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Course/Module description:
A survey of the major literary movements, genres, poets and prose writers of
Yiddish literature from 1914-1974

Course/Module aims:

To examine the push and pull between innovation—the embrace of new literary
forms, the influence of new literary movements and the spectacular growth of new
urban centers—and the underlying conservatism of a folk-based and text-centered
culture. Rather than view modern Yiddish culture through a set of binary
oppositions, between “tradition and revolt,” “idealism and naturalism,” “here and
there,” the course will focus on the subtle interplay of old and new, borrowed and
native, modernism and neo-traditionalism.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To recognize the differences between lyric and epic poetry; Impressionism,
Naturalism, Expressionism, and Introspectivism; New York, Kiev, Berlin, Vilna and
Warsaw. To gain familiarity with the major poets and prose writers of the Yiddish
Renaissance in the twentieth century.

Attendance requirements(%):
Attendance is mandatory but is not graded.

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: All primary sources are contained
in the 442-page Course Packet that each student is required to purchase. All
secondary readings are posted online.

The final grade is based on two writing assignments, one short midterm paper and
one final synoptic essay.

Course/Module Content:

The new poetics and the adoption of new poetic forms; The Personae of Di Yunge;
Impressionism; The Modern Metropolis; Naturalism; The Poetry of Moyshe-Leyb
Halpern and Anna Margolin; The Ode, Elegy, Ballad and Anti-Ballad; The Long
Narrative Poem and the Epic; Expressionism; Weimar, Soviet Kiev and Minsk; The
Yiddish Writers in Interwar Poland; Yung Vilna; Introspectivism; The Poetry and
Poetic Prose of Abraham Sutzkever
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Additional Reading Material:
[IN ENGLISH]
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pp. 1-66, pp. 74-141. Clive Scott, “Symbolism, Decadence and Impressionism,”
. Malcolm Bradbury, “The Cities of Modernism,” xin j7inny, "7x' (12X 11901 'T OX2,"
Malcolm Bradbury & James McFarlane, “Movements, Magazines and Manifestos:
The Succession from Naturalism,” in Modernism 1890-1930, pp. 192-205.
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Richard Sheppard, “German Expressionism,” in Modernism 1890-1930, pp. 274-91.
Roy Greenwald, “Pogrom and Avant-Garde: Peretz Markish’s Di kupe,”. Gennady
Estraikh, “Kiev,” In Harness: Yiddish Writers' Romance with
Communism (Syracuse, 2005), pp. 6-36. Estraikh
“Yiddish on the Spree,”
pp. 1-27.
,2003 ,01axn :0'7win' ,1918-1942 ,Awna n'Tin'n NIAINNA 1210 :[IN'YI 1910 ,190 ,[N2 [N
141 -115'mr
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 65 %
Presentation 10 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 25 %

Reports 0 %
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Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:

This reading-intensive 4-hour seminar is part of the core curriculum of the 2-year
MA Program in Yiddish Studies, which is a consortium of 3 universities: the Hebrew

University, Tel-Aviv University and Ben-Gurion University. The program admits 8-9
qualified students each year.
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