, MA:
Cambridge University Press. 
Paul, L.A. 2000. Aspect causation. The Journal of Philosophy 97 (Special Issue:
Causation): 235-256 
Pesetsky, David. 1995. Zero Syntax. MIT Press. 
Psillos, Stathis. 2009. Causal Pluralism. In Vanderbeeken Robrecht and Bart
D'Hooghe, B. (Eds.), Worldviews, Science and Us. 131-151. Singapore: World
Scientific Publishing. 
Salmon, Weslrey. 1997, Causality and Explanation: A Reply to Two Critiques,
Philosophy of Science, 64: 461–477 
Schaffer, Jonathan. 2005. Contrastive causation, Philosophical Review 114: 297–328

Schaffer, Jonathan. 2013. Causal Contextualism, in Blaauw, Martijn. (ed.)
Contrastivism in Philosophy, 35–63. London: Routledge. 
Schaffer, Jonathan. 2016. Grounding in the image of causation. Philosophical
Studies 173: 49-100 
Schnieder. Benjamin. 2011. A Logic for ‘because’. The Review of Symbolic Logic 4:
445-465 
Schulz, K. 2011, If you'd wiggled A, then B would've changed. Synthese 179:
239–51. 
Shibatani, Masayoshi. 1976a. (Ed.), The grammar of causative constructions (Syntax
and Semantics 6). New York: Academic Press. 
Shibatani, Masayoshi. 1976b. The grammar of causative constructions: A
conspectus. In Shibatani, Masayoshi. (Ed.), The grammar of causative constructions
(Syntax and Semantics 6), 1-40. New York: Academic Press. 
Shibatani, Masayoshi & Prashant Pardeshi. 2002. The causative continuum. In
Masayoshi Shibatani (Ed.), The Grammar of Causation and Interpersonal
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Manipulation, 85-126. Amsterdam: John Benjamins 
Solstad, Torgrim. 2010. Some new observations on ‘because (of)’. In Aloni, Maria,
Harald Bastiaanse, Tikitu de Jager, & Katrin Schulz (Eds.) Logic, Language and
Meaning: 17th Amsterdam Colloquium, 436–445. Berlin: Springer. 
Song, Jae Jung. 1996 Causatives and Causation: A Universal-Typological
Perspective. London: Longman. 
Talmy, Leonard. 1976. Semantic causative types. In Shibatani, Masayoshi. (Ed.), The
grammar of causative constructions (Syntax and Semantics 6), 43–116. New York:
Academic Press Talmy, Leonard. 2000. Towards a Cognitive Semantics II: Typology
and Process in Concept Structuring, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
Thomason, Richmond, H. 2014. Formal semantics for causal constructions. In
Copley, Bridget and Fabienne Martin (Eds.), Causation in Grammatical Structures,
58–75. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Veltman, Frank. 2005. Making counterfactual assumption. Journal of Semantics 22:
159–180. 
Vlastos, Gregory 1969. Reasons and Causes in the Phaedo. The Philosophical
Review 78:291-325. 
Von Wright, Georg Henrik, 1968. An Essay in Deontic Logic and the General Theory
of Action: With a Bibliography of Deontic and Imperative Logic (Acta Philosophica
Fennica. Fasc. 21.) North-Holland, Amsterdam, 1968. 
Von Wright, Georg Henrik, 1974. Causality and Determinism, New York: Columbia
University Press. 
Waldmann, Michael, R., & Hagmayer, York. 2013. Causal reasoning. In D. Reisberg
(Ed.), Oxford handbook of cognitive psychology, 733-752. New York: Oxford
University Press. 
Wolff, Phillip. 2003. Direct causation in the linguistic coding and individuation of
causal events. Cognition 88: 1-48 
Wolff, Phillip. 2007. Representing causation. Journal of Experimental Psychology:
General 136: 82-111. 
Wolff, Phillip. & Thorstand, R. (2016). Force dynamics. In Waldman Michael (Ed.)
Oxford Handbook of Causal Reasoning. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press 
Wolff, Phillip, & Song, Grace. 2003. Models of causation and the semantics of causal
verbs. Cognitive Psychology 47: 276-332. 
Woodward, James. 1984. A Theory of Singular Causal Explanation. Erkenntnis 21:
231-262. 
Woodward, James. 2003. Making Things Happen: A Theory of Causal Explanation.
Oxford University Press, Oxford. 
Yablo, Stephen. 2004. Advertisement for a sketch of an outline of a proto-theory of
causation. In John Collins, Hall, Ned and Paul, L. A. (Eds.), Causation and
Counterfactuals, 119-137. Cambridge, Massachusetts: A Bradford Book The MIT
Press. 
 
 

  
 Grading Scheme:  
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  Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %
  Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research
proposal 30 %
   

  
Additional information: 
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