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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Methodologies" Literary Theory and Rabbinic Narrative -
17723

Last update 20-09-2024

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Hebrew Literature

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Yael Fisch

Coordinator Email: yael.fisch@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: by appointment

page 1/3


mailto:yael.fisch@mail.huji.ac.il

Teaching Staff:
Dr. Yael Fisch

Course/Module description:

The study of rabbinic narrative is based, explicitly or implicitly, on the adoption
and adaptation of central theories in literary studies. This seminar is an opportunity
to delve deeper into reading theoretical literature firsthand, and to think creatively
and critically about the ways these reading methodologies were and still are applied
in the study of rabbinic literature. We will focus on three areas: New Criticism, post-
structuralist theories, and feminist theory.

Course/Module aims:

Students will learn:
» To develop proficiency in reading and analyzing primary theoretical texts.
» To cultivate creative and critical thinking skills in adapting contemporary literary
methodologies for the analysis of classical rabbinic literature.
» To critically examine the application of modern literary theories to the study of
rabbinic narratives (aggadah).

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Students will be able to read critical theory in the fields the course focuses on. Use
them to analyze rabbinic narratives and reflect on their application in previous
scholarship.

Attendance requirements(%):
90

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
1. Introduction
2-4. New Criticism
5-7. Post-structuralist theories
8-10. Feminist Theory
11-13. Presentations
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports

/ Forum / Simulation / others 30 %

Additional information:
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