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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

History of the Hebrew Language: From Its Origins until
the End of the Amoraic Period - 25231

Last update 27-07-2020

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Hebrew Language

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Steven Fassberg

Coordinator Email: steven.fassberg@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: by appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Steven Fassberg

Course/Module description:

Survey of the development of the Hebrew language beginning with Afro-Asiatic,
then Semitic, on to its reconstructed proto-stage, down through the biblical period
and the end of the Amoraic period. Sociolinguistic and grammatical aspects will be
discussed.

Course/Module aims:
description of the diachronic and synchronic analysis of the Hebrew language

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

track the evolution of the Hebrew language from the reconstructed Afroasiatic
stage down to Amoraic Hebrew. Trends and external influences will be apparent and
understood in the light of historical events and natural language development

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: lectures and selected readings

Course/Module Content:

1. Afroasiatic language family; Semitic family
2.Northwest Semitic, beginnings of Hebrew, Mari and Amorite, El Amarna, Ugaritic,
beginning of the aphabet
3.Biblical Hebrew phonology
4.Biblical Hebrew morphology
5.Periodization of Biblical Period
6.1st Temple period epigraphic Hebrew
7.Ben Sira, Dead Sea Scrolls
8.Samaritan Hebrew, Greek and Latin transcriptions,
9.Masorah, vocalization systems
10. Tannaitic Hebrew
11. Tannaitic continued
12. Bar Kosiba letters and Judean Desert material
13. Amoraic Hebrew
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A. Rubin, A Brief Introduction to the Semitic Languages .Piscataway, NJ 2010.

Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics (EHLL):
Y. Breuer, “Amoraic Hebrew”
Y. Breuer, “Morphology: Rabbinic Hebrew”
Y. Breuer, “Phonology: Rabbinic Hebrew”
M. Florentin, “Samaritan Hebrew: Biblical”
V. Golinets, “Masora, Tiberian”
H. Gzella, “Abecedaries”
R. Hasselbach, “Barth-Ginsberg Law”
R. Hasselbach, “Canaanite and Hebrew”
A. Hornkohl, “Biblical Hebrew: Periodization”
J. Huehnergard, “Semitic Language, Hebrew as a”
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J.M. Hutton, “Epigraphic Hebrew: Pre-Roman Period”

G. Khan, “Biblical Hebrew: Pronunciation Traditions

M. Kister, “Ben Sira”

A. Koller, “Attenuation”

H. Misgav, “Paleography of Hebrew Inscriptions”

U. Mor, “Bar Kokhba Documents”

A.D. Rubin, “Afroasiatic and Hebrew: History of Scholarship”

A. Yuditsky, “Transcription into Greek and Latin Script: Pre-Masoretic Period”

Handbook of Biblical Hebrew (ed. W.R. Garr and S.E. Fassberg. Winona Lake,
2016)

A. Ahituv et al., “Epigraphic Hebrew”

M. Florentin, “Samaritan Tradition”

A. Maman, “Reading Traditions of Biblical Hebrew”

Y. Ofer, “The Tiberian Tradition of Reading the Bible and the Masoretic System”
W. van Peursen, “Ben Sira”

A. E. Yuditsky, “Hebrew in Greek and Latin Transcriptions”
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A. Saenz-Badillos, A History of the Hebrew Language. Cambridge, 1993 (Storia
della lingua ebraica. Tr. P. Cappeli. Brescia, 2007).

J. M. Hoffman, In the Beginning: A Short History of the Hebrew Language. New
York, 2004.

E.Y. Kutscher, A History of the Hebrew Language. Jerusalem, 1982.

N. Waldman, The Recent Study of Hebrew: A Survey of the Literature with
Selected Bibliography. Cincinnati, 1989.

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 100 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %
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Additional information:
Dept. of Hebrew Language
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Mt. Scopus
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