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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
TOPICS IN HISTORY OF HEBREW GRAMMAR - 25801

Last update 20-09-2015

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: hebrew language & jewish languages

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Aharon Maman

Coordinator Email: aharon.maman@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wednesday

Teaching Staff:
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Prof Aharon Maman

Course/Module description:

This seminar will deal with a selection of topics from the History of Hebrew based
on readings in the works of Rav Saadia Gaon, David b. Abraham Alfasi the Karaite,
Menahem b. Saruq, Dunash b. Labrat and their disciples, Yonah b. Janah, Rav Hai
Gaon, Abu I-Faraj Harun, Isaac b. Barun, Abraham b. Ezra, Yosef and David Qimhi,
and Abraham de Balmes.

Among other topics, the following issues will be discussed: the relationship of the
Grammar literature to the Masorah; The genres of Hebrew linguistic literature; The
speculative grammar and modern linguistics; Philology versus linguistics; The
influence of Greek, Latin, Syriac and Arab grammars on the evolution and
development of Hebrew grammar; The meta-language that should be used for the
description of ancient philology; Principal discussion of certain terms from the
theory of these philologist; Paradigms of the verb in the Karaite school vs. the
Rabbanite; The legacy of Jewish philology in the Christian Hebraists

Course/Module aims:

Educate the participants to a close reading in the primary sources and to logical
and fair interpretation of the text
To explain to them the gap between impressionistic interpretation and an
interpretation that is based on close and accurate philological and textual analyses
To teach them the cognition that an exact definition of the technical terms
guarantees an exact understanding and a good setting of a scientific theory
To explain the difference between philology and linguistics
To explain that theories, genres, and works are not created out of the blue, and one
should look for possible influential external sources
To acquire some chapters in the history of ideas and grammatical thought from
Aristotle, via the Greek grammar, and the Syriac and Arab grammars that evolved
out of it

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
To use the methodology for the reading of primary sources and their interpretation

To base their interpretation on close and accurate philological and textual analyses
To pay attention to the technical terms and to their exact definition on the way to
build a scientific theory

To pay attention to the difference between philology and linguistics

To look for possible influential external sources

To know some chapters in the history of ideas and grammatical thought and their
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adaptation in medieval Hebrew linguistics

Attendance requirements(%):
90%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Reading of sources
Philological and textual analysis

Discussion

Questions and answers

Teacher's lecture

Students' lectures

Course/Module Content:
Is medieval Hebrew Grammar based on Masorah literature?
Rav Saadia Gaon and his philological project
The Risala of R. Yehuda b. Quraysh
The term 'kemashma'o' in Mahberet Menahem b. Saruq and the history of its
interpretation
Textualization of the Hebrew philological genre in the Middle-Ages
The adaptation of Arabic grammatical theory
Is medieval comparative Semitic philology an imitation or a creation?
The parts of speech in the Aristotle, Greek, Latin, Syriac, Arabic and Hebrew
traditions
Grammar and logic: Yona b. Janah and Yosef ibn Kaspi

Required Reading:

EJ ,"Hebrew ,Literature Linguistic" ,David Tene .cls 1352-139016 ;eq&1971 xi0
X DIDTYN NN .N'TOI7[7'XINN 7¥ N2II7NAN N0 NXXA1 AT AN 7V N1DTIVA N1ITNN)
(mn7wvin

n1w7,"NNayn NyziTi7 TN NAVNAN X - 7IT7 T 78 nonn " it ax ;eq& ['vn , niT
168-155'ny, 1

NIY710 MI2'N2 N'2AIY71 N'AINT NAYA 7Y D700 IXIN DXNYA LA X ;eq&n"nen nn
,J1'12Yn N0'012INA , D' TiZNNA D'TIN'77 AWITAN 'AI019, (102 (AN TVI A" 01 N7 nayn
7170 |2 DNIN 7Y 7190 :D'7WIY

1 Judaica Iberia ,"Overview An - 950-1223 ,Andalus in Philology" ;eq& v"own ,nn
(2009), pp. 85-117
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‘'ny ,37 nuw7,"[I¥2 'TY0 217 [1Nax2 0ary" ,1121772 MN0oX ;eq&T-2"7en 11217712
136-117 [&eq; 277X 2un (nwn"1) 96-77], 290-275 [&eq;ovw 210-195], nauvw7 38 7vwn"T

90-78

-1778;eqQ&] 553-545 'ny ,47 190 nnj7,(0"down) 217X 7y nau7'a ,X10 TIT;€q&2" 7vn X10
[105-97 (I"nwn) 17n

"nen In-1T78;eq&) 212-163 nuw7 " jnax 1von wTn yoi7" ,niT ax ;eq&X" nen niT
115-106)

27707 X120 7177 TN ANXIN7 N1200111 n1aond n"a-9t7xa" X mn ;eq& X'own nn
139-95 'ny ,(X"own) n w72 0Nznn " Nn "1a197X 1AX7 '7nnwn7x ANND7N' 7Y

,72 [T 207NnYn IX NIX - 0120 ' nivnn nmen naizizon" inn nx ;eq& r'own nn
44-28 'ny ,(r"own) 7 o'on7 ,"1N2 [aX 7 aXNwnn '07 D"2Y NNI7N

,(1"own) no nuw7," Xy [aX DN1aX 17 'Darkn 190" 7w awTn niTan" jeq& 21"own mn
170-161 'ny

Additional Reading Material:
EJ ,"Hebrew ,Literature Linguistic" ,David Tene .cls 1352-139016 ;eq&1971 x10
1IN DIDTYN NN .'TOI7[7'XINN 7¥ N2II7NAN N0 NXXA1 AT AN 7V N1DTIVA N1ITNN)

(mn7win

12217 ,"NNayn 7177 TN N2AvNNAN X1 - 7177 Tn 78 nonn (n" i1 ax ;eq& ten , niT
1711 170
168-155 'ny, 1

,(2rn AT ' TV NIonn ') Mayvan 7177 7o DINNSNA NIT7IN , ['7' TIT ;eq&n"wn 17!
X'"'n,[165-136 'ny ,nnijz7n]

and Grammarians Hebrew of History Literary ,Hartwig Hirschfeld ;eq&1926 175v1'n
Lexicographers Accompanied by Unpublished Texts, London

102 "7 aNT 'n122 ' XA N2V [7ITi7 TN X1, Y1127 T2707 1TI007X ;eq&T' 9n 1" TN-10X2
’ 1,1 1 1
(7"wn 077 'X10 ,N1IY N0STN) NaN1a1 DAUNN

N7'NTP 'Xax;eq&) 18-13 'ny (n"7wn) /70171 "'arn nTint " 70171 780 ;eq&tarn-1i70171
(189 'ny ,6 110 ,n'1172

clms ,8 EJ ,"Jonah Janah Ibn" ,David Tene 1181-1186 ;eq&~x1971 X0

NIY710 MI2'N2 N'2AY71 N'AINT NAYA 7Y 07100 IXIN DXIYA LA X ;eq&n"nen nn
,J1'12Yn N0'012INA ,D'ATiZNN D'TIN'77 AWITAN 'AI019, (102 (AN TVIA"0Y N7 nayn
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o7y
131-125 ,pw7n mw yalj7 ,0v7 1121w7,"nx1'a 2 nar ' mn X ;eq&)ten-0"nen nn

1 Judaica Iberia ,"Overview An - 950-1223 ,Andalus in Philology" ;eq& 0"own ,nn
(2009), pp. 85-117

'y 4719 1N2Nn ,0"120 'R DAY JIY70 NN LA000 QN7 T7N |78 jeq&dt nen 11in-1T7x
[
D'7vI ([INTj7X)

DnnMIang Iv7in 'mon

[I¥2 n'TYy0o 11 1

17 NNNA IXI2YTN WYTN 7IXN AXND - (AN, (1Tan) 117X nmng jeq&o'own a7 1.1
(1707 :nnij711) 163-148 'ny ,0">wn 0'7vin', [IX2 ' TYO

‘'ny ,37 nuw7,"[I¥2 A'TY0 217 [1Nax2 0ary" ,11217712 aoX ;eq&T-2"7en 11217712
136-117 [&eq; 775 2un (nwn"1) 96-77], 290-275 [&eq;ovw 210-195], nauv7 38 7vwn"T
90-78

-1778;€eq&] 553-545 'ny ,47 190 nnj7,(0"down) 217X 7y nau7'a ,X10 TIT;€q&2" 7vn X10
[105-97 (I"nwn) 1un

"nen In-1T78;eq&) 212-163 nuw7 " jnax 1von wTn yoi7" ,niT ax ;eq&X" nen niT
115-106)

99-83 1"n nuw7,"iwx1n Nayn n"oan ni7" ,21217712 INoX ;eq&0" 7eun 11217712
(&eq; 1 T77x-21m newn"1 277-261)

,IN2 N'TYO 217 DAY [IVY7 NINYX 190, [IU70 NNON2A [IWX UX ,NIT'X ;eq& 1997 niT
Mwwn o7y

from Hebrew in Inflection of Study A" ,Leon Solomon Skoss ;eq&43/1942 o170 2.1
Saadia Gaon's Grammatical Work Kutub al-Lughah" JOR N.S. 33 (1942-43), pp.
171-212

Grammatical s'Gaon Saadia from Vowels Hebrew of Study A" ,idem ;eq&2/1951 olj70
Work Kutub al-Lughah", JOR N.S 42, pp. 283-317 ("v Da 0170 'wn"x)

,X"wn 22 yaan 2017 "na77x and" 'on nnaya niviann 7y axnn, 7"1n jeq&X"'wn 01j70
(2/1951 o170 0a |my) 184-174

Grammarian Hebrew Earliest The Gaon Saadia ,idem ;eq&1955 o170

nn 0'971n) o-',"[IX2 PTY0 217 N0O7 ['wao7x axnd" 178 nna jeq&rtown 117X 3.1
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(n"wn o'7win ,48-1 ,2 770 ,10'XT712 190

w7 |2 NTINY 2
X'n,wniiz )ax aTint 7v - "n7x01"n 172 |T7,;,eq& T nwn 172

IONO7N DNIAN-|2 TIT 3

Known Bible the of Dictionary Arabic-Hebrew The ,Skoss .L.S ;eq& 1945-1936 olj70
as Kitab Jami' Al-Alfaz (Agron) of David ben Abraham Al-Fasi the Karaite (Tenth
Century), vol. I-ll, Yale University Press, 1936-1945

7170 |2 DNIn 4

[IT217 ,j7170 |2 DN1A N12NN ,'701x9'7'9 1Y ;eq&1854 1j701x9'7'9

Edicion ,Mahberet ,Sarug Ben Menahem ,Badillos-Séenz Angel ;eq&1986 oin12
critica e introduccion, Granada

0127- ]2 wUTS

719507 0N 1327 NIYy1Dn OY YT NIAIYN 190 ,'701189'7'0 1Y ;eq&1855 1j701x917'9 1.5
[IT217 ,0N10 N12NN
,N"own 10 X1 j7n n'a,"onan n1ann"7 miaiwn7 vt nnTizn 27X 'nnl ;eq&n"own 117X
63-45

Granada ,Labrat Ben Dunas de Tesubot ,Badillos- Sédenz Angel ;eq&1980 oin1a

,JIN2 ' TY0 21 7V 0127-12 waT niaiwn 190 ,Robert Schréter ;eq&1866 10 w] NN *
[Ix¥7012

[IN97 |AX [7NX', TIT |2 ATIA',N7'0j7"2 |2 70X’ :0N1D 'T'A7N 6

[2 AT NIAIvN 7y 7100 [2X 27V [2 DNIN 'T'NA7N Ni2wn , o 270 n7r ;eq&1870 hov
11,0117

de discipulos los de Tesubot ,(.ed) Robles Benavente Santiaga ;eq&1986 07111
Menahem contra Dunas Ben Labrat, Granada

nwy 2T AT TN 7

-[2 DNIN 'T'M7N NAT 7Y 2'wn WX 0127 2 170 waT TR7n niawn , 7"10 ;eq&1870 hov
1970 n11,71n0

,Seset ben yehudi de Tesubot ,(.ed) Moreno Varela Encarnation Ma ;eq&1981 111n
Granada

“arn nTIn' 8

NTAN) D7V (IATZX AN AT 7Y 7177 T ian L, (T71na7n) Xao TiT;eq& 7" wn X10
V11,1844 0j715,1897 2M00OXN' :NAY7 DNIANAI VA DAU7NAA AN 1IN 7V NN7IXN
1870)

-X O X700 "arn nTIN' ' 07777 TR0 WX 7177770 190 ,0V71T 2'7 N7 ;eq&1844 0717
["N-0OX 01197119 ,TIj71N-1,7921 '7VY9 -1 ,N11 NIMIN 190

DnI2IN21 '2YN D702 I'NAMY7 Tvan 'arn ' 7y naw7n mawn , 77xn 7y i ;eq&1984 1ni
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(1995 0197 nTnNn) 1984 n'7win,(x20 'T'9119 N>1TN2a X¥'N7 1na 1ua'n) Nayn

7190 '2,7wnni NN NIPNIX 190 'X NN X700 7177 T 190 nwi7v 01 oX'7'a2 [anr ;eq&1870 on
] 1 1 ’ 1 ’ !

7"1'arn X710 ATIAY Y 0777 TAN WX 12V [IW72 0120 WX, TIi710 190 ‘21,7900 17V9

['7721 (17217 ,V"1 N7'07'2 |2 N2DNN [NDN Awn ' wT70 [IY77 Dnani

by Hebrew in Verbs Geminative and Weak The ,Morris Yastrow ;eq&1897 11100’
Abu Zakariyya Yahya ibn Dawud of Fez known as Hayyug, Leiden, Brill

292-281 'ny,Tn w7 ,2yn vl 7700 [2ivn 7y 'a1217712 ' ;eq&n"wn 11217712
[&eq; 1 T7x-27m (nwn")) 222-211]

-12 NO'0IUN LA NN Larn ATINY 1A 7Y NY7IT7 T NN, 702 10X ;eq& 1993 701 10X
2"awn ,|7'N

[IN2 XYW 2 '¥0 21 9
nuw7 " ixa 'xn 217 ("goxnn 190") uxn7x axnd n" ,j1on1ax X ;eq&rt7en [10n1aN
116-108 ,xn

-U7101 A7TN '90IXNA [IN2 "N 217 "IXN7X AxND' (17 e "t nx nn jeq& oten nn
421-341 'ny ,(o"wn) 0o y2an ,"00¥

/NN 'ano7x ax 10

"NINIAVTIN NA77X 1D 7INOTXNI 7IXNTN 17V 7nNwN7N ANNDT7X!

son et Jerusalem de anonyme grammairien Le" ,Wilhelm Bacher ;eq& 1895 1ox2
livre", REJ 30

(1895), pp. 232-256

grammairer Le :Faradj Al ben Haroun Faradj I'Abou" ,Samuel Poznanski ;eq& 'j7011119
de Jerusalem et sur Mouschtamil", REJ 33 (1896), pp. 24-39, 197-218

I¥71 Dj7NnN ,02277 0'X170 )2 107120 ' NY7ITiZ7Tn navnnn Y, nn ax ;eq& 1"awn mn
I I 1717T]
96-79 'ny ,(1"wwn) 1

27707 X120 7177 TN ANXIN7 N12001117 n1aond n"a-9t7xa" X mn ;eq& X'own nn
139-95 'ny ,(X"own) n w72 0Nznn " Nn 121978 1AX7 '7nnun7x ANND7N' 7Y

omnanx 11
n2j70m , v uxn ,(11nn) 7ot rxn ;eq&1990 '7om
165-153 ni navw7 0717710 navnnn niT7ing ' 'y uxn' ;eq&n"iwn-1"awn nn

nx1'apani 12

ibn Merwan Walid Aboul'd traités et Opuscules ,Joseph Dérenbourg 111217712.1
Djanah, Paris 1880

"i707non7x axnd" :nx1'a 2 nar 7w "onozn" DIaNn NYaaX 7y 2vn 1iznn X 7'on
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(&eq;"190 mawnn" 1x "190 noomn"); "n7xo1 n2an7x" (&eq;"190 nwnn"); "n7x0"
190" 1¥ "nnoinn 190",eq&) "ntron7x axnd" ("uwrnr 2zn 190") " 7'non7x1 2M7N7X
("nxnwnn

M2YN 1NIAN2 NXA'A AN N2 7 [7N7N0N7X AXND XIN NAawnn 190 ,X10 TIT ;eq& 1"own N10
,NI201 N90IN2 ,'2VYN U7NA7 AXNYAAI T 'AND I TI0' 7Y N'NI7'2 NITNA ,'T1900 TV 7V
"own D'7wiN', 071090 NNSNI NINYN

des Livre Le ,(Wilhelm Bacher &) Joseph Derenbourg ;eq&1886 1>2-20211712.2
parterres Fleuris - Grammaire hébraique en arabe d'Abou'l Walid Merwan ibn
Djanah de Cordoue, Paris (axn> yn77x 111701 'a1yn)

Walid-I'Abu by Roots Hebrew of Book The ,Adolph Neubauer ;eq&1875 1ix2'12
Marwan ibn Janah or Rabbi Jonah, Oxford (&eq; axn> 71xX7X 1Nij7n1 '2Vn)

T-2ND NN 0217'N1 O'XI17'1) NX2'2 2 D207 " 7IXR7X AXND
295-273 7 naw7 ,"(v11 'n72 anmn

nax7Y N7 - (1"own) 1anx)

NX1'2 (2N N7 yn'77X AXN2) NNj71n 190 ,'70171 783 ;eq&X" ¥ IN-0"9N 170171
(X20-'7017'1 : X ['772, (12N [AX AT Y 7 N2ayn 1n1aN2

D'7vi , X"XIN-0"9N 170171 7v nav niTnn ;eq& T Own X10-'7017'1

N10-'j7017' :in2 ,"Nnj710 190" NTnna 71 470171 78> 7¥ 11T ,X10 TIT,;eq&T'Oovwn X10
"7en-xX"xan 'ny,'a 110 ,(7'Own)

n1annn wn j77nn Xin 0'wawn 190 ,(7'Tnn) 1WoN2 aXNT '2 ;eq&Tt1an-2"10 10X
NITNA) ['772,01aN0 (2 ATINY Y WT70 [IW7 7X 177'NYnl NX2'2 (2 020 2 [Iv72 1120 7177 TR
(1969 ,0XTI00NX ,019 17'9 ,NN7IXN

T0 78y 13
TN 7MY 17 ¥1ANOX7X AXND [N n0'790 " (1 TNN) 21X21717 71189 ;€eq&1916 11x2j71i7
224-205 'ny ,nayn j77nn "' 11900

N7'0i7'2 |2 [non nwn 14
nwn '17 naxN7x1 VDTN7N AXND (A N0'790 ™, 21XA171i7 711IXD - N7'07'2 12,1916 21X2j71i7
66-59 ,mnayn j77nin ,1916 2124717 :7in2 ,"n7'0/7'2 |2

S NINNT7NEAMDT7NN ANXND - D271 [IW71 107 [IW7 7V 190 'Tw" 0178 n'nna ;eq&1949 ni7x
24 ,67-34 ,1170

oy71 a2 nTin 15

(x) :DNI DY72 12 NTIN' 7 12y (w7 7177772 007 0190 nw7et jeq&noy7a,1916 1111717
N'27Y1) X702 0'NXNIN 02V NINIX 190 (3) ,(02aNn7X AXND NX11D 1'27Y1) 02aN7 190
niMwn NN DAY 0'7Y90 190 (3) ,(X7NR7X 'S NTAINT7X INVNA7X 910N AXND (X1

/7 N0'790 N OY NV ON7NYn (XNOX7X [N NZNYN7X 7XYOX7X ANND :NX11D N'21Y1)
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152-67 'ny ,nayn j77nin ,1916 212717 N2 ,"DNN NX[7 7¥ 12Y0 910

,0V71 2 nTIN'7 (Timxn 190) 02'aN7X 2XND,[1I0N1AX XA ;eq&02'an ,1"dwn (10NN
(149-51 'ny i7" 7110 190,€q&) 1">wn 07wy

D'7viN',0VY71 |2 ATIAY 217 7Y D190 NwI7Y,[1001AX XA ;eq&a"den [10n1aN

/N2 jax j7nx' 16

N1INIAYTN NA77X 2 NITNINTN ANND [N N0'790 ™, 21x2717 7189 ;eq&1890 11x1171i7
‘ny ,"Mayn j77nn, 1112709 0"0,"'T1900 (102 (A [7NX' D'NIAN 12X 112N WX N2 TXI
i77nni,172-155 'ny ,nayn j77nn ,(1916) 1ix271;7 nx11;158-156 '0inn j77nni1,100-1
233-216 'ny ,'01nn

and Grammar Hebrew on Works Arabic s'Barun Ibn ,Pinchas Wechter ;eq&1964 10511
Lexicography, Philadelphia, Dropsie College,

nuw7 “1na ja 7nx'7 (nxnwnn 190;eq&) "narxim7x aXnd>7 ninzwn" 172 |7;eq&n"wn 172
292-281 'ny ,44

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 20 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 40 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 20 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
The quizzes will cover the bibliography

One may write a final paper or a seminar paper
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