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Course/Module description: 
  This course deals with love poetry, the theory of love and the motifs of love found
in Kitāb al-Zahrah, an anthology of poetry compiled by Muḥammad Ibn Dāwūd al-
Iṣfahānī (d. 910) that consists of one hundred chapters. The course examines the
structure and content of the book, sheds light on several facets found in love poetry
and investigates the anthologist’s outlook and perception of love.  

 
Course/Module aims: 
  The course aims to study the structure and content of Kitab al-Zahra and examine
the theory of love in classical Arabic Literature.  

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
  The Students should be able to deal with additional chapters of Kitab al-Zahra,
examining and discussing them. Furthermore, they should be able to widen their
understanding of classical Arabic poetry, and characterize various aspects of the
theory of love in classical Arabic literature.  

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
  100% 

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: The instruction relies on lectures,
discussion and papers.  

  
Course/Module Content: 
  The course deals with the introduction of the anthology and focuses on other
selected chapters.  

  
Required Reading: 
 Raven, Wim. “Ibn Dāwūd al-Iṣfahānī,” EI 3 (online). 
____. Ibn Dâwûd al-Iṣbahânî and his Kitâb al-Zahra. Ph. D. thesis, Leiden, 1989. 
الوهيبي، فاطمة. «العنف في المصطلح الجسديّ: الشّعر الخصيّ نموذجًا». عبد العزيز
المانع الباحث المحقّق. الرّياض: مركز حمد الجاسر الثّقافيّ، 2013، 201-222. 

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
  السّامرّائي، إبراهيم. «مع كتاب الزّهرة». مجلّة معهد المخطوطات العربيّة 28
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(1984)، 623-651. 
النّوري، محمّد. «كتاب الزّهرة لأبي بكر الأصبهانيّ: تنبيهات وتصحيحات في جزئه
الأوّل». مجلّة جامعة النّجاح للأبحاث 15 (2001)، 396-451. 
 
Giffen, Lois Anita. Theory of profane love among the Arabs. The development of the
genre, New York, 1971. 

  
 Grading Scheme:  
  Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 60 %
  Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research
proposal 30 %
  Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %
   

  
Additional information: 
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