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Teaching Staff:
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Course/Module description:
General description of the rich body of Jewish literature from the Second Temple
period, with a focus on the exegetical (of the Bible) aspects of this literature.

Course/Module aims:
To:
(1) describe the Jewish exegetical compositions from the Second Temple period.
(2) define the exegetical enterprise, and trace its development.
(3) introduce and exemplify the exegetical methods in the Jewish tradition, from the
latest biblical books until the end of the Second Temple period.
(4) identify some of the historical, cultural and ideological causes that influenced
the history of Jewish biblical interpretation.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Analyze the text of early Jewish exegetes in their cultural and historical context.
Discuss comprehensively the biblical text and the exegetical issues that arise when
reading it.

Assess the advantages and disadvantages of specific interpretations/interpreters.
Formulate clearly these conclusions in oral and written form.

Attendance requirements(%):
85

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Targil - interactive classroom
discussions.

Course/Module Content:
(1) Introduction
(a) Jewish Literature of the Second Temple period
(b) The Bible in the Second Temple period
(c) The Sources for Early Biblical Exegesis

(2) The Story of Judah Tamar in Early Exegesis

(3) Early Halakhic Exegesis: Profane Slaughter
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Required Reading:
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2. Wassen, C., “The Story of Judah and Tamar in the Eyes of the Earliest
Interpreters,” Literature & Theology 8,4 (1994) 354-366.

3. Hayes, C. E., “The Midrashic Career of the Confession of Judah (Genesis XXXVIII
26),” Vetus Testamentum 45,1 (1995) 62-81; 45,2: 174-187.

4. E. Menn, Judah and Tamar (Genesis 38) in Ancient Jewish Exegesis: Studies in
Literary Forms and Hermeneutics (SuppJSJ 51; Brill, 1997).

5. Wolde, E. J. van, “Texts in Dialogue with Texts: Intertextuality in the Ruth and
Tamar Narratives,” Biblical Interpretation 5,1 (1997) 1-28.

6. J. Kugel, Traditions of the Bible, 453-455, 496-499

7. Kronholm, T., “Holy Adultery: The Interpretation of the Story of Judah and Tamar
(Gen 38) in the Genuine Hymns of Ephraem Syrus (ca. 306-373),” Orientalia
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Suecana 40 (1992) 149-163.
8. [Brock, S. P., “Jacob of Serugh's Verse Homily on Tamar (Gen. 38),” Le Museon
115,3-4 (2002) 279-315.]
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8. E. Qimron and J. Strugnell (eds.), Migsat Ma[lase HaTorah (DJD X; Oxford, 1994)
48-51, 142-146, 156-7

9. L.H. Schiffman, “Sacral and Non-sacral Slaughter According to the Temple Scroll,
in Time to Prepare the Way in the Wilderness (ed. D. Dimant and L.H. Schiffman;
Leiden, 1995) 69-84
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Carson, D.A. and H.G.M. Williamson (eds.), It is Written: Scripture Citing Scripture,
Essays in Honor of Barnabas Lindars, SSF (Cambridge, 1988).

Fishbane, M., Biblical Interpretation in Ancient Israel (Oxford: Clarendon, 1985).
Ginzberg, L., The Legends of the Jews (Philadelphia: JPS, 1909-1938).

Holladay, C. R. Fragments from Hellenistic Jewish Authors (4 vols,; Atlanta: Scholars,
1983-1995).

Kraft, R.A. and G.W.E. Nickelsburg (eds.), Early Judaism and its Modern Interpreters
(Atlanta, 1986).

Kugel, J., Traditions of the Bible (Cambridge, Mass./London: Harvard University
Press, 1998).

Kugel, J. and R. Greer, Early Biblical Interpretation (Philadelphia, 1986).

Kugel, James L., Lawrence H Schiffman, and Louis H Feldman. Outside the Bible:
Ancient Jewish Writings Related to Scripture (3 vols.; Philadelphia: The Jewish
Publication Society, 2013).

Mulder, M.J. (ed.), Mikra: Text, Translation, Reading and Interpretation of the Bible in
Ancient Judaism and Early Christianity (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988).

Nickelsburg, G.W.E., Jewish Literature Between Bible and Mishnah (Philadelphia,
1978).

Saebg, M. (ed.), Hebrew Bible/Old Testament: The History of its Interpretation. I:
From the Beginnings to the Middle Ages (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
1996).

Stone, M. (ed.), Jewish Writings of the Second Temple Period (Philadelphia: Fortress,
1984).

Vermes, G., Scripture and Tradition in Early Judaism: Haggadic Studies (Leiden: Brill,
1973).
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 85 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 5 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 10 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
N/A
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