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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

The Religious Landscape of Contemporary Israel -
24140

Last update 29-10-2021

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Comparative Religion

Academic year: 0

Semester:

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Ms. Maayan Raveh

Coordinator Email: Maayan.Yaron@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Tuesday 13:00-14:30
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Teaching Staff:
Ms. Maayan Raveh

Course/Module description:

The course will examine the various religious communities in Israel, in an attempt
to understand in depth and the challenges facing the religious community in Israeli
society today. During the course, we will look at the three religions - Judaism,
Christianity and Islam, in present-day Israel, and will focus on the connection
between religion and politics, and the tensions between the religious and the
modern.

Course/Module aims:

1. Getting to know the religious communities in Jerusalem
2. Familiarity with the major religious bodies of the three religions in Israel
3. Examining religious discourse in Israeli society and its impact on Israel's status in
the world
4. Understanding the influence of politics on religion and vice versa.
5. Knowledge of the tensions that characterize religious discourse in the modern
world
6. Developing a critical vision for the effects of the religious dimension on Israeli
society

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. Get to know the different religious communities in Israel
2. Analyze the religious discourse in Israel and its implication
3. Critically address religious attitudes used in Israeli politics
4. Recognize and analyze the effects of religious discourse on Israel's status in the
world
5. Write a short research paper incorporating the use of primary and secondary
sources

Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:
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Course/Module Content:

1
A. Introduction: The Complex History of the Three Monotheistic Religions in
Jerusalem - David's Tomb as a Case Study
B. Religious Communities in the Modern World - Key Concepts in the Study of
Modern Religion
2
Religious Communities in the Modern World - Key Concepts in the Study of Modern
Religion
3
A. The ultra-Orthodox society on its varieties - the Sanhedria neighborhood as a
case study
B. The development of religious Zionism - from Rabbi Kook's teaching to Gush
Emunim

Waqf in Jerusalem
The Islamic Movement and Minority Laws in Modern Muslim Thought

Christian Society in Israel - diverse and Challenges
Palestinian Christian Theology and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Status Quo in Israel
The importance of holy places in Israel
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Emmett Chad, "The Status Quo Solution for Jerusalem," Journal of Palestine Studies,
26 (1997), pp. 16-28.
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Karayanni Michael, "Groups in Context: An Ontology of a Muslim Headscarf in a
Nazareth Catholic School and a Sephardic Ultra-Orthodox Student in Immanuel,"
Law and Social Inquiry 41(2016) 937-1005

Marshall J. Breger, Yitzhak Reiter, Leonard Hammer, "Introduction," in Holy Places in
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Confrontation and Co-existence. London; New York:
Routledge, 2009. Pp. 1-19

Neuhaus David, Christians in Israel, Paris, Bayard Presse, 2017, pp. 87-108

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 80 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 10 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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