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Course/Module description:

* Close reading of Ezra-Nehemiah, employing textual and philological tools;
* Analysis of the literary development of Ezra-Nehemiah;
* Investigation of the idological and theological aspects of the various sources of
Ezra-Nehemiah, within the context of literature of the period;
» Contribution of Ezra-Nehemiah towards the historical reconstruction of the
Restoration period.

Course/Module aims:

(1) to provide the basic tools for the study of Ezra-Nehemiah, in its literary and
historical context.
(2) to locate the literature of the Restoration period within its broader historical
context (the Persian world).
(3) to examine the literary development of Ezra-Nehemiah.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Analyze literature of the Restoration period according to the philological-textual
method.
Discuss comprehensively the late biblical books and the exegetical issues that arise
when reading them.
Interpret verses and passages in Ezra-Nehemiah with the assistance of previous
interpreters.
Assess the advantages and disadvantages of specific interpretations / interpreters.
Formulate clearly these conclusions in oral and written form.

Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
1. Introduction
(a) The Historical Background of the Restoration Period
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(b) Overview of Ezra-Nehemiah - One Book or Two?
(c) Textual Evidence of Ezra-Nehemiah (with special emphasis on Septuagint)

2. Edict of Cyrus
Biblical Passages:
Ezra 1; 6:3-5

(+ 2Chronicles 36)

3. Rebuilding the Temple - Joshua and Zerubbabel
Biblical Passages:

Ezra 1-6

(Haggai + Zechariah 1-8)

4. Rebuilding the People: Ezra
Biblical Passages:
Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 8

5. Rebuilding the City and Wall: Nehemiah
Biblical Passages:
Nehemiah 1-6, 8-13

Required Reading:

1. Introduction

(a) The Historical Background of the Restoration Period

(b) Overview of Ezra-Nehemiah - One Book or Two?

(c) Textual Evidence of Ezra-Nehemiah (with special emphasis on Septuagint)

Reading:
,(0DY) TIvI i |2 2"n N2 ," 019 1D7n (107 noizni ('Y Na'Y , 712 ni7at ,unTn 0N
.173-154 'ny ,1969 ,2:ax-7n ,7xw' DY NIT7IN

Pierre Briant, From Cyrus to Alexander: A History of the Persian Empire (trans. P.T.
Daniels; Winonal Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2002).

James C. VanderKam, “Ezra-Nehemiah or Ezra and Nehemiah?” in Priests, Prophets
and Scribes: Essays on the Formation and Heritage of Second Temple Judaism in
Honour of Joseph Blenkinsopp (eds. E. Ulrich at al.; JSOTSup 149; Sheffield: Sheffield
Academic Press, 1992), 55-75; repr. in idem, From Revelation to Canon: Studies in
Hebrew Bible and Second Temple Literature (JS/Sup 62; Leiden: Brill, 2000), 60-80.

David Kraemer, “On the Relationship of the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah,” |]SOT 59
(1993): 73-92.

2. Edict of Cyrus
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Biblical Passages:
Ezra 1; 6:3-5
(+ 2Chronicles 36)

Reading:

Commentaries - see below

Elias J. Bickerman, “The Edict of Cyrus in Ezra 1,” Journal of Biblical Literature 65
(1946): 249-275; repr. in idem, Studies in Jewish and Christian History, Parts |-l
(Leiden: Brill, 1976-1986), 1:72-108.

Peter R. Ackroyd, Exile and Restoration: A Study of Hebrew Thought of the Sixth
Century B.C. (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1968), 118-137.

Tamara Cohn Eskenazi, In an Age of Prose: A Literary Approach to Ezra-Nehemiah
(SBLMS 36, Atlanta: Scholars, 1988), 37-44.

,(0'271y) 7yoXN 7xw1 unTn 0N :)ina ,"INr>n7 M10onn yizanl waid N7yt ,imTn o'n
097in ;16-5 'ny ,a"nwn,1 710 '7¥w oY 7v 000N N1T0,019 [I07Y ' - [IY N
TOmM ,0'7wIN ,DIT[70 NN NIT7IN2 070N :NTINY 722 ,IWXN ,NATN 0N )N ¥TNn
.303-283 'ny ,I"own ,nMizmyl1 77X YIX NV7N7 112701 [7'7X812

3. Rebuilding the Temple - Joshua and Zerubbabel

Biblical Passages:

Ezra 1-6

(Haggai + Zechariah 1-8)

Reading:

Commentaries - see below

Peter R. Ackroyd, Exile and Restoration: A Study of Hebrew Thought of the Sixth
Century B.C. (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1968), 138-152; 153-217.

H.G.M. Williamson, “The Composition of Ezra 1-6,” Journal of Theological Studies NS
34 (1983): 1-30.

Shemaryahu Talmon, “Ezra and Nehemiah,” in The Literary Guide to the Bible (eds.
R. Alter and F. Kermode; Camabridge, 1987), 357-364.

Shemaryahu Talmon, “Ezra-Nehemiah: Historiography or Theology?”, in idem,
Literary Motifs and Patterns in the Hebrew Bible (2013), 355-377.
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Tamara Cohn Eskenazi, In an Age of Prose: A Literary Approach to Ezra-Nehemiah
(SBLMS 36, Atlanta: Scholars, 1988), 44-60.

Richard C. Steiner, “Bishlam’s Archival Search Report in Nehemiah’s Archive:
Multiple Introductions and Reverse Chronological Order as Clues to the Origin of the
Aramaic Letters in Ezra 4-6,” Journal of Biblical Literature 125 (2006): 641—685.

(AT 722 ,0WN AT N AL XY DAY ' wTiznn na 07w X2 ny X7, unTn ovn
.312-305 'ny ,1"own , 7’7582 TOIN :0'7wi17,(J212 'nn N>MY1) OITj7N NN NIT7IN2 07NN
/ I I
,(0'271Y) 7yox 7X¥I uNnTN 0YN (N2 ,"1'0190 N917Na1 N'NI7Nnn '9rioonat ,nort
.182-176 'ny ,2"nwn,1 710 7y oY 7 n100'nn' N1T70,019 [I07Y M - [I'Y N2V

v

- 0'7w1 190 ,(02Y) A 'y-1 210'NX 'Y N2 L, ARIZINITNE DINYA ([PY Ay yTi7n" ,not 'y
382-345 'ny ,2000 p'7win',N1j700 NOIT7N

(X711 N0 ,(nN>y) Y70 'Y, "?2uiTAl TXD ,NININAN N'XY7R0 1'91ar0onn" ,nort
403-391 'ny, 2011 p'7wiy,[Iwx1 112 ,0M07N001 NINIAN

v

4. Rebuilding the People: Ezra

Biblical Passages:
Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 8

Reading:
Commentaries - see below

Tamara Cohn Eskenazi, In an Age of Prose: A Literary Approach to Ezra-Nehemiah
(SBLMS 36, Atlanta: Scholars, 1988), 60-126.

,i7'7812 TOIN :0'7W17Y) TNX 9I7'¥D A'MNI-XITY 190 T j770 .N'Xj71000 N1DI0XN ,[11 DNIN
.248-86 'ny ,(2014

.(2001 ,o01¥n :0'7w11Y) N'ANI-XITY 1502 NIIDIIN D'WIN NS, 0T N1l

[107v m - [y N2 ,(D'D71Y) 7VOX 7XIWN NATN 0N N2, nal Xty m™t i700T NN
.65-40 'ny ,a"nwn ,1 7112 '7¥w Dy 7¥ 2100'NA' N1TO, 019

,(7">wn) a7 yaon " ry N2'w NoIj7N21 N'17T20 NNAaNnl N'00'70122IXN NNnannt , 7791 npn
.242-228 'ny

5. Rebuilding the City and Wall: Nehemiah

Biblical Passages:
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Nehemiah 1-6, 8-13
Reading:
Commentaries - see below

Tamara Cohn Eskenazi, In an Age of Prose: A Literary Approach to Ezra-Nehemiah
(SBLMS 36, Atlanta: Scholars, 1988), 60-126.

Jacob L. Wright, Rebuilding Identity: The Nehemiah-Memoir and its Earliest Readers
(BZAW 348; Berlin: De Gruyter, 2004).

,i7'7X12 TOIN :0'7WI17YY) TNX 9I7'¥D A'MNI-XITY 190 T j770 .N'Xj71000 N19I0XN {11 DNIN
.248-86 'ny ,(2014

.(2001 ,o01¥n :0'7w11Y) N'ANI-XITY 1502 NIIDI1IN D'IN NWIS T N1l

[107v my - [y N2 ,(D'D71Y) 7VOX 7XIWN NATN 0N N2, nal Xty m™t L i70nT NN
.65-40 'ny ,a"nwn ,1 112 '7¥w oy 7v 2100'NA' N1TO, 019

,(0D1Y) 7yON 77X UNTN DN ;N2 ,"N'0190 191702 N'XA7NAN 119 MI10oan"t ,not 'y
.188-182 'ny ,a"nwn,1 710 '7x¥w DY 7v 010007 1170, 019 [I07Y ' - [IY DAY

Additional Reading Material:
Critical Commentaries:

Batten, Loring W., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Books of Ezra and
Nehemiah (ICC; Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1913).

Bewer, Julius A., Der Text des Buches Ezra: Beitrage zu seiner Wiederherstellung
(FRLANT, 31 [N.F. 14]; Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1922).

Blenkinsopp, Joseph, Ezra-Nehemiah: A Commentary (Old Testament Library;
London: SCM Press, 1988).

Clines, David J.A., Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther (New Century Bible; London: Marshall,
Morgan & Scott, 1984).

Fried, Lisbeth S., Ezra: A Commentary (Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2015).

Fried, Lisbeth S., Nehemiah: A Commentary (Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press,
2021).

Japhet, Sara, Ezra-Nehemiah: Introduction and Commentary (Mikra LeYisrael; Tel
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Aviv: Am Oved, 2019) [Hebrew].

Keil, C.F., “The Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther,” in idem and F. Delitzsch,
Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament (transl. from German; 25 vols.; Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1949).

Myers, Jacob M., Ezra, Nehemiah: Introduction, Translation, and Notes (Anchor Bible,
14; Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1965).

Myers, Jacob M., | and Il Esdras (AB 42; Garden City, N.Y: Doubleday, 1974).

Rudolph, Wilhelm, Esra und Nehemia samt 3. Esra (HAT, 1/20; Tibingen: J.C.B. Mohr
[P. Siebeck], 1949).

Williamson, Hugh G.M., Ezra, Nehemiah (Word Biblical Commentary, 16; Waco, TX:
Word Books, 1985).

Zer-Kavod, Mordechai, Ezra and Nehemiah (Daat Mikra; Jerusalem: Mossad HaRav
Kook, 1980) [Hebrew].

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 100 %

Additional information:
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