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Course/Module description:

The course will examine the reception of the works of the three crowns of Italian
literature - Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio - in Hebrew literature from the
Renaissance to the present. Focusing on the Divina Commedia and the Canzoniere,
the course will analyze the ethical, aesthetic, and political uses made of these works
in the Hebrew language across the centuries. Among other things, we will deal with
the transformation that took place in the use of Dante between the literature of the
revival generation, which saw the Italian national poet as an unfailing model for the
renewed national-Zionist ideology, and the literature of the state generation, which
used Dante as a basis for humanistic universalism on the one hand and as a
harbinger of the trauma and destruction of European Jewry on the other. Among the
authors we will discuss: Moses da Rieti, Micha Yosef Berdichevsky, Leah Goldberg,
Shulamith Hareven, Aharon Megged, Anton Shammas, and Sharon Hass.

Course/Module aims:
1. To analyze the reception of Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio in Hebrew
Literature.

2. To become acquainted with theories of literary reception and to recognize the
cultural and political importance of such reception.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. To know closely aspects of the reception of the fathers of Italian literature in
Hebrew literature from the Renaissance to the present day

2. To Present significant knowledge of theories of literary reception

3. To analyze in depth various aspects of literary reception and its importance

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and discussion
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Course/Module Content:
1. Dante, Petrarch, and the Hebrew Literature of the Renaissance
Cont.
Dante and Petrarch in the Hebrew Baroque
Italian Nationalism and Hebrew Literature
Dante and the "Revival Generation": Berdichevsky
Berdichevsky, Jabotinsky, Dante
Dante and the Holocaust: Leah Goldberg
Petrarch, the State Generation, and Humanism: Leah Goldberg
. Dante and the Holocaust: Shulamith Hareven
10. Aharon Megged, Dante, and Zionism
11. Megged, cont.
12. Dante now: Zisapel and Hass
13. Dante and Palestinian Literature: Anton Shammas
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Asher Salah, “A Matter of Quotation: Dante and the Literary Identity of the Jews in
Italy,” in The Italia Judaica Jubilee Conference, eds. Shlomo Simonsohn and Joseph
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2 par"omnn "omiva nanxt 7o02'x'71a Qor non .5
https://benyehuda.org/read/4755

171217100 2nAn M1'ND1 ,'XD1 12 NANXI 17X NNATNA 'NDYA DYI |07 770 '7 127", 7810 AN
"1702'¥'772 QOI ND>' NYA

DN ,'702'¥'712 QoI nd>'n .6
2308/read/org.benyehuda//:https "noin"n nmrmn 19017 ninynl DIaN ,'701°012'T ANT

("own ,[a-Nn7) (1NN N7Y2,202T710 NX7 .7

page 3/4



1-46 ,(1958 ,0'7w10) n'ni7xN N'TAI77 X121 ,202T712 N7

Glenda Abramson, “Hellenism Revisited: The Uses of Greek Myth in Modern Hebrew
Literature” Prooftexts 10.2 (1990): 237-255.
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture 20 %

Additional information:
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