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Dr. David Rotman

Course/Module description:

The course is divided into two sections: the theoretical and the historical. In the
first will be presented the basic definitions of folklore and folk-literature and their
context within the humanities and social sciences, the major genres, as well as the
basic research tools and approaches.In the second part of the course will be
presented the development and characteristics of Jewish folk literature, from the
Hebrew Bible, to the modern, Israeli folk literature.

Course/Module aims:

An introduction to the main methodological and theoretical approaches of the
research of folklore, and of the history of the folkloric infrastructure of the Hebrew
prose narrative.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
Being able to interpret a Hebrew Folk-narratives from folkloristic point of view.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture

Course/Module Content:
What is Folk-Literature?
Genres
Research attidutes.
History of the Jewish Folk-Narrative

Required Reading:
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Honko, L., “The Problem of Defining Myth", in: Dundes, A. (Ed.), Sacred Narrative.
Readings in the Theory of Myth, Berkeley 1984, pp. 41-52
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 90 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %

Additional information:
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