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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Yael Fisch

Course/Module description:
An introduction to the major genres, the collections of rabbinic midrashic literature
and the central methods used in the discipline.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Upon completion of the course, the student will have a preliminary knowledge of
the various forms of midrashic discourse and their history, as well as the foundation
for developing the proper analytical skills required for the proper understanding of
the corpus.

Attendance requirements(%):
90%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture course, reading of
primary and secondary literature and class discussion. Additionally, across the term,
students will submit three written assignments that will present a research/reading
approach to a story or midrashic homily.

Course/Module Content:

1. Introduction

. The Bible as Commentary

. Second Temple Literature: Trends in Narrativity and Interpretation
. The Tannaitic Aggadah

. Aggadic Homilies in the Halakhic Midrashim

. Comparative Midrash

. Midrash and Aggadah in the Literature of the Amoraim
. Aggadah Collections from Palestine

. Parables

10. Tales of the Sages

11. Narratives and Sugiyot: Parts and Wholes

Tanhuma Literature

13. Parallels, Redacation, Retellings
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Michal Bar-Asher Siegal, Early Monastic Literature and the Babylonian Talmud,
Cambridge 2013.
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David Stern, “Rhetoric and Midrash: The Case of the Mashal,” Prooftexts 1 (1981):
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Yael Fisch, Written for Us: Paul’s Interpretation of Scripture and the History of
Midrash, Brill 2022.
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 30 %

Additional information:
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