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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Love Deception and Violence in Medieval Rhymed
Narratives - 17810

Last update 21-08-2017

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: hebrew literature

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Matti Huss

Coordinator Email: matti.huss@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wedensday 9.30-10.30
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Matti Huss

Course/Module description:
Close reading of Hebrew Medieval rhymed narratives which will focus of the
themes of love, violence and fraud.

Course/Module aims:
Analysis of the role of love, violence and fraud in hebrew rhymed narratives.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

proficiency in analysing themes of love, violence and fraud in hebrew rhymed
narratives.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: 11'no

Course/Module Content:

introduction: basic literary terms for narrative analysis. the aristotelian concept of
fictionality. Survey of the medieval Hebrew narrative. the evolution of Hebrew
rhymed narratives and their relation with arabic medieval narratives.
course content:
close reading which will focus on the themes of love, violence and fraud in the
following texts:
the first chapter in Alhariri's makamat collection; the second, sixth, twenty and
twenty first chapters in Alharizi's Tahkemony, Ibn Zagbel's Neum Asher ben Yehuda,
Ibn Shimon's Neum Tuvia, the first and eighth chapters in Ben Elazar's Sefer
Hameshalim.
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Brann, Ross, ‘Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Muslims and Jews in Judah
al-Harizi’s Tahkemony’, Princeton Papers in Near Eastern Studies, 1 (1992), pp.
1-22.

Hameen-Anttila, Jaakko, Magama: A History of a Genre, Harrassowitz Verlag.
Weisbaden 2002

Pellat, Ch., "Makama', The Encyclopaedia of Islam2, VI, pp. 107-115.

Scheindlin, Raymond P., ‘Al-Harizi’s Astrologer: A Document of Jewish-Islamic
Relations’, Studies in Muslim-Jewish Relations, 1 (1993), pp. 165-175.

Scheindlin, Raymond .P, ‘Fawns of the Palace and Fawns of the Feild’, Prooftexts, 6
(1986), pp. 189-203.

Schwarzbaum, H., ‘Female Fickleness in Jewish Folklore’, The Sepharadi and
Oriental Jewish Heritage, Jerusalem 1982, pp. 589-612.

Schwarzbaum, H., 'International Folklore Motifs in Joseph Ibn Zabara's "Sefer
Sha ahu'l'm"', I. Ben Ami and J. Dan (eds.), Studies in Aggadah and Jewish Folklore,
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Jerusalem 1983), pp. 55-81.

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 30 %

Project work 70 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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