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Teaching Staff:
Prof Yochanan Breuer

Course/Module description:

In this period ephigrphic material from the second temple, the Mishan and the
Talmud era will be read: Synagogue inscriptions, burial inscriptions, coins and
letters. Besides reading, a comparison between the language of this material and
the language of the literary sources will be made: in particular, the language of the
rabbinic sourced, but also Late Biblical Hebrew and the language of the dead Sea
Scrolls.

Course/Module aims:

Getting to know the compleixity of the linguistic situation in Palestine in this period
and a better understanding of Mishnaic Hebrew by reading material which did not
undergo a transmission process.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To read big portions of the epigraphic material; to conduct a linguistic analysis of
this material; to make an independent linguistic research of the epigraphic material
and to compare it to the language of the literary sources.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and discussion

Course/Module Content:

1. Introduction: the linguistic situation in Palestine in the period under discussion;
the language of the epigraphic material vs. the language of the contemporary
literary sources - possible reasons for the differences
Dedication inscriptions: Kefar Baram, Alma
Dedication inscriptions: Kefar Dabure, Kefar Navorya, Susya
Bar-Kochva letters: Murabbaat 42, 43
Bar-Kochva letters: Murabbaat 44
Bar-Kochva letters: Nahal Hever 54
Bar-Kochva letters: Nahal Hever 51
Bar-Kochva letters: Nahal Hever 49
Burial Inscriptions
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10. Ostraca from Mesada

11. Legal documents: Murabbaat 30

12. A Legal Document

13. Legal documents: Nahal Hever 44, 45, 46
14. Legal documents: Murabbaat 24
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Additional Reading Material:
Collections of epigraphic material

189 169 'ny ,2"7wn o'7wint, 2 ,0MVY-N12, TN ")

261 256 'ny ,(0"nwn) > 7xw-yax ,"N2D1D 12 ' Ny 2N ovt L nn7 'RHwinatn
209 194 'ny ,2"7vn 0'7wi',NiN5010 NIAMD ,0NXI1 2000 '

7v nx17n;eq&) 158 88 'ny ,(T1"7wn) an yan U |X¥w na jznyn n'no7n naind" ,noir '
(187 117 'ny ,X"nwn ,a,y27n '01j7'7 ,NI'TINY NI2AIND

2000 o'7wi ,2-N ,2117 2101 ATIAY 127N NP2 NPAY ,NINAX DITIVN QO0IN AT 'Y

page 3/5



N"awn 07w yaw-aNa ,'0'7xy 70l nimiyn 1711y
123114 'ny,n"wn o'7vin X ,0yw-na,(r;eq&) 17mn 'a
'‘ny ,(0"nwn) 12 nuw7 ,"wTinn 0io1o - (P) 69.d .Heb .MS T1190;7i1X¥ n"1ay nax" ,iwn'n
104 'ny ,(2"i1wn) 11 nuw?7,"'nnay naX'7 nioon" ;264 215
X'nwn o'7vin,a yiaan '017'7 ,nrTinY Niamos 7y aXd7'n ,(0j77n) nint
16 1 'ny,(0"nwn) 11y ,"?niny X77 owax" ,nn'
302 'ny ,(0"nwn) > 7¥w-yIX " D7'NYN N01ON-N2ANA NIV NINAIND NI2moat ,nn 't
310
190 188 'ny ,(X"7wn) ' 7x-yIN " D'7WI [19X¥N NIN70171 7V niwTN Niamd" 0t
2"awn o'7viN , XN 000 7Y, 0"
n"7vn 2:ax-7n ,0'7'NYn N01DN-'N2N NIMAYAI NIMAIAND NIAINDN ;[AXI 09'09 7Y ,nia "
1221w/7 ,"NIMayn NNAND - 11T 221 N20I2-12 7Y NIPNRANDL NPIAYA DNNAXD 7 (i7" awwoliz '
(v-11'ny ,7vn 07w ,n'NIN21 N2V 070N w007 'veq&) 23 7 'ny ,(2"own) 1D
0"yn o'7vIN X L, 2IV'0 190,77 'Y
Benoit et al., Les grottes de Murabba[Jat [DJD II], Oxford 1961
J. B. Frey, Corpus Inscriptionum ludicarum, Il, Rome 1952
S. Klein, Judisch-palastinisches Corpus Inscriptionum, Wien-Berlin 1920
I. Levine, Ancient Synagogues Revealed, Jerusalem 1981
J. Naveh, "Varia Epigraphica Judaica", I0S 9 (1979), pp. 17-31
D. Pardee et al., Handbook of Ancient Hebrew Letters, Chico 1982, pp. 114-144
Y. Rahmani, A Catalogue of Jewish Ossuaries in the Collections of the State of Israel,

Jerusalem 1994
Discussions on the language
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A. Fitzmyer, "The Bar Cochba Period", Essays on The Semitic Background of the
New Testament, Missoula 1974, pp. 305-354
J. C. Greenfield, "The 'Defension Clause' in some Documents from Nahal Hever and
Nahal Se>elim", RQ 15 (1992), pp. 467-471

B. Ridzewski, Neuhebraische Grammatik auf Grund der altesten Handschriften und
Inschriften, Frankfurt 1992
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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