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Course/Module description:

The course focuses on some fundamental stages in the development of Hebrew
script and on the changing features of orthography (mainly in the use of matres
lectionis) throughout the history of the Hebrew language.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. To recognize and decipher early and late Hebrew scripts and to understand their
inner connections
2. To describe the main orthography features of classical Hebrew as reflected in
various text witnesses
3. To describe the development of standard modern Hebrew orthography

Attendance requirements(%):
According to the university rules.

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures accompanied by text
reading and analysis; in-class practice.

Course/Module Content:
1. The development of the alphabetic script in the ancient Near-East
2. The paleo-Hebrew alphabet
3. The adoption of the Aramaic alphabet
4. Script types and modes in Hebrew medieval manuscripts
5. Orthography in the epigraphic findings from the biblical period, the Second
Temple period and the Mishnaic and Talmudic period
6. Orthography in the direct witnesses of the Bible and the post-biblical literature
7. The Masorah as an orthography preservation system
8. The discussions about modern Hebrew orthography and the rules of Vaad
HaLashon and the Academy of the Hebrew Language

Required Reading:
Selected items (given throughout the course) from the following list:
2"ywn o'7win' ,Anonni Anon ,210'NK 'Y
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02'N2 0"2'2N-'2'2 121X'YI 12YN 1900 NOX7N 7V NAI719'0 NNV NAl717'T17 ,"MIN-N12'n
,1540 niw Ty NN 20X2 TA-1AND TV 7Y NTOIMAN NNIND A )N MXIYN1 11000
488-403 'ny ,(n"ywn) 0.9 01701'X¥ NoON
227-177 'ny ,2"wn o7y, (iv7 7v nnnn7na ,0"n-a't
142-136 ,(1"vn) T nuw7,"1w7n v "y 2Mon n7xY NNno97" ,0mn-ja'r
65-37 'ny ,n"ywn 07w, NavnAn (IV7 7 NNIXA NN ,IWN-12'N
138-125 'ny ,X"vwn AT AN ,NIVIAXD DIT7IN X7 770 1M
2"7wn 0'7wi',NINS97 NIarolnl N'Van ayn A'ndon 17N ,1121
44-11 'ny ,(7"wn-1"wn) 2’ nuw7,"nunn and" ,12w0110 n"a
n"on o'7win' ,nNaya 2'Mdonl Xoana L, '7 T
X"iwn o'7win,21X'Y ,NI121220 ,NITIO! ,NIT7IN 1AV AN 190,171 'Y
12N X710 ,(771v) (1o ‘X, 00500 NI7'al PNPNINT NOIN NYIT7 1272 AX'TXA" N0 'n
69-42 'ny ,0"7vn 211aN-7n
80-25 'ny ,I"yvwn o'7vi , N TIN' DAY NN
y nuw7 ,"XIry 'Ta andn no7nn 7y nyonn ((x) 7'rn a7 ninn and 7yt nx1 'y
143-125 'ny (n"own)
123-89 'ny ,(v'"wn) 2y nuw?7 ,"o'xiiz1 0'i7'nyn :(2) 7"rn 12712 ndinn and 7yt 0N 'y
2"awn o'7vi, TIA7NN1 NApNAN Y N NAYIE NPAIXN NIAMND (XL 0N 7Y ,ni1 Y
n“7vn 2/ax 7n ,0D'7'NYn ND13N-'N2AN NIMAYAI NI'IND NI2INIA :[AX] 0905 7Y ,ni1 "
0'7vI0 ,'2VA-N'AY N'ONAIN'7971 N'9'ON7 NIAN (NAD7NN 7V 'NIT7IN WX L, NIl Y
0"nvn
,(771Y) 17287 0" X" nraw7 ninyni NY70 IR0 10 M Nrayn niamoant ,noeiy ytia
122-104 'ny ,1I"7wn 2ax 7n 17017 TIT7 721'" 190
18-16 'ny ,(7"awn) nn oy7 w7 ," 1717'20 20N 2'non 7y TIV" Moy y'
ni 1121w7 ,"DI>'0 7V [1I'01 12YN0 'MYN 2'ND1 AXN7Z0 DN nwxt ,moay v
24-13 'ny ,(n"1wn-T1"1wn)
‘ny ,0"wn D'7vin,Nn7nn D' NI72010 NNR7YN NV N790 7V 2IW70 Y701 [IY70 017 Y
95-140
C. Ariel, “Orthography: Biblical Hebrew”, G. Khan (ed.), Encyclopedia of Hebrew
Language and Linguistics, http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopedi
a-of-hebrew-language-and-linguistics/orthography-biblical-hebrew-
EHLL COM_0004577s.numé&eq;5
F. M. Cross and D. N. Freedman, Early Hebrew Orthography, New Haven 1952
B. Dan, “Orthography: Modern Hebrew”, G. Khan (ed.), Encyclopedia of Hebrew
Language and Linguistics, http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopedi
a-of-hebrew-language-and-linguistics/orthography-modern-hebrew-
EHLL COM _00000211?s.numé&eq;7
J. M. Hutton, “Orthography: Epigraphy”, G. Khan (ed.), Encyclopedia of Hebrew
Language and Linguistics, http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopedi
a-of-hebrew-language-and-linguistics/orthography-epigraphy-
EHLL COM _000004007s.numé&eq;6
E. Qimron, A Grammar of the Hebrew of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Jerusalem 2018, pp.
55-97
M. Ryzhik, “Orthography: Rabbinic Hebrew”, G. Khan (ed.), Encyclopedia of Hebrew
Language and Linguistics, http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopedi
a-of-hebrew-language-and-linguistics/orthography-rabbinic-hebrew-
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EHLL COM _000007287?s.numé&eq;8

Publications of Vaad HalLashon and the Academy of the Hebrew Language:
242-232 'ny ,(xX"wn) X' nuw7,"21no3n-77> nyxn"

251-240,227-198 'ny ,(T'wn-2"wn) 2' nuv7 ,"1'wn nidioa [Iv7n VI NOOX"
94-75 'ny ,(n"vn-1"wn) 2 nuw7 " 1'wn iva 1" 72 (170 V1 N90oX"

(0"wn 7X) 0,X DY7 1nUY7,"TIj7'30 10N 2'NdON 770"

61-35 'ny ,2"own o'7win' ,nTNrm niain - oy7 w7 ," 11720 100 2'non '77>"
198-163 'ny ,(2"awn) an oy7 w7 ," 71j7'a0 20N 2'Non 7V"

40-9 'ny ,n"ywn o'7wi,j7’nynnl j710'90 2'N2N 177> ,"¥7nn 2'mon 177"

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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