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Course/Module description:
The seminar will examine rabbinic travel narratives of various types in order to
better understand the poetics and politics of space and identity.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

An understanding and appreciation of the genre in rabbinic literature against its
historical and cultural contexts.

Attendance requirements(%):
90

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
1. Historical and Literary Background
2. Foundation Narratives
3. Pilgrimage
4. Exile and Captivity
5. Witches in the Forest
6. Rabbis on the Road

Required Reading:

2171001 'MIN90 V71 [N

1) L. Casson, Everyday Life in Ancient Rome, Baltimore, 1994, pp. 109-124.

2) C. Hezser, “Travel and Mobility,” in The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Daily Life in
Roman Palestine (Oxford: OUP 2010), 210-224.

3) P. A. Harland, “Pausing at the Intersection of Religion and Travel in Antiquity” (htt
p://www.philipharland.com/publications/Harland%202011%2001%20Travel%20intro
.pdf).

4) Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation, London,
1992, pp. 1-11.

5) J.P. Rubies, “Travel Writing as a Genre,” Journeys 1 (2000): 5-35.

6) J. Born, “Defining Travel: On the Travel Book, Travel Writing and Terminology,”
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Perspectives in Travel Writing, Hooper and Youngs (eds.), 2004, 13-26.

7) D. Chirico, “The Travel Narrative as a (Literary) Genre,” Under Western Eyes: A
Comparative Introduction to East European Travel Writing, Bracewell and Drace-
Francis (eds.), 2008, 27-59.
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a) P. Machinist, “Outsiders or Insiders: The Biblical View of Emergent Israel and Its
Contexts,” The Other in Jewish Thought and History, L. J. Silberstein and R. Cohn
(eds.), New York, 1994: 35-60.

b) M. Weinfeld, The Promise of the Land: The Inheritance of the Land of Canaan by
the Israelites (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), 1-6, (http://publishing.
cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/view?docld&eq; ft596nb3ti&chunk.id&eq;d0e994 &toc.depth
&eq;1&toc.id&eq;d0e994&brand&eq;ucpress)
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i) I. Roll, “The Roman Road System in Judaea,”

ii) B. Isaac, “Milestones in Judaea: From Vespasian to Constantine”

iii) http://www.tabula-peutingeriana.de/

iv) http://www.tabula-peutingeriana.de/tp/tp9.html

v) http://omnesviae.org/#!iter TPPlace2695 TPPlace438

vi) Redwood, et. al., “Geographies of Toponymic Inscription: new directions in
critical place-name studies,” Progress in Human Geography 34 (2010): 453-470.
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5) J. Wilkinson, Egeria’s Travels, Oxford 1999.

6) A. Jacobs, ““The Most Beautiful Jewesses in the Land’: Imperial Travel in the Early
Christian Holy Land,” Religion 32 (2002): 205-225.

7) O. Limor, “Reading Sacred Space: Egeria, Paula, and the Christian Holy Land,” in:
Y. Hen (ed.), De Sion exibit lex et verbum domini de Hierusalem: Essays on
Mediweval Law, Liturgy and Literature in Honour of Amnon Linder, Turnhout 2001,
pp. 1-15.
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a) R. Boustan, “The Spoils of the Jerusalem Temple at Rome and Constantinople:
Jewish Counter-Geography in a Christianizing Empire,” (2nx2 011j70).
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Narratives in the Bible, Berkeley, 2000, pp. 100-126]
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Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 35 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 65 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %
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Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:
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