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Course/Module description:

"No"— which does not express disagreement ("No, you're 100% right!"), "Come"—
which does not request physical proximity ("Come on, that's not true!"), and "You
don't understand"— which does not accuse the listener of a lack of understanding
("You don't understand how exciting this is!")— are expressions that have garnered
significant attention among researchers of spoken discourse in recent decades. A
close analysis of their role in conversation reveals that these expressions enable
speakers to minimally signal their own mental processes, establish textual
connections between different units of discourse, and express interpersonal
attitudes within the conversational context. Since the discourse function of these
expressions often diverges from their original meaning, a compelling question
arises: what enables certain expressions to evolve in this way? Additionally, as a
global and multilingual society, Israeli society is influenced by external factors in
various fields, including language usage. This influence is evident in the borrowing
of discourse markers from other languages, such as nu, okey, and ya’ani. In this
context, questions arise: Does the borrowed expression reflect its original use in the
source language? Or has it developed independently within Hebrew discourse after
being borrowed? Alongside verbal discourse markers, the course will also explore
relevant multimodal aspects, such as intonation, hand gestures, head movements,
and facial expressions

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
1. To understand the relevant issues in the study of discourse markers.
2. To be familiar with different approaches to the study of discourse markers.
3. To identify and analyze discourse markers in various discourse genres.

Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: nxx1n

Course/Module Content:
1. Discourse and discourse markers
2. Definitions and classifications of discourse markers
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3. The emergence of discourse markers

4. Multimodal aspects of discourse markers

5. Discourse markers at the crossroads - between writing and speech, between
languages, between bodily reflexes and communicative signs

6. Discussion of selected discourse markers originating from diverse categories
(adjectives and adverbs, clauses with perception verbs, deictic expressions,
negation words, politeness terms, borrowed elements, non-verbal vocal elements,
bodily gestures)
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page 3/4



Heritage, J. (2018). Turn-initial particles in English: The cases of oh and well. In: |.
Heritage and M.-L. Sorjonen (eds.), Between Turn and Sequence: Turn-initial
Particles across Languages. Amsterdam/Philadelphia: Benjamins, pp. 155-190.
Inbar, A. & Shor, L. (2019). Covert negation in Israeli Hebrew: Evidence from co-
speech gestures? Journal of Pragmatics 143: 85-95.

Inbar, A. (2023). The Raised Index Finger gesture in Hebrew multimodal interaction.
Gesture 21(2/3): 264-295.

Kamunen, A. (2018). Open Hand Prone as a resource in multimodal claims to
interruption. Gesture 17(2): 291-321.

Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research
proposal 70 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 30 %

Additional information:
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