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Course/Module description:

In this seminar, we will explore the characteristics of Aggadah in the Talmud
Yerushalmi and its place within the broader context of Rabbinic literature. The
course will focus on close reading and analysis of selected Aggadic passages from
the Yerushalmi, examining their editorial processes, connections to other rabbinic
sources, and engaging critically with scholarly research on the subject. Special
attention will be given to the textual and philological features of the Yerushalmi that
are essential for understanding the text, as well as their influence on the Aggadic
sections of the work.

Course/Module aims:

Refining analytical skills for interpreting Aggadic passages in the Yerushalmi;
introducing the distinctive characteristics of the Yerushalmi and applying relevant
scholarly tools for its study; gaining familiarity with the field’s scholarship and
various contemporary methodological approaches to the subject.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

The students will acquire skills in reading and analyzing Aggadic texts from the
Yerushalmi, distinguishing between their layers, and identifying their use of earlier
sources, as well as gaining a basic familiarity with its textual characteristics,
editions, research tools, and more. In addition, students will become acquainted
with scholarly discussions and methodological approaches concerning the study of
Rabbinic Aggadah, the relationship between Halakhah and Aggadah, and the editing
of the Talmud Yerushalmi.

Attendance requirements(%):
85%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: The course will include formal
teaching alongside joint reading of rabbinic texts involving active participation by
students. Preparation of texts and bibliographic reading will be required for lessons,
including occasional presentation in class or submission of assignments or online
tasks.

Course/Module Content:
1.Introduction
2.The Integration of Aggadah and Halakha in the Yerushalmi
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3.Editing of Aggadah in the Yerushalmi: Intentionality or Associative Compilation
4.Sources of Aggadah in the Yerushalmi

5.The Yerushalmi’s Relationship with Contemporaneous Aggadic Midrash
6.Aggadah in the Yerushalmi Compared to that in the Babylonian Talmud
7.Aggadah in Unique Yerushalmi Tractates (Neziqgin; Sheqgalim)

8.Context of Aggadic Passages within the Yerushalmi: Transfers, Duplications and
Misplacements

9.Late Aggadic Compilations of Yerushalmi Material

Required Reading:
(an updated list will be provided at the beginning of the course)

N1ND 'n N>yl , X D701 NINIAN (N7XIW yaxn 7'tn ninoso :mna a7 Ti7n' ooy 'n
.259-225 'ny ,n"ywn 0'7vin',0NNI

,n"own ,0'7wina nayn N0'01212IXN ,N07IT NTIAY A7 TIN7na nTaNA' ,ny7'7
.0DN21 D'TINY

,[A NN, N2V NNIoAN AIN'Y DT - 'A7vI2 Nirayn noon : 727x'D “nirmyn" 170,81 "2
.0Nn21 0'Tiny , 0" own

M. Jaffee, ‘Voices in the Page: Representing the Palestinian Talmud in English,’
Prooftexts 16 (1996): 184-186.
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C. Milikowsky, ‘On the Formation and Transmission of Bereshit Rabba and the
Yerushalmi: Questions of Redaction, Text-criticism and Literary Relationships,” JOR
92 (2002), 521-567
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C. Hezser, Form, Function, and Historical Significance of the Rabbinic Story in
Yerushalmi Neziqin, Tubingen, 1993, selected pages.
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J. L. Rubenstein, ‘Elisha ben Abuya: Torah and the Sinful Sage,’ Journal of Jewish
Thought and Philosophy 7 (2), 139-225

D. Steinmetz, ‘Interpretation and Enactment: The Yerushalmi Story of Elisha ben

Abuyah and the Book of Ruth,” AJS Review 40 (2016), 359-392
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Additional Reading Material:
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J. L. Rubenstein, Y. Feintuch, and J. L. Kanarek, “Halakha and Aggada in Post-
Tannaic Literature,” in C. Hayes, ed., The Literature of the Sages: A Re-visioning
(Leiden, 2022), pp 544-620
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L. Moscovitz, “The Formation and Character of the Jerusalem Talmud,” S. Katz (ed.),
The Cambridge History of Judaism 4 (Cambridge, 2006), 663-677

L. Ginzberg, “The Palestinian Talmud,” In: Understanding the Talmud (New York,
1975) 33-54

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 80 %

Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 10 %

Additional information:
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