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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
Topics in Phonetics of Hebrew - 25804

Last update 13-09-2023

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Hebrew Language

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof Asher Laufer

Coordinator Email: asher.laufer@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wednesdays (10:00)

Teaching Staff:
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Prof. Asher Laufer

Course/Module description:

Various Topics in Hebrew Phonetics. We will delve into selected issues in the field
of Hebrew pronunciation theory throughout the ages. We will begin with a
description of auxiliary tools for research in the field of phonetics and their
evaluation. We will discuss various phonetic issues such as: the inventory of vowels
and their durations through the ages; Are there half-vowels in Hebrew? Diphthongs,
Hyatus and its Breaking

Course/Module aims:

The course is meant to provide acquaintance with research methods in linguistics
and an ability to follow and understand descriptive procedures. Various Topics in
Hebrew Phonetics, ...

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

The course is meant to provide acquaintance with research methods in linguistics
and an ability to follow and understand descriptive procedures. The student is
expected to understand, know, organize, and interpret phonology subjects in
Modern Hebrew

Attendance requirements(%):
90%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
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Park Sung Jin (2019) The validity of the phonetic value changes of shewa in various
Tiberian contexts, Hebrew Studies 60 (2019): 333-355 **ya4j7 '9-17-9X 'MIv121 NN
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Heijmans Shai (2018), The Shewa in the First of Two Identical Letters and the
Compound Babylonian Vocalisation, in Studies in Semitic Linguistics and
Manuscripts: A Liber Discipulorum in Honour of Professor Geoffrey Khan, pp. 98-110.
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Laufer A. (1998), "Voicing in contemporary Hebrew in comparison with other
languages" Hebrew Studies 39, Madison, pp. 143-179.
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Additional Reading Material:
Bolotzki Shmuel (1997), “Israeli Hebrew phonology.” Chapter 17 in A. S. Kaye and

P. Daniels (eds.), Phonologies of Asia and Africa, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns. Vol. 1.
pp 287-311.

Grading Scheme:
Written / Oral / Practical Exam 40 %
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 30 %

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research
proposal 30 %

Additional information:
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