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Course/Module description:

We will read selections from polemical compositions composed by Muslims,
Christians and Jews in the Islamicate sphere. Via the readings, we will encounter
and discuss fundamental questions related to prophecy and revelation. Our
readings will include primary sources by Ibn Hazm (10th ¢ Cordoba), al-Qirgisani
(10th c Baghdad) and ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadani (11th c Rayy), as well as
representative secondary sources that illuminate the period and the concepts
discussed.

Course/Module aims:
To attain familiarity with the central elements of interreligious polemic in the
medieval Islamicate world.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
1. Develop tools for analyzing medieval Arabic polemics
2. ldentify classic elements in the polemics of each religious group
3. lllustrate the scriptural and theological background of the various polemics

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures and reading

Course/Module Content:
Unit 1: Muslim-Jewish
Unit 2: Muslim-Jewish (response)
Unit 3: Muslim-Christian
Unit 4: Muslim-Christian (response)

Required Reading:
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Sklare, David E. “Responses to Islamic Polemics by Jewish Mutakallimdn in the
Tenth Century.” The Majlis. Interreligious Encounters in Medieval Islam, Wiesbaden,
1999, 137-61.

Fenton, Paul B. “Jewish Attitudes to Islam: Israel Heeds Ishmael.” The Jerusalem
Quarterly 29 (1983): 84-102.
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Thomas, David. “The Bible in Early Muslim Anti-Christian Polemic.” Islam and
Christian-Muslim Relations 7, no. 1 (1996): 29-38.
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Stroumsa, Sarah. “The Signs of Prophecy: The Emergence and Early Development of
a Theme in Arabic Theological Literature.” Harvard Theological Review 78, no. 1-2
(1985): 101-14.

Griffith, Sidney Harrison. The Prophet Muhammad, His Scripture and His Message
According to the Christian Apologies in Arabic and Syriac from the First Abbasid
Century, 1983.

Additional Reading Material:

Medieval the :Religions Other of Studies Muslim” ,Waardenburg Jacques '775 vj71
Period,” in The Middle East and Europe: encounters and exchanges, eds. Geert Jan
van Gelder and Ed de Moor (Amsterdam: Rodopi, 1992), pp. 10-38.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 50 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 40 %

Project work 10 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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