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Course/Module description:

Babylonian Aramaic is one of the Eastern Aramaic dialects. The Babyonian Talmud
was composed in this dialect. In this seminar the typical features of Babylonian
Aramaic will be described while examining their relationship to Classical Aramaic,
on the one hand, and to the other contemporary Aramaic dialects on the other
hand. Selected sections from the Babylonian Talmud and other Jewish Babylonian
sources will be read. The main problems of the research in this domain will be
discussed.

Course/Module aims:
Getting to know the main features of Babylonian Aramaic in comparison with other
Aramaic dialect.

etting to know the most reliable sources of Babylonian Aramaic.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To coduct a research on a text composed in Babylonian Aramaic according to the
best sources, to identify the typical Babylonian Aramaic features and to fix new
rules according to their research.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture, reading texts,
preparation and discussion

Course/Module Content:
1. The place of Babylonian Aramaic in the history of Aramaic and its relationshop
with other Aramaic diaclect
The different types of Babylonian Aramaic
The Aramaic of the Geonim
Various forms in the same function
The reliable sources
Spelling
Phonoloty
Morphology
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9. Reading selected texts

Required Reading:
,IX72";116-113 'ny ,(2"7wn) 17 121¥7 ,"NN2yaI NN IXI71 oA 170 010", X2 T
'7,308-307 'ny ,(7"7wn) n7 nuw7,"1712n T1A7N2 NTANA7 AXIN-0W-'X17 NnTi707 nwvn"
310-308 'ny ,(1"7wn) n7 nauw7 ,"nawn" , X2
N7,;286-278 'ny ,(7"vn) 17 nuw7,"' nij7109 nid7n'a maxn 7vion 7771 ,wWN-12'n
35-20 'ny ,(x"7vn)
80-23 'ny ,(0"1wn) 20 nuw7,"'7220 TIA7nn 7w n'naxa Nayn 20100 N
94 73 'ny ,(r"iwn) o nuw7,"n'7110 n'naxa ‘X7 n'7mn Ti7on" ,axnna
156 95 'ny ,(ri1wn) o nuw7,"o'xunxn 2IUXI NSI7NA 7112 N'RINA (Iv7n" ,11207 'R
1n21w7,"N17120 N'NIN2 DIATA NDIYN2 DIY" - NI'TIA7ZN N0 Diynwnl 71ixn' ,2120M '~
149-119 'ny,(I"1awn) va
,(T"own) 10 nuv7 ,(X) ,"'7120 TIN7N2 '7XIL-YIND NVND 7Y 'RANA (Iw7n" ,2020M ' N
326-301 'ny ,(n"own) ro nuv7,(1) ;282-243 'ny
‘ny ,a"swn o'7win’, (17! 3120 190 ," 07N 7V190 (NN N110N2 N'7220 n'naxat L, aun 'y
182-220
129-120 'ny ,(X">wn) 7 y2aan,"nmn Tt 7w DNn1iona n'71a0 n'naxnt ,a0im 'y
,2, 0T WTA7 'WaIn MA7Iva 02170 AT, " 01NN N917N2 TIN7NA 7Y I1T1i737" , 2N 'y
94-89 'ny ,0">wn 7w
,"'NI7109 NI>70' 190 7v TN-2N02v TI7'30 197 N'7120 N'NANA 7V nann nin7t ,anim 'y
88-67 'ny ,(n">wn) 17 1n1v7
78-60 'ny ,(1"7wn) an yaan ,"nrnan 7y Tn-ansi n'7220 n'naxn 7nn" ,am 'y
59-42 'ny ,(r"nwn) x1 nav7,"nian 'ont omnm 47" a0 'y
70/7-n7 'ny ,(2"wn) 47 10 ,"'7120 TIn7na 'x27'1 ‘027t nmwin amdt 1o My
121 'ny,(0"nwn) a1 nuw7," (7220 Tin7nn 7v n'nax1) 1'n'7 ,anm7 < ['na" 1o "y
123
69-58 'ny ,(7"7wn) an y2n ,"n'722 NN 717772 ninya w7yt inTo My
N7 1nuw7 ,"?21712 TIN7nav 12y 7vi191 ,0'27 TN',N27101 1210 NAIY 71101" woliz
38-36 'ny ,(x"7vn)
134-38 'ny ,2"nwn o'7wi N7 RTI-IXVX L, (10Y) Tizw 'w " Timnn 17'n7" 7010 pt N
200-178 'ny ,(X"7vn) n yain ,"noi aryi 070 1A - Tm7nan (177" 70 X
D. Boyarin, “The Loss of Final Consonants in Babylonian Jewish Aramaic”, Afroasiatic
Linguistics 3 (1976), pp. 103-107
D. Boyarin, “The Low Vowel System of Geonic Aramaic”, Israel Oriental Srudies 8
(1978), pp. 129-141
Y. Breuer, “The Babylonian Aramaic in Tractate Karetot: According to MS Oxford”,
Aramaic Studies 5.1 (2007), pp. 1-45
E. Y. Kutscher, “Babylonian Talmudic”, in: F. Rosenthal, An Aramaic Handbook,
Wiesbaden 1967, pp. 43-45, 59-66
E. Y. Kutscher, “Two 'Passive' Constructions in Aramaic in the Light of Persian”,
Hebrew and Aramaic Studies, Jerusalem 1977, pp. 70-89
Matthew Morgenstern, "Notes on the Noun Patterns in the Yemenite Tradition of
Jewish Babylonian Aramaic", Revue des études juives 168 (2009), pp. 51-83
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Additional Reading Material:
Grammar Books

“1:0717'2) X¥'Oown 2ax 7ni 07w, (Tn7n X'y 1T YY) N'712 AN 7177 T, [MOWON 1"
(183-149 'ny ,{2">wn] 1D nuw?7 ,"'712n TIn7nn 7 n'naxn 717777 j7nn" oIz

Y'an 770-11,0'722 n'nX 71777, 0817 7

.D .S :nan7 nutnn) 0"n 212709 ,(wav7 ¥'n 0aan) 722 17N (17 71777 ,108X17 T'Y
Luzzatto, Grammatik der biblisch-chaldaischen Sprache und des Idioms des
Thalmud Babli [trans. M. S. Krtuger], Breslau 1873)

n"nwn 07w 17220 TIA7NN [IY7 AN N1101A2 N'IN 20010 'Y

2"own 07w, (T2 (Iw71 N TY) DXV DY (1N N110A2 N'722 AN ,NIN7 7X'00 3000 Nn7Y
N0 nuw7 "' n1ion '97 7110 TIN7nn 7 n'naIx21 oxyn ot N2 (aN1 in01i7'a)
(141-121 'ny ,[2"own]
, 7VI191 N1IXN2A ,NAN7N NN 021V 021NN NI2IYN2 N'TIANN N17120 N'NIXD L, [10¥221110 Awn
2002 ,0'7vin'2 n'1ayin N0'0122IXA 07T NTIAY , (122021 0"11'2]
(0, w71 nTv;eq&) n'naxn Dw71 07NN ,'72120 TIAZNN 7Y 0MNMa TN-12aN0D ,NN7
D171 07NN ,'7120 TIA7NA 7 0"1A'Nn T'A-and" , axia T :n7'a) 7' nen o7y
(256-252 'ny ,[M"nen] x1 nuw7 ,"[', w71 nTyv;,eq&] 'mINn

C. Levias, A Grammar of the Aramaic Idiom of the Babylonian Talmud, Cincinnati
1900 (offprint from: AJSLL 13-16 [1897-1900])

M. D. Marcus, A Manual of Babylonian Jewish Aramaic, Washington D.C. 1981

M. L. Margolis, A Manual of the Aramaic Language of the Babylonian Talmud
(&eq;Clavis Linguarum Semiticarum Ill), Minchen 1910

Matthew Morgenstern, Studies in Jewish Babylonian Aramaic: based upon early
eastern manuscripts, Harvard Semitic studies (HSS). Winona Lake, Ind: Eisenbrauns,
2011

Rosenberg, Das aramaische Verbum im babylonischen Talmud, Marburg 1888

M. Schlesinger, Satzlehre der Aramaischen Sprache des Babylonischen Talmuds,
Leipzig 1928

Dictionaries

1878-1892 nin,n7wn 1y 190, 0InX7 "N
‘2,9V7 'y ,212ax12 7 ,2am T narya 0Nz ATIAY 1120 2107 07win YN Nisoin , o7 7'y
1937 nau,mow7niin
G .H. Dalman, Aramaisch-Neuhebraisches Handwérterbuch, Frankrurt a. Main 1922
M. Jastrow, A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli and Yerushalmi and
Midrashic Literature, New-York 1903
S. Krauss, Griechische und lateinische Lehnwérter im Talmud, Midrasch und
Targum, Berlin 1899
J. Levy, Woérterbuch uber die Talmudim und Midraschim, Leipzig 1876-1889
M. Sokoloff, A Dictionary of Jewish Babylonian Aramaic, Ramat Gan 2002

Aiding tools
0"7vn D'7wiN', TIN7NN NSI7N2 7122 O'TIND 2w, 7U/X X'2
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D"wn D'7viN 1M TINY NYI0A 'S 7Y Tj71112 '722 TIN7N Ny
'nen-TYwn 07N, TIA7NN (IY7 IXIX 7021017 "N

Manuscripts and their linguistic trandition

59 'ny ,(1"awn) r w72 onjznn ,"1'7220 TIM7nn 7w Ta-ano (rn’7 0wz 001" ,1120M 'NX
77

,"17120 TIM7nn 7w TR-'an> N>yna 0"Iv7 02N NY'a77 Nianjzyn nyxn' 2110 'N
,N"nwn o'7vin (3" nenn-1"nenn-X"nwnn 01v7) 7-03-n> Naya (IV77 ' Ti7XN NINDT
345-338 'ny

(172 0n17nn ,(771v) WwN-12 'n L "amD 7y ni7i9'0 - 17120 Tim7nn 7w Ta-and" 1o My
190-163 'ny ,I"iwn 0'7viN , 2010 NN7Y7 D'WAINA 0TI NIIY721 N'12Yn

'‘ny,(2"iwn) rnnuw7 " 1wz 2’3 '© 7y 17120 TIA7NN (A To-'and 7y on'nixiaiz" ,inTie My
123-124

55-5'ny ,(X"nwn) 0 190 '7y ,"NY'¥XN X112 ndon7 0'MITi7 T and !, inTo My

W. Bacher, “Talmudical Fragments”, JOR 9 (1897), pp. 145-151

S. Morag, Vocalized Talmudic Manuscripts in the Cambridge Geniza Collections,
Cambridge 1988

Incantation Bowls

C. D. Isbell, Corpus of the Aramaic Incantation Bowls, Missoula 1975

H. Juusola, Linguistic Peculiarities in the Aramaic Magic Bowl Texts, Helsinki 1999

B. A. Levine, The Language of the Magical Bowls

J. A. Montgomery, Aramaic Incantation Texts from Nippur, Philadelphia 1913

Joseph Naveh and Shaul Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls, Jerusalem 1998

Joseph Naveh and Shaul Shaked, Magic Spells and Formulae, Jerusalem 1993

W. H. Rossell, A Handbook of Aramaic Magical Texts, Ringwood Borough, New Jersey
1953

Other dialects

C. Brockelmann, Lexicon Syriacum, Halle 1928

E. S. Drower and R. Macuch, A Mandaic Dictionary, Oxford 1963

Maclean, Dictionary of the Dialects of Vernacular Syriac, Amsterdam 1960

J. Maclean, Grammar of the Dialects of Vernacular Syriac, Cambridge 1895

R. Macuch, A Handbook of Classical and Modern Mandaic, Berlin 1965

U. Melzer, “West- und ostaramaische Formen im Mittelpersischen”, Zeitschrift far
Semitistik und verwandte Gebiete 3 (1924), pp. 296-305

T. Néldeke, Compendious Syriac Grammar (trans. J. A. Crichton), London 1904
T. Néldeke, Grammatik der Neusyrischen Sprache, Leipzig 1868

T. Néldeke, Mandédische Grammatik, Halle 1875

J. Payne Smith, A Compendious Syriac Dictionary, Oxford 1903

Selected Araticles
,IN72";116-113 'ny ,(2"7wn) 17 1121w7 ,"NN2val NN IXI71 DpA 170 00" Nt T
'7,308-307 'ny ,(7"7wn) n7 nuw7,"1712n T117N2 NTANA7 AXIN-0W-'X17 NnTi707 nwvn"
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310-308 'ny ,(1"7wn) n7 nauw7,"nawwn" , X2

N7,;286-278 'ny ,(7"vn) 17 nuw7,"' nij7109 nid7n'a maxn 7vion 7771 ,wWN-12'n
35-20 'ny ,(x"7vn)

0"7vn o'7win',(1Na NTIAY) '7222Y N'AIN NIAvA Y77, TIT-a "

80-23 'ny ,(0"iwn) 20 nuw?7," 17120 TIM7Nn 7v n'naxa Nayn o100 Xt

94 73 'ny ,(r"iwn) o nuvw7,"n'7aan n'naxa 'xi7' n'7mn Ti7on" ,axnat

156 95 'ny ,(r'"awn) o nuw7 ,"0'XNAXN 12IWNI NOI7NA 7122 'DAND (IW70" 20200 ' X
214-181 'ny ,(2"wn) -0 w72 onjznn " X211 027 nimen 2ot ,21200 'Y
1n21w7,"N17120 N'NIN2 DIATA NDIYN2 DIY" - NITIA7ZN NIAI02 Diynwnl 71ixn' ,2120M '~
149-119 'ny,(I"1awn) va
,(T"own) 10 nuv7 ,(X) ,"'7120 TIN7N2 '7XIL-YIND NVXND 7V 'RANA (Iw7n" ,2120M TN
326-301 'ny ,(n"own) ro nuv7,(1) ;282-243 'ny

214-181 'ny ,(2"iwn) -0 w71 0Mjznn " X211 N2 nimen 2md" 21201 N

T'nwn o'7wi (10717 NTIAY) 7120 TIA7NAY 'NIXN DAN91 0"IY7 0201 ,[IN70 'Y
190-188 'ny ,(2">wn) X7 yan,"(1¥a '¥n 21 7w iy ninn7) o'n ;eq& "xn" ,a0im 'y
‘ny ,2"own p'7wine, 17! 120 190 ,"D7vn 7yi90 (' N1iona n'z7aan n'naxnt L aun 'y
182-220

129-120 'ny ,(X"own) 7 yan,"/nm T’ 7w bN10N2 n'7220 'naxat aum 'y

Moy Y"1ar X0 'T,nIT'N ,IWN-12 'n L, n17120 X2 Nivin-1Ta nalo7 nnyn" ,aim 'y
358-337 'ny ,a"nwn o'7win',n2'w7 1Y2n2 0"N-|2 AXT7 D' (1Iv7 170N ,(0'211y)
D'7vin, 2,7 tn (w71 0naxn yailiz (1) wa-11 'nL " n7aan nnaxa Nz andot L am 'y
222-211 'ny,n"vn

,2, 01T WTA7 'ViIn 'M7Iyn 02170 2T, " 02INaN N9I7NA TIN7NA 7V I1TIi717" ,2n 'y
94-89 'ny ,0">wn o'7viny

292-291 'ny ,(0"nwn) 21 nuw7,"17220 TM7nn 7w n'naxa Yna'tc'ant pay7t oanm 'y
,"'NI7109 NI>70' 190 7v¥ T'N-2N02av TI7'30 197 N'7120 N'NANA 7V nann nin7t ,anim 'y
88-67 'ny ,(n">wn) 17 1n1v7

78-60 'ny ,(1"7wn) an yaan ,"nrnan 7y Tn-ansi n'7220 n'naxn 7nn" am 'y
59-42 'ny ,(r"nwn) x1 w7 ,"nian 'ont omnm 47" a0 'y

70/7-nj7 'ny ,(2"wn) 47 10 ,"'7120 TIn7na 'x27'1 ‘027t nmwin amd" 1o My

121 'ny,(0"nwn) a1 nuw7," (7220 Tin7nn 7v n'nax1) 1'n'7 ,anm7 < ['na" 1o "y
123

69-58 'ny ,(7"7wn) an y2n ,"n'722 NN 717772 ninya w7yt inTo My

TV NY'XN N11) 'n'an 7ya N ...0'7v19 NARE (X)) 'Tin7nn (1727 0oy ai7'n" ,nTie My
7N NIT7IN21 X702 710 nimooa oary ,(0Duy) yaiad n'y 7 Mo ,n7a 1N (N Y
169-163 'ny ,2"nwn [3-Nnn1,TN7n1 [I'Y X1V '91197 O'wWT7IN

- WI7OXN - NTI7D = NTI7DOX — NTI72IX — XODI72IX :(2) 'Tin7nn (17'17 0o 170" ,;nT119 MY
0'ninnNal TIA7n21 07NN yali7 ,a,T7mI7n Nznn ,(0'271y) 70101 T wa-11 'n " 'wi7aN
430-411 'ny ,a"iwn 07w, 70100 Iy V7N 'O119 7v 1017 WT7i0 0'7212
345 327 'ny ,(2"awn) -0 w72 onznn ' RTIN (T) Tim7nn (1727 0oy ai7n"t , inTie My

‘ny ,(n"awn) ro yan ,"nwad ,wad ;eq& X2X (1) 'Tm7nn 177 0oy u7nt , inTie My
245-250

‘ny ,(2"nwn) 10 omyo ,"NXVIX 'TIN' 7V QX700 NII0N 'O 7Y Ti71an 1722 TIA7N" X7 Y
134-138

N7 1nuw7 ,"?21712 TIN7nav 12y 7yi191 ,0'27 TN, N27101 1210 NAIY 701" woliz
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38-36 'ny ,(x"7vn)
134-38 'ny ,2"nwn 07wy, N7 RTI-IXVXN L, (10Y) Tizw 'w " Tmnn 17'n7"t 7010wt N
200-178 'ny ,(X"7vn) n yain ,"noi aryi 0'70 N01a - Tmynan (177" 701 vty
,(2"wn) xo yan,"(2"v 1 ninno '711) X077 ,(X) 'TI7nn (17717 0'o011 0DW" , 70111 T
66-61 'ny
352-347 'ny ,(2"iwn) -0 w72 onjznn "(2) 'Tim7nn (17217 0'oo11 o'ow" 70110 ' T
D. Boyarin, “The Loss of Final Consonants in Babylonian Jewish Aramaic”, Afroasiatic
Linguistics 3 (1976), pp. 103-107
D. Boyarin, “The Low Vowel System of Geonic Aramaic”, Israel Oriental Srudies 8
(1978), pp. 129-141
Y. Breuer, “The Babylonian Aramaic in Tractate Karetot: According to MS Oxford”,
Aramaic Studies 5.1 (2007), pp. 1-45
T. Harviainen, “Diglossia in Jewish Eastern Aramaic”, Studia Orientalia 55 (1984),
pp. 97-113
E. Y. Kutscher, “Babylonian Talmudic”, in: F. Rosenthal, An Aramaic Handbook,
Wiesbaden 1967, pp. 43-45, 59-66
E. Y. Kutscher, “Two 'Passive' Constructions in Aramaic in the Light of Persian”,
Hebrew and Aramaic Studies, Jerusalem 1977, pp. 70-89
Matthew Morgenstern, "Notes on the Noun Patterns in the Yemenite Tradition of
Jewish Babylonian Aramaic", Revue des études juives 168 (2009), pp. 51-83
S. Rybak, The Aramaic Dialect of Nedarim (Dissertation), Yeshiva University 1980
S. Shaked, “Iranian Loanword in Middle Aramaic”, Encyclopedia Iranica, 2, pp.
259-261

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 20 %

Assignments 80 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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