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  Dr. Daniel Behar 

  
Course/Module description: 
  We will examine the concept of feminine writing against the works of prominent
Arab women writers in a variety of genres and modes of expression. We will grapple
with the dilemmas presented by the term Women's Literature. Is it empowering,
factual, or pigeonholes writers to a niche? We will ask about features of genre, form
and language in female writing as well as about matters of representation, personal
identity, politics and society. Must women writing fiction relate to their reality as
women and to the social problems of women? Must they write as feminists? The
discussion will address these questions as they rise from texts of fiction writers and
poets who touch upon every possible aspect of Arab politics, society and culture in
the 20th and 21st centuries. We will debate the Arab-particular concerns of these
texts as expressed in relation to the Arab literary heritage, to religious frameworks
and the fertile tension between literary and colloquial Arabic. Major authors include
Ester Azhari Moyal, Fadwa Tuqan, Nawal al-Sa’dawi, Layla Ba’albaki, Daisy Amir,
Sahar Khalifa, Hanan al-Shaykh, Da’d Haddad, Malika Mustazraf, and Iman Mirsal.
Students will be required to give a presentation on a female writer, hand in two
short papers and write a Wikipedia item on Arab woman writer. 
 
 

 
Course/Module aims: 
   

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
  1. describe milestones in the history of Arab women's literature and explain the
changes women writing underwent over the course of the 20th century. 
2. use critical vocabulary to discuss categories of identity-based literature. 
3. develop skills of analyzing a literary work in terms of genre, form and language
and drawing connection to non-literary contexts. 
4. Summarize gist of an article and present its major points in class. 
5. Acquire skills of research, summary and concise writing for wikipedia entries.  

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
  100 

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: 

  

                               page 2 / 3



 

Course/Module Content: 
  1. Introductions 
2. Nahda women writers 
3. Islamic feminism 
4. Epistolary writing 
5. Novels and women 
6. autobiographical writing 
7. women writing war 
8. the short story 
9. women prose poetry 
10. Experimentalism 
11. Surrealism, realism and generic blends in 21st century. 
 

  
Required Reading: 
 uploaded to Moodle each week. 

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
   

  
 Grading Scheme:  
  Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 50 %
  Active Participation / Team Assignment 20 %
  Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 20 %
  Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture 10 %
   

  
Additional information: 
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